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When the morning's weary march is drawing to 
a dose the men jerk up their knapsack^ and step 
out boldly; the fellows in the rear calling out to 
their comrades in front to push on—“ Chitlloh! 
Chulloh bhai !" (or, in English, “ Move on 1 move 
on, brother!”) is the cry; and when the encamp- 
VOL. XI. » 
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mgnlj in its crfilHy& Stole, appears in the distance, 
the "WisasM ptmrtP about out most joyously, 
" Al'ioIi debruh 1 dekll dfflmh 1 dehrah J jp (" Th* 
tenta! Look ut the (cuts 3 The tend* I 1 *) Glad¬ 
some tidings to all parties; for it UOt uufruivcn Lly 
liappejiB that, :n consequence of tlto distance, Or 
flume oih«y circamstancc, the troops are not under 
tauvuss until past cloven o'clock, at which lima the 
suit l- 1 ! precious hot. Hot, indeed l So hot, that 
everybody, white as well tut black, human being -and 
beast of burthen, are g!n.d to come to their joumey^s 
end. When arrived at within a quarter of a mile 
from the camp that is to be, the " Halt™ is sounded. 
Officers then dismount and full in with their oom- 
pamesj the dressing Hud covering are taken up; 
trWgera that had been tucked up are let down; dust 
shaken off" their Lair and iin^Estache ; turbans (dr 
ebaeos) and knapsack.- cleaned, and every thing 
pat into apple-pic order previously to marching in. 

When all is ready, the fr Quick mai^h" is given; 
the hand strikes up a merry tune; the men step 
beautifully together to the exhilarating sounds; and 
the column winds up the wad on to the alignment 
marked out, where it forma up into line, which is 
immediately dressed and. corrected, T ]■,,■: Sports 
ore collected and delivered by tire adjutant, and 
the quartermaster points out his arrangements for 
the encampment. The men for duty are rnilrched 
to tbe front ; arms are piled, and the regiment 
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broken off; upon which the men generally give a 
shout of joy, unsling their packs, and commence 
taking off their accoutrements. 

The Guards, being iuspected, are marched off to 
their respective posts, sentries are thrown out over 
the arms, the colours are lodged in due form, and 
a guard placed over them. All the married men, 
as well as others who have relations and families, 
run down die road to help up their baggage and 
bullocks; while the enre-for-notbing bachelors di¬ 
vest themselves of their uniforms, and put on the 
light, comfortable, and cool apparel of their country, 
and walk about, or assist in pitching their tents 
immediately in rear of their piles of muskets, which 
make a formidable show, regularly ranged as they 
are in one extensive line from right to left, with 
their angry bayonets* glittering in the bright sun¬ 
shine. 

The European officers run off to the mess-tent, 
where, if the breakfast be not ready, a general 
shouting takes place for the eatables and drink¬ 
ables. Hunger will brook of no delay, particularly 
if the means for appeasing the cravings of the ap¬ 
petite are procurable and not ready. Hungry men, 
just off a long march, are very impatient, and woe 
betide the unfortunate caterer or mes9auin if they 
havo to wait 

If the tea and coffee are not ready for imme¬ 
diate use, they ought to have been: never mind 

o 2 
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1 hi? Are koI Lightings or the milk not brought in 
Iij[!■!'!. It the dish full of eggs, bad, good, (uni in.' 
(] iflVirciLtj ia not on the (able, it is the butler's fautt f 
and it' (he stews or omelettes, the rice or the Cuny, 
cold tongues or bams, or hunter's beef, kc., StC ., 
arc not placed in rank and fife, “ down the middle 
and up again » heavy fine is imposed Upon the 
culprit, to say nothing of a variety of bitter invec¬ 
tives buried at the heads of oli the domestics con¬ 
nected with the flitabLislunojit 

JJcfcndin# themselves; is quite out of the q ues- 
tion; indeed 11O defence is heard or oven permitted. 
There has been plenty of time since last evening to 
provide break fasts for a thousand hungry aubal- 
tarns, and COtldip punishment must be awarded. 

And, again, if each officer's servant is not ready, 
present in the tent, awaiting the nrrivul of their re¬ 
spective masters, with camp chair, hot-water plate, 
cup and saucer, knife and fork, silver spoons and 
muffineer, all prepared and arranged, miserable 
wretch! he is to he pitied indeed 1 What the con¬ 
sequences of neglect or delay are, 1 cannot take 
upon myself to say: the servant catches it, without 
doubt 

The uninitiated must iw here informed that, m 
marching, the mess does not carry open any ftjr- 
niture, crockery, glassware, or cutlery; nor ls the 
plate-cheat used. Were such things to be daily 
unpacked, the breakage end Leonine would be end- 
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less. All the mc*s tilings are therefore carefully 
put away, and never opened until arrived at the 
ucxt station. The only articles kept in use are the 
mess camp tables, a few old dishes, and some old 
carving-knives, ire. 

The officers therefore arc obliged to provide 
themselves with necessaries for the table, and come 
to their meals in what is termed " camp-fashion ,” 
each individual making his servant carry ft chair, 
three or four plates, ft cup and saucer, knives, forks, 
spoons, and those invariable accompaniments to an 
Indian officer’s plate chest, a pair of silver muf¬ 
fineers, one containing salt, and the other pepper. 

A servant travelling thus laden presents a droll 
appearance. On his head is his master’s chair; 
across his back is slung something resembling a 
bundle of clothes, but which, upon examination, 
will be found to contain a number of plates of a 
variety of patterns, and other articles of crockery, 
carefully wrapped up in the domestic’s own pieces 
of drapery, some of them none of the cleanest. If 
any of the crockery is broken, others cannot be 
supplied, so the servant is obliged to be on the 
alert against any such untoward accident, or else 
he is sure to get a good icel tiny. Then, in his 
“ cummer-bund ” (or waist-cloth) are concealed 
those precious articles, “ master’s tiliber tings," one 
of each, with cutlery sIbo. 

This servant (yclept “ Tnaity-boy") always starts 
ou ahead, or follows in rear of his master's horse 
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Old the march, so as to be in time for him an his 
coaling into the ineas-tant. Arrived thero, the do- 
mesticj with alL dispatch* plueea the ch&it at the 
table, f>n which he arranges the plates, cup, saucer, 
Ac., Ac,, having previously wiped each article with 
a towel, it he has oat, and if not, with the comet 
of his jacket, or the end of bis walstf-ctoth, taking 
curt to impart to all a nice polish, in the same 
manner us the old npple-VfOildCn at home do the 
fruit which they &rc vending. 

These arrangemeats mads* the faithful slave 
takes olF hrs turban, from the folds of which he ex- 
tracts his UHUlff’t table napkin, neatly flattened 
and delightfully perfumed With coeOOruat oil, which 
the natives u$0 irt great profusion for their hair. All 
(Jits done, he awaits with impatience his muster's 
coming; tor,, poor fellow, there is no provender for 
him until after breakfast, and then he feusts oil' the 
“debris” on his master’s plate, cunningly conceal- 
uig in the aforesaid waisfclotll any niec bits of 
meet Or bones (hat he may eSmtOe to had thereon: 
that,"indeed, is very seldom; for master is generally 
so hungry, that there is very little left on Ins plate 
lor poor maity-boy. 

Breakfast alter u march is a very delightful 
meal. Wo urc hungry—and hunger in an unde¬ 
niably exquisite sauce for all dishes ; die viands jirfc 
good, the ten Mill coffee excellent, and (he whole 
very soon disappears. It is an amusing sight to 
Wfttdl the caters, ends man taking care of "num- 
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ber one,” and not minding hi* neighbour. For the 
first ten minutes or so, scarcely a word is spoken; 
some sit down as they enter, others more patient 
take off their uniforms, wash their hands, make 
themselves decent and comfortable in white jackets, 
and then come to the table. 

Dish after dish is emptied, cup after enp of tea is 
swallowed. There are generally two or three large 
pewter teapots placed on the table; these are passed 
up and down, and each man helps himself; the 
sugar following the same course; but the milk, 
which is kept in a huge soup-tureen, is placed in 
the centre of the table, and ladled out to those who 
send for it. Milk being an article very cheap in 
India, is supplied in large quantities, so there is no 
stinting; the same with eggs, though it not unfre¬ 
quently happens, that on a body of troops arriving 
in a village, there i£ such a demand for them, that 
to collect the required quantity, those on which 
hens are sitting are also added to the fresh ones ; 
and the consequence is, that little chickens in their 
embryo state are often found where something 
eatable was expected! 

Breakfast over and hunger appeased, conversa¬ 
tion begins. The events of the morning are talked 
over, and the mode of spending the day “is dis¬ 
cussed; the laugh and joke go round, and all is 
merriment and fun. Some light their hookahs and 
cigars, while others quit the tent to look after their 
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own baggage, and to superintend the erecting of 
their temporary ubodes- 

Outsidc, a very busy (miniating scene presents 
itself; anil Hie eye of (Jse griffin sees many a sight 
to which he ih unaccustomed. The whole ground 
is covered with living beings ; cattle and b&ggftge ; 
man,, woman, and children; servants busily engaged 
in pitching tents, and wrangling with each other; 
hone< and ponies neighing; officers and soldier 
running to and fro; coolies coming in with their 
loads; palankeens and doolies; sick, carts and ban¬ 
dies; & traggEers arriving one after another; unruly 
bufocks kicking off ‘.heir toads, and mnning helter- 
skelter ; timid women upid children screeching, and 
men hollowing; such ft bus tie and confusion, that, 
to (lift stranger die whole sight would appear us if 
there was great want of arrangement, and give him 
an Idea of a sud state of discipline. But such can¬ 
not be helped Where there is UII enormous host of 
camp-followers attached to a corps. 

Of course, on service, that number- is materially 
diminished, as site men's families do not accompany 
them, and the follower a are limited only to those 
whose presence in camp arc absolutely required. 
The ignorant generally contrive to form opinions 
on subjects with which they arc utterly unac¬ 
quainted; and (hose who are not aware of how 
tilings ure managed or arranged in military move¬ 
ments, Or aught connected with tine profession. 
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invariably pat down any apparent confusion, or 
irregularity, to a lax state of discipline. 

How surprised does a man, unaccustomed to 
such sights, appear, when he finds all this bustle 
and all these supposed irregularities, (both unavoid¬ 
able concomitants of troops moving in India,) 
suddenly subside into quiet and silence! Every 
person or thing finds a place, and becomes set¬ 
tled for the day, and what seems at first arrival a 
mass of irretrievable mismanagement, turns out in 
the end to be a matter of easy contrivance, and 
particularly so in arrangement of interior economy 
to the experienced, as it would seem the contrary 
to those who know nothing about the business. 

I remember well my utter astonishment the first 
time that I myself witnessed the scene I have so 
faintly described. I thought the people would 
never have done arriving, that the tents would never 
cease pitching, and that we should be in tho same 
confused state the whole day. But how agreeably 
disappointed was I to find that in less than an 
hour’s time the whole camp was as quiet and still 
as if wc had been stationary for months! And 
tliis is indeed the case always. 

Oar regulations are so strict, and the necessity 
of acting up to them so glaring, for more reasons 
than I can at present enter into, that we ore com¬ 
pelled, for own own comfort’s sake, to make every¬ 
body attend to his respective office; otherwise an en- 
b 5 
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campment would indeed lit a medley of everything 
that \fw> irregular &h<l uncomfortable, trincijig but 
scanty proof of discipline and good management. 

But such is not the case in the Madras army, 
which has always had the character, (and wilt 
always have it too, pleaso God,) of doing every 
item of duty in a proper E-oldicr-liko numruer. 
Our comrades of the other Presidencies abuse us 
for being too particular in tri vial matters, hut they 
may rely on it that the stricter the discipline, the 
better the army, say what they like to the contrary. 

Choosing a site for hit encampment is u0 Cs&y 
matter, At every town, or village, or bidting-place, 
there is a pteee of ground allotted tor the use of 
ii'QQps, and, as E before said, tbe quarter-master of 
a r-.yimen- is always sent on with his establishment 
of cam p-c u I on r- rue n i for the express purpose of 
looking over the ground* pitching die dags, and 
ari^nging for the disposal of the followers, os well 
so; of the fighti mg men. 

But it often happens, that the space is too limited, 
or tile site is unhealthy, or covered with water, or 
otherwise objectionable ; an that case, the quarter¬ 
master is compelled to select a more desirable spot, 
and very often has to go to some distance from the 
place before he ran Ax upon one sufficiently exten¬ 
sive and in every other woy calculated for the p ur~ 
pO&C he require*.j and, the further he goes, in my 
opinion, the belter. 

I should prefer encamping a couple of miles dss- 
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tance from native habitations; for bringing troops 
in contact with a dirty town or a miserable village, 
in which all sorts of sickness and diseases are preva¬ 
lent, is, I consider, highly objectionable; and inde¬ 
pendently of that, the distance keeps the inen out of 
the arrack-shops, of which there are always many 
in every place; and, as we have supplies of all sorts 
invariably brought into camp for the consumption 
of everybody, there is absolutely no necessity for 
any connection whatever with the natives; indeed, 
I would never allow a single soul to go near them, 
punishing all infringements of the prohibition with 
the utmost severity. 

The quarter-master, having fixed upon hiB ground, 
proceeds first to mark out that intended for the 
troops; be knows the strength of his regiment and 
the number of tents, so judges well the space 
requisite to contain the whole, officers and men, 
the hospital, bazaar, and mess-tents included; this 
important point settled, he proceeds with his under¬ 
strappers to pitch flags, marking the boundaries of 
the other encampment for the families, out of which 
nobody is allowed, upon pain of severe penalty, to go. 

I will now try and give the reader an idea of 
what sort of a tiling an encampment is. The 
whole area or space is, as nearly as possible, a 
square, or, at all events, a parallelogram, inclosed 
within the camp colours, which indicate the bounds 
of the same. The front being decided upon, the 
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first tent pitched is that intended to hold the 
advanced or outlying piquet, as it is called; this is 
usually placed some yards in front of the first line, 
which is composed of the men’s tents, four to each 
company, and capable of containing each twenty- 
five men. In rear of this are the subalterns’ tents, 
at a convenient distance; the next is the captains’ 
line; but where there are so few officers present 
with a regiment as now-a-days, captains and 
subalterns generally pitch in one line. 

The next in line is the commanding officer’s, 
on each side of which stand the adjutant's and 
quarter-master’s tents, his right and left hand 
men, his staff, the commanding officer’s or head 
quarters being distinguished by a large Union 
Jock flag floating on a tolerably sized staff, or pole. 
Ou one flank of this last mentioned line is pitched 
the mess-tent, and on the otliCr the hospital; but 
this arrangement depends on the nature and ex¬ 
tent of the ground; it is, however, always prefer¬ 
able to have the hospital tents as far removed as con¬ 
venient, not only in consequence of the disagree¬ 
ables of sick people, medicines, See. Sec., but to 
avoid the possibility of contagion, in the event of 
cholera, or other epidemic. 

T1>c lines of tents thus described are placed at 
certain distances, according to regulations, varying, 
however, in proportion as there is space. Baggage 
carts and other accompaniments are drawn up in 
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rear of the respective tents of individuals- to whom 
they belong. Horses and cattle arc not aJ3o'wO<l 
to be picketed within the precincts of the camp, 
The quarter-master appoints a convenient spot for 
this purpose at a proper distance, but within the 
boundary of the other encampment I bis arrange¬ 
ment kf however, often infringed, tbc mete the 
pity, as nothing tends to create dirt and filth so 
much as the presence of these or any other an duals 
i 0 rear of cur tents. 

The field-hospital is always well cantriTod. The 
number of tents for the accommodation of the 
sick allowed by regulation is in accordance with 
the strength of the regiment. These are pitched, 
Us 1 before said, either on one of the dank face# 
of tire Square, or On SOnJlt eligible spot dry and 
airy, and free from bees, or busies, A tent is 
allowed for the medico] subordinate, and another 
for the protection and dispensing of die medicines, 
&c. Jcc. There is, also, a tent for the dead, when 
occasion requires iL Jn the rear of these are the 
tents of the medical officers, ranged according to 
number. The doolies are placed in front, or rear, 
or on the flanks of the sick tents, os the ground 
admits. 

And now, T think, I have pretty well explained 
the nature of an encampment, a? regards those 
immediately connected with the military part of 
the bugsciKS, It slill remains for me to touch 
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slightly upon that of the followers, which, as I ob¬ 
served, is regularly marked out in boundary, and 
out of which not a soul can locate himself without 
special sanction from the superior authority. 

The families and other followers are, however, 
permitted to erect their tents, or pals, or temporary 
huts, promiscuously, without any regard to regu¬ 
larity, partly from an objection to interfere with 
the mens’ priratc arrangements, and partly with a 
view to save time; os it would, indeed, be endless 
trouble to insist upon any observance of military 
regularity or precision, the which is more likely 
to give rise to grumbling and discontent, doing, 
thereby, more harm than good, by rendering the 
privacy of the women (of which the natives are 
peculiarly tenacious in all castea) liable to be 
intruded upon. This latter circumstance alone is 
apt to give dissatisfaction mor£than anything else; 
“ bully and tyrannise over us as much as you like, 
but do not meddle with our families," is what is 
frequently said amongst them; and those who 
know the character of our native soldiery can, I 
dare say, vouch for the truth of my remark. 

Each man, therefore, selects his own particular 
spot, whereon to erect his abode for the time being, 
for the reception of his family; and some of these 
are such wretched coverings, that I cannot help 
in this place attempting a description, which may 
serve to give the reader a faint idea of the kind of 
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tiling I allude to. Those who can afford it (■Or 
arc fortunate enough (o hate OUC in their family 
OS a sort of heir-loom), Uni provided with small 
tents, or palt f about six feet long and three feel 
w ide, w ith a pitch of about three or four feel from 
tllC ground, upon two sticky or thin bamboos; 
souie have longer, and aOUie even smaller thou 
those; and many, who have none at all, stretch 
out a few old cambists (blankets), threadbare And 
patched, Upon sticks, under the imperfect cover¬ 
ing of which, tliey HheJter tlicir poor wives and 
ehiltl rou. 

Many, again, who have neither the one nor 
the other, put up a miserable shed, composed of 
boughs and branches, and anything they can pick 
up from the neighbouring juggles; wretched al»des, 
indeed, into which they crowd by downs, a motley 
group of young unili old, presenting a sad picture 
of discomfort Sind poverty r The ap]iea ranee of 
this assemblage OF tents, pals ond hovels,' of a 
variety of forms und sires, p wan U a striking con¬ 
trast io tha regular encampment, consisting, as the 
latter does, of largo comfortable coverings for men 
as well as for officers. Ti* only the poverty-stricken 
married soldiury who are SO miserably provided 
for, and it is they who suiter principally all tin; 
hardships and privations of a line of march, them¬ 
selves having their respective duties to attend to, 
as well as the looking after and providing for their 
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numerous families, consisting, as before observed, 
of some eight or ten souls to each fighting man. 

The number of people, men, women and children, 
with beasts of burthen picketed in all directions, 
and covering the surface of the ground (sometimes 
not very extensive), the little pals, &c. Ac., thickly 
crowded together, will, I think, enable the reader 
to form an adequate conception of the scene I 
hare been trying to describe; but although, I fear 
me, I hare fallen short of the sketch, yet, at the 
same time, I flatter myself I am not far wrong 
in the general outline. By witnessing the sight 
alone can anybody know what an Indian encamp¬ 
ment is. 

Such are the discomforts to which our poor 
soldier* are exposed, even when nothing out of tlie 
common routine occurs to odd to them; but what 
must the state of these poor creatures be when 
disease in its roost appalling form visits a camp, 
carrying off, day after day, its victims by twenties 
and thirties? If the mind shudders at the bare 
contemplation, what must it be to be an eye-witness 
to the reality? But I think it probable that I 
shall have to toad) more largely upon this truly 
distressing subject hereafter, so will let it pass for 
the present, hoping that the feeling hearts of my 
readers, and the charitably indined in power, will 
lend their aid, by their experience and influence, 
to do somewhat towards ameliorating the sufferings 
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and bettering tba condition of dicae very soldiers 
by whose valour, corn-age, discipline and unshaken 
fidelity, we hold fa&t in cur bands die richest jewel 
in our country's crown ! 

1 have now only one item left i n my description 
of an encampment, and that is one of die moat 
important and mast useful, a a well Os tlie moat 
5 ndi spews ably requisite, WMt 1 allude to 18 the 
££ iwar” or antlers' ca mp. Whenever anybody 
of troops move from one station to another, it is 
the rale tor tho quarto nuns ter-gen end 1 b deport¬ 
ment to report to die civil authorities of lbs dis¬ 
tricts through which tlioir route lays, informing 
diem of the number of fighting men, and probable 
number of camp-followers accompanying. 

Tina report enables die civil power* to make 
arrangements for tilt famishing of BUpphe* at die 
different ballLLig-plaScs, and this is done by the 
underatiappors at the towns, villages and humlcls* 
directing the Attendance in camp of a certain 
number of bctfaar-mcn or shopkeepers, who are 
to bring with them supplies of ail sorts for con¬ 
sumption, which I need not, I think,, enumerate 
horn. 

Each article Isas a Used price, and every thing 
supplied lb immediately paid for. On the march 
of a body of troopa, of a regiment, for instance, a 
guard is always sent on in advance, under command 
of a steady non-commiastoTicd officer, for die pur- 
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pose of giving protection to these people; and a 
place is fixed upon by tins quartermaster, where a 
large flag is hoisted on a long pole, and here the 
“ bunnyahs," or shopkeepers, are regularly ranged 
in line according to the articles they are vending; 
for instance, those selling rice, in one line; those 
selling grain, or vetch, or peas, in another; those 
with curry-stuff and other condiments, in another; 
then, again, the butcher has his stall apart; the 
poultry-man takes up his position here; tire vendor 
of fish (if any) there; then the pawn-leaf man sits 
close to the flag-staff, and he of tobacco behind 
him; while the oil-seller takes up his station on 
one flank, and the straw and torches are disposed 
of on the other. 

Each village has its head man, or “ sahsildar ,” 
or “ sfiarittadar,” or ** cutuxxul” or " patail,” with 
his posse of “pernit," or poltcemen, according to 
the sire or importance of the place. Some of these 
latter, accompanied by a person in authority, come 
to the camp, as a representative of the district civil 
officer, for the purpose of seeing that the things are 
properly disposed of, and thut the soldiers pay for 
such as they take; and, in order that no disputes 
may arise or disturbance take place between the 
buyers and sellers, the regimental cutwaul and his 
two peons are always in attendance; while the 
havildar, commanding the bazaar guard, is also on 
the spot to preserve order and to check irregularities. 
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Thus ft plentiful supply of provisions is ahvaya 
in cainp, anti the articles are supposed to fee of the 
best description. frothing pay, nothing have, is the 
order; there is CO aJlowedi llsc consequences 

are, that the dealing* between the sulk™ and the 
camp are all fair, or* at ftll -events they are pre¬ 
sumed to be so; bat it in to be feared that, ils na¬ 
tives are great rascals in every situation whera sdf- 
interesil is concerned, tlrert in much more knavery 
going Oft than people arc probably aware of, bu.t 
which those '(UotWi know who fire at all acquainted 
with tltsir characters, There is certainly a H Jtir- 
rfiM,’' or " tariff 1 ” or fixed pTJce* to everything 
brought to ba sold j but that does not prove that 
they are not purchased up for half their fijted valua¬ 
tion previously to being brought into camp, and 
who is it that benefits thereby? Not tho poor 
basaar-m&uj certahSy, but the bead man and his 
myrmidons. 

The prices are fixed, and there is no abatement: 
the bunnynhs vend the things at those prices* while 
thev are bona Jide and intrinsically worth another; 
the difference fund that a elcur profit too of pm- 
hap? more than half) going into the pockets of 
those very men who are placed over them as trust¬ 
worthy, and who are present in camp for the 
express purpose of preventing fraud, which they 
are absolutely and most barefacedly conniving ah 
These men take thft profit to thnnsclre*, giving 
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the baxaar-fellows a trifle to make them hold their 
tongues. 

1 have frequently gone into these baiaars, or 
market-places, while in camp, and have seen the 
cheatery I allude to going on, without knowing 
exactly how to check it; and I have often heard 
our men say the same. I remember, on one 
occasion, a poor sepoy of my company came to 
me for assistance. Baying tliat the rice was very 
dear, and tliat he had not the wherewithal to pay 
for it. I always made it a rule to look into every 
complaint myself, so, taking np my hat and stick, 
accompanied the man to the place of buying and 
selling. 1 took with me a few rupees also, and, 
going up to the first rice-man, asked him the price 
of his grain; he told me, so much. I asked the 
next, and the next, and obtained the same answer. 
Being able to converse fluently in Hindustanee, 
I addressed myself to one of the village peons 
present, (a Moslem,) and said— 

“ Come, now, tell me the truth, is this rice here 
of the same price os what you yourulf get in the 
village? What do you, now, give for your own 
particular use V 

" Why, sir,” said the fellow, " the rice brought 
to camp is sold at a particular price. I cannot say 
ivlist it is sold for out of camp.” 

“ Oh! you cannot say," inquired I—“ and why 
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cannot you Ray, pray I You are here oir purpose 
to render every assistance and information ?" 

<a Yea., sir/ 1 ' said the man, " but \ am rnuible to 
tell you the difference in price between the rice in 
camp and that Lie the tillage.” 

“ Well” Raid I, "if you cannot tell me, i Will go 
into the tillage myself and aee^ Come along, my 
lad/ 1 added l, turning to the sepoy, and we forth¬ 
with Started off to the village hard by, and there, 
to my astonishment, purchased rice of a superior 
quality to that vended in the tamp for half the price. 
I gave the poor old sepoy ft present of a rupee's 
worth; and, not wishing to make any more Fuss 
about the matter, went hack to camp, and said not 
n word to any one. My sepoy returned with me, 
rejoiced at having been so fortunate. 

This ]iuJe anecdote l hive given, as one instance 
out of thousands, of the natality and cheatery 
going onj the subordinate authorities, as it were, 
hiding and abetting, without in any way attempting 
t* prevent the eviL I. must, however, remurL, in 
justice to the superior civil powers, that these 
irregularities fire carried on, tn a great measure, 
quite unknown to them. It is impossible for ft 
man to be everywhere; whilst, therefore, he is at 
one end of hiu district, the uuderstrappers nt the 
Other are practising their knavish tricks with im¬ 
punity, to the detriment of those under whom they 
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are serving, and the disgrace of the responsible 
and trustworthy situations they hold. 

Let it not be supposed that I have made the 
above remark to cast a slur upon that honourable 
body of gentlemen composing our civil service ; far 
from it; 1 have merely cited it as an instance of 
the shameful proceedings of people who are sup¬ 
posed to be as honest as those by whom they 
are employed; fellows who arc ns smooth and as 
tilvery-tongued as possible when their superiors 
are present, and, on the contrary, deep, cunning 
and crafty, when they are absent 
Our sepoys suffer considerably from these shame¬ 
ful proceedings, as do also the officers. A few sum¬ 
mary examples, and strict scrutiny, can alone put 
a stop to them; and it is to be hoped that, by 
severely punishing those persens who are privy to 
such doings, a great benefit will be conferred on 
travellers and the public in general, and a poor 
man will be able to get himself a feed of rice, witfit ■ 
the comfortable consolation tliat he has not been 
cheated in its purchasing. 

It is always customary, unless anything occur* 
to prevent it, for a regiment marching to have a 
halt, or resimg-day. This halt takes place every 
third day; that is, there is no marching on the 
third. There are two days of moving, and one of 
rest, and this enables both men and cattle to brush 
up and recruit from the fatigues of the journey, and 
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also causes a break, as it were, which is in every 
respect pleasant fcu all parties. On such occasions, 
ftlL damages to our travelling-appurtenances are re- 
paired i horse* are shod (that is, tho®e that require 
it), broken tout ropes, replaced, and rents mended ; 
the men touch up their arms and accoutrements, 
while the old women and other idlers in camp 
wash their clothes. 

The olEceri form themselves into parties, and go 
out shooting or Inditing, followed by as many of 
the men as are fond of fiport, The per fen jinnee of 
all duties is strictly nnd regularly gone through; 
companies era in&pCctod; 4rrd* and MDUUinttioa 
eia«uned; the fomta of guard-mounting nre ob¬ 
served, and everything is done to keep up that 
regimen of the ioilitaTy profession, so peculiar to 
the Madras army, . 

We invariably had a grand cricket-match on 
these d;iys, !f die ground admitted of it; the two 
sides playing for so many sheep, and Wing a good 
"irf^lwf 1 {feast) afterwards, The oiflocns always 
joined in the amusement*, contributing all in their 
power towards that good feeling- which should in¬ 
variably exist in (ho ranks of every regiment, n 
desideratum of such material consequence towards 
maintaining proper discipline amongst the rucn r 

There is always a grand dinner in the mcEs-tcnt 
on a halting-day, to which the ladle* in camp are 
respectively invited, they coming as the rest do. 
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a camp fashion.” The members of the mess are on 
such occasions dressed out somewhat better than 
on common days, to meet their fair guests. It is 
indeed a pleasant thing to be fuvoured with the 
presence of the female portion of our family (for 
where all are on good terms iu a corps one may 
look upon the whole as such); they add a charm 
to our wandering life; pat us on our good beha¬ 
viour; sharpen up our dormant energies; excite our 
wit, and derate us to something above the com¬ 
mon humdrum of a monotonous existence; mo¬ 
notonous when compared to that which we should 
otherwise lead, were our fair friends always in our 
society. Out as these are not matters of every-day 
occurrence, and their visits being like those of 
angels (angels they are too), few and far between, 
we learn to appreciate their ppsence the more, and 
(eel doubly honoured when they do enter the pre¬ 
cincts of our tents. 

A dinner of this description is a very merry one; 
(who can help being merry when the ladies are 
with them ?) we have plenty of fun, and eat and 
drink right joyfully. The old butler contrives to 
put on a capital dinner, and the wines are cooled 
with saltpetre, not only as a treat allowed on halt¬ 
ing days, but because the ladies are dining with us. 
On other occasions, there is no such indulgence, 
unless each individual chooses to carry his own, 
and that is expensive enough. 
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The vr*y we mftltflge ■to cool 0»r wine and bctsr 
on ordinary days is very simple, and I may as well 
mention it bene for the benefit of (he ignorant in 
swell mattcre. Take the bottle, and suspend it 
by the neck to tiie door of your teat, keeping tlie 
opposite one open to ad mit a thorough draft of air j 
cover the suspended culprit With a napkin or cloth, 
which roust be kept well wot- The hot wind blow¬ 
ing upon this causes..the water on tha napkin to 
become cold ‘ evaporation take□ place, and imparts 
the coolness to the liquor, wlilcll renders it deli¬ 
ciously palatable. 

Our water we cool in the same miimtr. The 
M gogleW’ for earthenware bottle*} in which we 
keep it are porous, and consequently the Outer Sur¬ 
face is always damp; the wind blowing upon (hem 
cools the contents 5efficiently to obviate the neces¬ 
sity of using altpetfd But water is an ingredient 
which is seldom used os a drink by itself - indeed, 
for my part, [ do not think it wise to drink it plain, 
without mixing it with brandy, or wtoe; for there 
is no knowing where it conies from, and what poi¬ 
son may be in it. 

But, to return to our dinner, Tha officers' ser¬ 
vants, don dean clothes, and get themselves shaved 
and otherwise brushed up - the plates and d ishes, 
kftiv« and forks, receive an eitra superfine polish ? 
the table look* nice and tidy, and the whale is 
capital, considering that ertcything was the day 

von, u. c 
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before in ft state of bustle, confusion, and rough¬ 
ness. 

While at dinner, the band is drawn up outside 
the tent, and we are enlivened with music, and in 
the evening, if the ground is even and grassy, we 
have a dance. Ladies are a great acquisition to a 
camp, in my opinion; although I know there are 
others who hold a different opinion. They hftTe 
many inconveniences and privations to undergo, 
and some there are, poor creatures, who, with their 
young families, are exposed to many hardships, 
which it is a wonder their delicate constitutions can 
possibly undergo. I have seen them turn out of a 
morning—the rain pouring in torrents—from a 
warm bed into a cold palankeen, exposed to the 
wet and damp air, the children CTying and worrying 
their mothers, who are themselves sadly perplexed 
with a variety of anxieties and cares, that keep mind 
and body in a state of excitement, which must do 
them much injury. 

Although I say that ladies are an acquisition to 
a camp, still, I think, when it can be managed, it 
is a far better plan to have them sent on in ad¬ 
vance to the station, to which the corps is going. 
But this cannot often be done, from various causes. 
Wives will not leave their husbands, or husbands 
will not part with their wives; the parties cannot 
afford the extra expenses of posting and separate 
establishments; or a lady objects to travelling 
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alone. Again, the tamily may have no friends to 
receive them on their reaching the end of the 
journey; there are no eufih conveniences as inns 
or hotels for travelers to go to, and the poor lady 
knows Ilol how to manege when she does arrive. 

These and many Other reasons render it abso¬ 
lutely noKStary for the wife, with her tittle ones, 
to accompany her husband; and, although, there 
may be many ohjectbns attending tbeif being in 
camp, still, after all, it is a consolation and cou- 
fort to them to he with their Uw ful protectors, by 
whose advice they can manage so muds better, 
and in whose society they must be far happier than 
if away from them by tjiamseSve& J 

1ft the com ec of oar journey, wt arrived at a 
largo town and frsrt, called Ch&nnDypatam, a place 
of Consequence in tha days of Hyder AtLy and the 
SnJ tftun TippOO, hut mow of comparative iis&ignifi- 
cancer The Fort is a combination of old dilapidated 
walls, with circular bustions, peculiar to Oriental 
fortiffeations, A portion of tile works W4S shown 
me a* having been planned and commenced by tha 
snitann himself; indeed there is one part particu¬ 
larly pointed OlU to tliO traveller which to this day 
bears ike name of Tippoa's battery. Hi-fi fall at 
Seringa pa taut, however, put OH end to all hi? designs 
of ambition and aggrandizement, as well as to every¬ 
thing else. 

Here we again halted, staying two days instead 
c2 
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of one, during which time we had ample leisure to 
make preparations for our further progress towards 
the lower country. At this stage, we procured ban¬ 
dies or carts, for the conveyance of our baggage, 
the roads being practicable for such things; great 
lumbering affairs, on two very high wheels, neither 
ornamental nor useful, and upsetting at the least 
unevenness of the roads. They arc drawn by two 
bullocks, and arc capable of containing a good 
quantity of baggage. 

At Chenroypatam there is a very large tank, 
more resembling an extensive lake. On this sheet 
of water we found innumerable flights of wild fowl, 
ducks, teal and cotton birds (a species of widgeon), 
all capital eating, and affording excellent sport. The 
tank is so very broad and deep, and fhe birds are so 
shy, that there was scarcely any possibility of get¬ 
ting at them, excepting b f chance shots as they 
flew over onr heads. Our success was, therefore, 
indifferent 

However, we contrived to construct two or three 
rafts, composed of the trunks of the plantain-tree, 
put together by means of bamboos lashed across 
them ; four of these joined together, as I have de¬ 
scribed, form a very safe roomy raft, large enough 
to admit of two or three people upon it At one 
end are fixed branches and boughs of trees by way 
of screen, and behind this abattu we used to ait, 
while a servant from behind would either push the 
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vessel along with a pole, or bamboo, in shallow 
water, or partite liet with A piece of boartE taken 
tor that purpose. 

In this manner, we used to approach the bEids 
to within shot, when throwing a fltoni; among them, 
wc would put the whole on the wing, which afforded 
us beautiful sport. But this was dangerous work, 
as it sometimes happens, ns was the ease with me, 
that the joining bamboos cither break, or the trunks 
work themselves asunder; and, unless a man can 
swim lie stands u good chance of being drowned, 
to say nothing of the risk of being snapped up by 
an alligator, which animal is genomlly a frequenter 
of fttl huge piece* of water, | hrn^ It narrow escape 
fit tilts place; my raft went to pieces, and, had wo 

not ail been good swim ptra, Wfl should have gone 
down. Wie contrived save our but powder, 
idiot nnd the gums hag, were all Formated, 

[ remember a very laughable Itick I played 
upon my fellow griffin at this place. lie was very 
short-sighted, and made, in consequence, many 
ludicrous mistakes, One Or two of which I have 
already related. Soma religious natives had put a 
quantity of boiled rice, &£. &c. into an earthen pot, 
or chatty, Us it is called, as an offering of propitia¬ 
tion, I suppose, to some dflity, and laud placed it 
upon the aurfiwe of the wHtcr, where it floated 
about, driven backward* and' forwards by tl;c 
bfesze- My friend smd I were ftutlring along the 



30 


TBN VBAR* IN INDIA. 

bund or bank, with our guns, on a shooting excur¬ 
sion, expecting to pick up something on the tank. 
I spied the chatty dancing very prettily on the 
mimic wares of this little sea; it was of a darkish 
appearance, and at a distance had the look of a 
good sized duck. A sudden thought induced me 
to stop short and stoop down, which my companion 
did likewise. 

* What's the matter?” inquired he. 

44 Don’t you seef said I, “ don’t you see it?” 

14 See what ? I see nothing.” 

“You must be blind, then,” rejoined I, “ for if 
there is not as beautiAil a duck as ever swam I am 
no true sportsman. Look there, man! Look, how 
splendidly and gracefully it moves! And so nicely 
in shot, too!” 

44 Oh, ah 1 Yes, I see ifnow,” said my chum. 
44 I see it well; what a lovely creature! Do let me 
hare a shot at him V 

44 With all my heart,” said I, 44 mind and take 
good aim, for it would be a pity to lose such a fine 
bird. Now’s your time!” 

The gun went up to the shoulder, and after a 
long and steady aim was discharged, bang! The 
duck, alias the chatty, hod been hit and disap¬ 
peared. 

44 You have hit him,” said I; 44 wait a little, 
you'll see lum again presently. He has only dived. 
Look out now with your other barrel.” 

/ 
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44 Oh, yes. I thought I had hit him,” said my 
companion. 44 Did you hear the noise the shot 
made against him. lie must have had a good 
dose. If he rises again, it will be as a dead bird.” 

44 Wait a little,” said 1, 44 we shall sec.” 

We waited, but no bird alive or dead made its 
appearance. The water was smooth and unruffled- 
We made another pause, but no bird still. I could 
stand it no longer, so burst out into a loud laugh. 

44 What are you laughing at, you gTeat griffin ?’ 
inquired the disconcerted sportsman. 

44 Laughing at you, to be sure,” replied I. 44 Why, 
what do you think you have been firing at ?” 

44 At a duck, to be sure. What else do you 
think it could have been” ? 

44 Nothing more or less than a black chatty,” 
said 1, 44 and now who u the griffin ?" 

44 1 do not believe you,” said he, and shouldering 
his fowling-piece, he trudged off, evidently much 
chagrined at the mistake he had committed. 

We soon came upon another Brahminical chatty, 
which cleared up the mystery. I made my friend 
take up his glass and look well at it. He was at 
length convinced of the mistake he had made, and 
rated me most unmercifully for having duped him. 
However, we returned to our tents that day with 
bags full of duck and teal, besides sundry other 
heads of game, so that he altogether made up for 
the mistake he made, in taking an earthen calibash 
for a live animal. 
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At Cbenroypatam, wc found a difficulty in col¬ 
lecting the required number of coolie*. The head 
man of the place, and the khillacUtr (or command¬ 
ant of the fort, a native), neither of them giving 
u« any assistance. We were therefore obliged to 
resort to a stratagem, which had the desired result. 
The colonel gave orders to bring together as many 
coolies os could be procured, and had them placed 
in durance vile, posting a strong guard over them. 
He also seized one of the principal men and con¬ 
fined him likewise, until the number wanted were 
produced by the others, threatening them with 
similar treatment if they did not immediately exert 
themselves. 

This succeeded beautifully; the coolies were pro¬ 
duced that some evening, and the colonel, for fear 
of their decamping, took the Qfecantioaary measure 
of having them all locked up till the morning. The 
non-appearing of the coolies was entirety owing to 
the insolence of the hhilladar (a proud, haughty 
Mysorean), who ought to have been well flogged for 
his misconduct. Being a servant, and in the pay 
of the government, it was his duty to have given 
every assistance in his power, instead of which the 
rogue bud tho audacity to refuse, at first, and then 
to say that no coolies were procurable; both down¬ 
right and causeless falsehoods. 

There never is any real difficulty in obtaining 
coolies; the only thing to be observed is to give 
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the poor fellows their hire; they will then willingly 
go three or four marches with thejr employer; this 
is their only means of subsistence, and surely the 
labourer is worthy of his hire, is he not ? The hire, 
too, is remarkably cheap, only three annas for 
every ten English miles. 

Coolies are always afraid to go a journey, if 
they should have experienced severity of ill treat¬ 
ment Iron previous employers; and it is indeed a 
crying shame that such helpless beings should be 
so harshly dealt with, when the slightest kindness, 
or indulgence, is attended with so much convenience 
and comfort. They will follow the traveller and 
carry their loads for miles and miles without mur¬ 
muring, and prove themselves most useful and 
faithful also, which they cannot possibly be when 
harsh and severe njeasurea arc exercised towards 
them. And what a paltry pittance is the earning! 
Poor black man ! When will your European fel¬ 
low-creatures learn to look upon you as one of 
themselves! 

I invariably made it a rule to be os kind to these 
poor wretches as my small circumstances would 
allow me. Some instances there were truly of mis¬ 
behaviour (as will always be the case), but I looked 
upon them merely as exceptions. 1 do not think 
that I changed coolies more than three or four times 
during the whole march. On halting each day, I 
invariably gave them their wages immediately, and, 
c 5 
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when we did not march, I always treated the whole 
of nay followers by giving them a sheep or two, by 
way of encouragement to good behaviour. 

Sheep of the description consumed by the com¬ 
mon people are very cheap; I have purchased them 
two per rupee, and sometimes more for that sum. 
The meat, however, rather resembles goat’s flesh 
than mutton, and is moreover very tough, and not 
very palatable to a European. The natives con¬ 
trive to masticate it well enough; anything in the 
shape of wholesome flesh is better than empty sto¬ 
machs, and when such thingB as sheep are given 
to them gratis, the gift is sure to be appreciated, 
and I think a couple of rupees thus expended arc 
well laid out, for the poor men are always more 
willing and able to do their work, and to perform 
anything extra that may be inquired of them. 

I loot upon the act of contributing to the com¬ 
forts of these labourers as one of chanty; for, 
considering their hard work, their paltry pittance, 
and their meagre fare, they are realty objects of 
pity, and a present of the description I have men¬ 
tioned is what they are unaccustomed to, and a great 
saving to them of their scanty earnings. They 
consume but a very small quantity at a time of the 
meat they thus acquire; the remainder is cut up 
into small bits, and, being tied to a peace of twine, 
is hung up in the sun to dry, after which process 
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it lasts them for many days. A small donation of 
rice after a long march is also very acceptable. 

I always found that I got on much better with 
the natives by mild, kind, and considerate treatment 
than by the harsh measures generally adopted by 
all classes of Europeans towards them: one line 
of conduct is appreciated, while the other, at all 
times grating to the feelings of men whatever their 
colour, only serves as incentives to misbehaviour, 
mistrust and revenge. 

The natives have it always in their power to 
annoy and to vex, in retaliation for ill-treatment 
experienced at the hands of their employers; and, 
whenever tliey observe an inclination on their parts 
to bully or use them unkindly in any way, they in¬ 
stantly adopt a mode of behaviour, notwithstanding 
their servile looks aijd humble manner, which often¬ 
times proves not only extremely inconvenient but 
dangerous. 

The reader must kindly excuse these concluding 
remarks. 1 have made them more with a view to 
advise my young friends how to act towards their 
humble servitors, men whose subsistence, as well 
as that of their large families, depends upon their 
own labour entirely, and who undergo hardships 
innumerable to gain a precarious livelihood, even 
from “ the crumbs which fall from their master’s 
table,” and who, if treated kindly, will prove 
themselves faithful slaves; and if otherwise, will 
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turn out to be inveterate in their hatred and im¬ 
placable in their revenge. 

When I aay native*, I mean taking the poorer 
daasea collectively, not any particular individual* or 
castes, but as a whole, be they at their own homes 
or in the field. The new-comer may rely on it that 
kind treatment towards all with whom be may be¬ 
come connected will be found to be the best and 
most convenient policy to adopt; certainly it ia 
much more respectable, much more manly, and 
much more in accordance with every principle of 
professing Christians; and where is the Englishman 
who would tamely submit to be dealt with as the 
natives of India often are? The very brutes that 
perish are not so treated. 

Is it not a disgrace to our countrymen, (who 
oonsider themselves a nation peculiarly alive to all 
the feelings of honour and charity,) that such things 
should go on unpunished, unnoticed, in a land too 
from whence we derive so many benefits and com¬ 
forts ; a country placed in our hands by the all-wise 
arrangement of a merciful and gracious Providenoe, 
as a dispensation of His goodness towards us, a 
precious talent committed to our charge ? 

Is it a right way of showing our gratitude for 
such blessings, to ill-treat snd tyrannize over the 
helpless inhabitants of that country? Nay, rather 
ought we not to try and evince our thankfulness 
by endeavouring to make all things work together 
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for their good, by proving to them by precept and 
example as well as conciliating behaviour, that we 
are Christians not in name only but in deed and in 
truth? Are not the natives of India, high and low, 
rich and poor, people of like form and fashion as 
ourselves ? Then why should we ill-treat man, or 
woman, who are made after God’s own image, aad 
are equally his creatures ? 

Earnestly do I hope that these words of advice 
may sink into the memory of such os may be 
destined in after-life to become wanderers in India's 
sultry dime, so that both themselves and the op- 
pros sed natives may profit from my experience. 
My readers will only have to appeal to otbees, and, 
if they do not agree with me in the justice of these 
remarks, I shall be very much mistaken. I know 
that our honourntjje musters at home have issued 
strict and serious orders, directing that persons ill- 
treating the natives shall be severely punished, and 
our local governments have, in accordance with 
those orders, token precautionary steps towards 
their being carried into active operation; but how 
many instances are there doily occurring, in men’s 
houses, in the field, in the town, in the village,— 
everywhere, which, if noticed, would bring con¬ 
dign punishment upon the heads of tire offenders? 

Our good folks in England know not of the 
goings-on in India. To multreat a native is con¬ 
sidered a meritorious act, and the younger branches 
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of the aervicc l%ink it very fine and manly to cutSC 
Mid ewear lit them, kick and buffet tb® n > u:Ll ^ 
behave in flneh a manner that, if it were known, the 
meat aerioua consequences would be the result. 1 
am sorry to any that many who ought to act a 
lx:U<:r example to the younger am juStas bad, ftonie 
of them worse:- and those who ought to interfere 
with fhtir authority to check aueh proceedings take 
no steps to prevent (he flame. 

Let na hope, however that, in accordance with 
the improvement which is ao visibly takiOg place 1 
in the mof&L and religions principles of all circle ft 
of society, the conduct of our countryman towfttdf 
the poor unprotected, unoffending natives of the 
lower grades, ivttl Jikawiac undergo reform, and 
thftt, instead of nwllreatmcDt, wt shall ere long 
behold thorn extending the haryj of sympathy and 
Cbnitiaa kindliness, moderating their demeanour 
towards them with manly forbearance, and allowing 
to the ignorant yet feeling natives of India, how 
good fc thing it ia for the superior to protect the 
inferior, and how degrading it is to Christiana to 
infringe rliat law of clmrlty which Lids U9 “do unto 
others aa we wokdd that they should do unto us.' 
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CHAPTER II. 

lUitgnlcr*—Early DsrsJopeiect of the young Sabaltarn't Cbs- 
ractar—The intercepted Present—Tbs Cantonment and Port 
—The Clergy—Want of Cburcbe*—Preference of Officer, 
for Bangalore—A Grand Cricket Match—Religion* Preju¬ 
dices of the Native Troop*—Effect* of the Sun on Griffin*— 
Horae* and Horae-deal ere—Bangalore Race*—Encamping 
Ground—Nuisance of red *and-du*»—Tent* not tlio moat 
secure Habitation* when lb* arind blows—Bushing—Run¬ 
away Lascar-Servant— Observation* on domestic Manage¬ 
ment. 


We arrived, without any extraordinary occur¬ 
rence, at Bangalore, having been on the road for 
about a month, and, taking all things into consi¬ 
deration, after a very pleasant march thus far. I 
do not remember ever having been happier. True 
is it circumstances sometimes did happen to vex 
me, yet after all they were trivial, and then I was 
nothing more nor less than a downright greenhorn; 
and what person is there bearing that designation, 
or having that character, who can make his first 
march without encountering a multiplicity of diffi¬ 
culties. 
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A young Wfl fi«t jmnuy a Mr ° f 
1,™ is 1 «*itf for * c «c»cMt 
&f Lift Wbltartf his Character may bc r quaet and 

Hobcrt mild and tempera^ 0* riotous and di«i- 

™tcd - iratftonate and quarrelsome; h» quabtu* 
Son d^opd, hi* ™*d» i™- 

ably eft0W tlL^adYta toward* Inn. 

4 hofl* and Mglt il a deb S ht 

of the old at era; but if the latte* fijid ™t, ^ 
unite of bis griffiniBh trick* and i»E»¥«««« 
blonde Iw iaftt all fiTfflta a rtiaLLy gentlemanly lad 
poking many good quality giving •«*»■ ^ 
fotnrTm»d a promise of hia 
out atl acquisition to tlueir email circle; and, d tdey 
see that he LBj moreover, good-temperi^ and lakes 
iU the joke*ofhft comrades in a kindly part; that 
h* proves himself, th^gh a beff, atill a raaflly tel¬ 
le*. b* ™y &on baconieft a with the 

real; ifl treated a* an .equal; admitted iyto their 
brOlheihoOd; and looked upon ft* one of Hum- 

HelVfiBL 

But, if lie new arrival proven himaclf to he the 
' (ontrary to fell ihft and ihpira ft disposition te ^ 
litigiOiM-j or quanrclHOrtlOj he ft treated i?i such a 
manner that hie very existent# must he a burtlitn 
to him. A yoang B*an then, finds bis own level. 
If lie join a conceited vain pdppy, overflowing vvifli 
telf-importance, ho is very floon brought to hie 
hearings, and. made to understand that hie vanity 
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wiu avail him nollung in his intercourse with liift 
brother officer^- 

L um, however, glad to ssy h that such *P«» 
are rarities, and the youths of tile present day arc 
liVe i:.bt*d, gwOtuntr ]«d% though we do 
onallv meet with Strange characters, whom it W 
indeed matter of the greatest difficulty to shape 
into (he form and hearing of an officer, and who 
require to be ruled with (ho iron tod of mffitory 
aeverity, before they can be tamed into and ahapetl 
like any thing resembling a soldier. 

On S line of march, a young officer lias many 
opportnih ties of learning useful lessons. The very 
mode of living, of moving every day, of having to 
£ m and act for hitiMdf, and the be mg able to ob¬ 
serve and nodes whftt and how Ilii older comrades 
do for tbemsfllve*; nJi this soon puts him on the 
alert, anti a very, very few (toy a' practice makes hum 
™ r fe c t ■ a lid, US th* eyes of all tLo older bands a« 
dirceted towards and died upon every new arrival 
to observe what kind of an addition he may prove 
to the regiment, hi£ whatsis and what-is-to-bc are 
uslickly known, and he is put down in their opuwnns 
as being a proper sort of a fellow, or as one who u 
likely to prove no ornament to their iiatenuty. 
There arc always okler officers in a regiment, 
ready and willing to take by the bund any young 
]ul recently joined, and, «B l remarted m A former 
chapter, he should never be a stained to seek advice 
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or aid when ho really finds that lie cannot from 
ignorance act for lumEotf; but, if by means of his 
Own poreeptfon and fibilitiM, he is able fo got on 
by hifliWilf, hi thould act the put of an indepen¬ 
dent man, without making a confidant of any one, 
or letting a nod know what be would do, and what 
he would nob 

But we must now get ourselves into Bangalore, 
Let the above d igressLon be supposed Co have been 
made as we moved otT the road, and halted about 
two or thr«« miles from the station, where the good 
old colonel bud stopped For a ehort wh ile, just for 
the purpose oF hrushEng up a hit, and doing e very 
tiling in proper stylo, to let the good folks there 
know that the g^lJcsnt ——’a were as fine ct body 
of mm as ever marched into that cantonment to 
the tuna of “ Rule liriiaw iin” in quick time. 

’WTtiiLc halted as above mentioned, I chanced to 
observe a native trudging along the road with a 
Kaiket dung at each end of a bamboo, which he 
earned across Fna Bhoaldeie, ■Sociiig him coming 
as if from the cantonments,, 1 thought it probable 
that he might have been aentoutby a Friend fo some 
one of Our officers in camp; I therefore made no 
hesitation iq stopping the fellow, and being at the 
tiina on foot proceeded "scuts cirvmvn&' to open 
the said bsakgtc, Or hamper, when, to my delight 
and astonishment, I discovered a goodly supply of 
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fresh vegetables, and., what are far better, Some tijm 
peachea, plums, and applofl. 

Without in ^airing aa to whom diey belonged, or 
for whom they were intended, I immediately ah 
tacked the fruit, putting whole peachea into my 
mouth, and pocketing the apple* by dozens l The 
poor cooly looked OH aghast J then cried out in 
broken English, " ItMap, ear S I eh-tap, sar t I 
poor man, sar! What for muster do that? No 
musllt yeat the Jtppka 3 Them not master roan! 
Ieh-tap, sar! 1 hringoc from BnugLora, fcm 
Gomel Wornc garden! One preaent for UhIr 
R egmunt Cornel 1 Ish-lnp aar! No eat more, 
aar! What master bout?” 

H Hold your longue, you villain !” cried I, with 
my mouth full, don't mention (lie colond to me* I 
don't know of such a person l T Iwe, take a rupee 
and run back to the front of U» column, you will 
find the- colonel there 1 Why do you bring them 
to me, sir? I am not the colonel! Tlka them 
away, take them away- 13 

“Whit 1 know, earl" said the poor fellowj 
"Master make halt for me, wopen my hushkeC, 
H nd take em out all the fetches, the Mums, and 
the yuppies, and make cat fast [ what I can Sfty 
aOT? I g &> aar* make put cm back more yuppies; 
sar t I foor man, sftr, salam, sur r 1 gt> a Hi"-' 

And, taking my profferai com very gladly, he 
trudged back (o the head of the column, where. 
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seated On n bunk, was Our gallant colonel, who 
received the poor gardener, and examined die 
contents of (lie basket*. The latter kept his 
counsel, end (fie former was not ft bit the wiser; so 
much for my jujh'c, At breakfast in the tent, (he 
present wag displayed on the table, and i moat con* 
teas I felt ft s&cnct delight, when f sftw iboi f had 
eaten the best peaches and piums and apples that 
were sent The colonel very politely oEeicd me 
8 on&r which* in common civility* [ could OOt refuse, 
I remember telling 1dm (hiis anecdote geveml years 
after; be replied, that he always suspected I had 
played him the trick on die occasion, 

1 m«y as well here observe (hat Bangalore* being 
above the Ghauts, ia nmeh colder (he lower 
Country, The English fruit and vegetable* thryvo 
there (o perfeoflep. The resident have beaijtiXdl 
gardens la which they cultivate these liiHmi^a; 
eon>ft of the frutij ifc, being etpi^lly ns good ag that 
m Cur own dear counliy, rC-Utinding them of (ho 
delijgh Lfnl summers at home, wad enjoying ?ehftt 
UiCar friends cannot in the st^tey plains of the 
Can u tie. 

file cantemneat of bangalore Es a very extensive 
OltC, widely scattered, but at the same time laid mt 
In regular liftts of houses, which are in general weH 
builL and compact, with cnclosuree, or compounds, 
accord ing to the sizejaf the dwellings. Many of 
(hft houses are Iftfg*, nnd the rooms have fire-places* 
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in consequence of the cold during pertain months 
of the year. The appearance of the cantonment 
from the rising ground outside is certainly very 
pretty; tlic su bstantinl buildings, the neatly trimmed 
hedges, the well made roads, and the church peeping 
out from among the trees, the soldieiV quarters 
and other barracks, and public stores, nil form ft 
striking picture to the eye of the stranger. 

There is a large force maintained here, composed 
of horas-artilLeryj dragoons and native cavuEry, 
foot artillery, European and native infantry, sappers 
and miners, and so On, intended chiefly to hold the 
Mysoreans in check, for at this distant period there 
if. *citL an ill feeling on. the part of the Modems, the 
old followers of (lie great Sultaun Tippoo, ugainat. 
the British government; and the fr pettah” (or 
native suburbs) is swarming with Clio dissolute and 
discontented, as Ore also the neighbouring cities of 
Seriuga]ifttaui and Mysore, &c. 

Bangalore i* the head-qumters of a division of 
the Madras army, the general commanding and a[[ 
his staff, besides many Other officials, residing th ere; 
the society tlicreforc is large, and the place is con¬ 
sidered one ot the gayest in the whole Presidency, 
wit!i plenty of halls and. parties, racing and to on; 
every arrangement is made and much money ex¬ 
pended. for the worldly amusements of the residents, 
nnd every new arrival pronounces Bangalore to be 
one of die best stations in the whole country. 
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Thtdergy, as ia the ease throughout India, are 
very few in number. Where so many European 
ttoop^ excSlOTrely of the officers and their families, 
are congregated, it is a great pity that there are 
not idojg chaplains; as it is, the present incumbent 
has to do those, if not four, dulses every Sunday, 
without any assistance except from his filtrate, or 
some, one passing through. In addition, he has to 
attend the schools, and visit the Biropen hospital a 
as well as perform the Several Other d U Loss of hia 
calling. 

And now I have mentioned the clergy, I may ns 
well say a few words reguLdltJig them, flot, however, 
hi any way intended as presumption on my pari in 
arguing counter to the arrangements of my su¬ 
periors, but merely to show how few labourers there 
are a-field where " the harvest is so truly pleqtiAi!, 1 ' 
particularly in the East. Ib the whole of the 
Madras Presidency, comprising an octant of coun¬ 
try from Nagporc down to Cape Comorin, and 
reaching across from EaHi to Weat of nearly the 
whole of -Southern India, there are not actually 
more than thirty clergymen, that is to say, in tlto 
p*y of the Honoumble Company, Even this 
scanty, number is diminished by Some being away 
from their duties cm furlough to Europe, or else¬ 
where ; die Ir absence leaving a station for many 
months without any minister at all. 

The different mbgiouj societies in cult own land. 
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have sent out missionariss into dl parts of India, 
and til*re &r* mady scattered over our Presidency, 
bat titty hate a peculiar fluty to perform, and have 
mill i in £ to do with ihe huge stations inhere there 
arc troops, Their labours are entirely devoted to 
the conversion of tha native heathens of the country, 
and the chaplains of the service seldom or never 
have- an opportunity of benefiting by (heir assis¬ 
tance, so that wc cannot dcrlva any advantages by 
their being in the country. The missionaries arc 
generally located in the native towns and villages; 
they are consequently seldom found in our gains one-, 
or cantonments, where the presence of a clergyman 
is a maLte? of rare occurrence. 

At many of our stations there is not such a 
budding even as a church, whilst the Papists in¬ 
variably hive &ome pl*e* of worship. The conse¬ 
quence* are, that we'scldoro see die inside of a 
diurch, or hear the joyful! kOtOfndl of God's Holy 
Word from the lips of a divine ! Ttua is a sad thing, 
sad chows in glaring colours how much worldly 
matters occupy the thoughts of man, arid bow little 
attention is paid to the things which make for our 
peace, and how little care is given to the honour 
and praise of Him from whom a3E blessings flow. 

Now, a chaplain in India is very well p&id in¬ 
deed. He receives a salary techie in amount, if not 
more, to what he would do in England, where hi 
is obliged to keep a curate to assist him in his 
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duties. 'Willi such i handsome income as he w- 
oeives monthly, why does he not keep ft Ciiratc -in 
India, alao ? Or, why does not government curtail 
tine high pay, mid send out more chaplain#; surely, 
it can be done. And it would be a better plan 
which would give our stations (where there arc no 
chaplains) each ono, and the larger two or more 
nod, in-tend of Our government spending enormous 
sums of money in useless buildings, why not erect 
S church Or a chapel at atcli atiilion for the benefit 
of their servants T 

Huw many descried cantonments are (liere ail 
over India, whore (ho buildings which had cost 
IhonsardR and thousand* of rupee* at* going to 
rain and decay I Why should not these he pulled 
down and the materials removed to the nearest 
stations, and churches erected front them? The 
bricV-^wOTlt, (ha iron-work (4 wid fixture* could ba 
removed On bullocks, or carta, and would all prove 
mom or less useful. Tlic polling-down part of the 
business would net east much if gayemment^people 
were to be employed, end surely the undertaking 
would meet with its final rtwftnl, for what a de¬ 
lightful thing it is for Christiana in a foreign land 
to go with joyfitl steps to the HouScoF God, instead 
of desecrating Ills sabbaths, us many are at present 
doing at most places where no churches exist, by 
never even giving the Almighty a single thought? 
Would not the simple ringing of the diareli-bcll 
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remind tilt careless, thoughtless youth of u duty to 
perform, 

Arni would 3 lu 1 ll'i<': very cucumstancie of a cler¬ 
gyman residing amongst ns lnr« a beneficial effect, 
acid tell us that we have other things to think of 
besides our military duties find the pleasures and 
dis»i|ation of the mess-room? Tim want of clergy 
in tndsu is the bane of many a young man. Tim 
sjjlwtiry advice in private, or the timely warning 
V&ioe from the pulpit, may tend to check many in 
their'Career of sin and wickedness' to encourage 
the desponding, and strengthen such us are utready 
looking to the Author and finisher ef their faith. 
.The absence of such men from amongst us is, 
indeed, a matter ef deep regret* und 1 trust end 
pray that God will, in Hie own good time, put it 
into the hearts of Our#rulers to H &ccifl forth more 
labourers to the lumat." 

There is :> tolerably large fort At Bangalore, in 
which the military alerts arc Lift, and where the 
public offices of the force arc held. It wue for¬ 
merly tint scene of (DUCh bloodshed (Hid slaughter 
Tippoo with his train of one hundred pieces of 
artillery, played upon its walls, and, had it not been 
for the gallantry and dashing behaviour of our 
troops he. would probably have succeeded in bat¬ 
tering down |he defences; hut his guns were at¬ 
tacked and carried at the point of the bayonet. 
Tippoo und his troops were routed, and the whole of 
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his splendid train of ordnance, camp and material 
fell intoOotbflttdi. The site where the sultaun fixed 
this enormous hattery is still pointed oat fo the 
traveller by the many veterans, both Europeans, and 
natives who reside at Bangalore, though there, are 
now no vestiges or marks of the field-works he 
tonelrueted. 

Oat old European soldiers are very partial to 
Bangalore- They have been known to volunteer 
from one regiment Co another three or four difTft- 
rent times, So he able to remain in India in prefer¬ 
ence to going hnnte. They live very comfortably, 
draw their pensions, which arc ampin for ihdr own 
subsistence as well as for that of their families, and 
appear to be perfectly contented with their lot in 
life L 

It is usually those attached to native women, who 
remain in India; men with European wives generally 
return to Englfwul- I have known very few instances 
Of the latter giving India the p reference; thtrs are 
connexions and associations which draw them to 
their Own country, wherrag the being united to fe-' 
maica of colour with large families acts S5 a restraint, 
though many instances are known wherein Euro¬ 
pean soldiers have deserted their wives and chil¬ 
dren, and gone away without them, never intend- 
ing to return. 

These ponsinners are, however, considered very 
troublesome people, for they are ranch addicted to 


Jrinliing, and BPt the menus of corrupting the 
young soldiery, and making thoui intoxicated, after 
which the poor lads arc turned out of their ho axes, 
and are invariably taken up by the patrols and 
punished the next morning. 3 have h«ud, that 
tba veterans at Bangalore nro a particularly trou¬ 
blesome ICE- I liopo they w±LL reform one of these 
days, for an oW soldier with a 5oaf character is & 
disgrace to the profession. 

1 do not think that any of tbe officers of the 
force reside inside the fort; indeed, tbe place mult 
he too hot to induce any people to prefer the in¬ 
terior to tbe exterior, though some of the conduc¬ 
tors of ordnance may have quart ora, not from 
choice, but from necessity. 

The good folks at ISaugolore, hearing of our 
characters aa cricketem, a challenge Urfts scut us, 
and arrangements made for a match between the 
eleven of H. M.'a th foot and ounsalves; but 
this challenge was taking us at, a disadvantage, for 
many' of our beat players were away with the, 
Ws/i-tcmpwe were, therefore., badly off, though 
our lada were game to the backbone, and eager for 
the trial. Two of the best bats from among the. 
officers volunteered, and were taken in for want of 
better, to maka up our eleven. Tents were pitched, 
the ground marked out, nod the wickets placed by 
knowing hands, uutpires selected, and Bearers told 
off, all very proper, 

D S 
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Our men were nothing d&uilKld, although they 
were much out of practice f they Emd never before 
pEuyed ogninst Europeans, and their present antago¬ 
nists, (hey wens in formed, were first^rtlte players, 
Atl the cantonment turned out to see euelt a novelty r 
vii, r that of natives of India playing tit (hat true 
EngliHli game; fcndS it was a aight worth seeing;, 
too; (lie whole ground waa covered with European 
«nd native soldiery from the different corps, in die 
(dace, besides ladies and gentlemen spceCatora, for 
whose accommodation tents were pile-bed and re¬ 
freshments laid out by the mess of the gallant re¬ 
giment to whom wc were OppOafid, 

The game was played very fairly and with great 
spirit, though it wus evident to. all present that the 
Advantage whs on the side of the Europeana. Tile 
dfSl day h s result waa, however, in favour of our 
ineiL, neLwitbatanding their want of practice. That 
of the second day was against uh, which made the 
match in every way a drawn one, and both parties 
aeparated highly satisfied with each other, the Euro - 
pcona in great glee, and our Lada so escited that 
they declared, had (lie u been present, 

tlaerc would have been no difficulty in giving the 
"n^rr (the Roldser-peopte,) a thorough 

good drubbing, We were to have played the 
dragoons, hut we left Bangalore before a match 
could be got up. 

It was highly amusing to mark (lie behaviour of 
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cur gallant countrymen towards their darker wm- 
i iules oil cilia occasion. Not knowing the customs 
of the [LiLtivca, the men hud prepared a hind of col¬ 
lation with plenty of d rink, to be partaken of by the 
sepoy a as well as themselves. The aoldifcra came 
up to our men as soon as the game wjy ovar, and, 
slapping them on the back, one of them &&id :— 

Hf Come along, hoys, and take a bit of flotnething 
to oat and a glass of beer! *' 

"No, sJir ’ no can eal^ «'«0 drink, 2 Salami, sir, no 
can do that;" replied a havildar of Ouru. 

ff Arnili, honey 2" exclaimed an Irish grenadier, 
"wa’ll take no excuse; and by the piper that 
played before Mc»cs, ye ahull have ft rnal drop of 
the crater, too 1 eunie along l" 

" No, air! I Hindoo mans ! I neber drink 2 I 
lose casta 'Hpose 1 takeout rack ; that no good for 
me l' h 

“ Weil, thin, lave the drink 2 Como in and take 
something to eat; do that now, there's a darlint, 
Jack &apay that ye (me [" 

No, Biir 1 *alam, sir [ Main Mussulman boon; 
nabin ka sukla !* no, sfir 2" 

" Is it ka tuAta do you say ? Well, thin I don't 
know what that maims, its gibberish to me 1 Will 
ye take a cheroot, thin V 
Hi MaHtcr sodgeir give cheroot, I take and make 
smoke ; hut no enn eat, no can drink [" 

* 11 I *iA it Mu riu.lm.ia, 1 noi not thU to mL 1 ' 
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" Rut y(s rue all a queer set of fiuhefl, that ye are!" 
oxtlaijncd tbe d«appoi nted aoEdicr, " By tha butt- 
end of my Brown.Bess, what Eh it that yc will do ?''' 

" We go wbonuU” replied u Sepoy; “go to 
camp. Roll-call feadc got,* wo go* a3r, eafaro, *«*, 
srdam ] if 

And away they wont j Unis ending the colloquy 
which i myself overheard. Tito sepoys weto not 
accustomed io siie.li instances- of true English hospi¬ 
tality, and their caste prejudices prevented their 
eating and drinking with our gallant countrymen J 
this [ explained la the soldiers, and the Irishman 
remarked; 

f ‘ End lock (o them, My I3 Them's as line a 
roasted sheep in that there tint, s& ever y J er honor 
would wish to dine off, with plenty of raal good 
pntii 3 Do ye think, tir, Jthat they Hpays would 
eat it, if wt siud the whole up to ilic campf” 

11 No, not a bit of it/' replied I j " thoy would 
mosE probably think it an insuitj particularly after 
having once lefaaod,” 

u Ah, you have a queer set to deal withj your 
honour I” said duo of the party, 

"You iBIj any that, my n$aft/ # fojoihfd I; *'but 
never mind, do you cat the mutton yourseEvea; 
and hero itt something to wash lL down with, nnd 
to drink [Jhs healths of your sn lie faced feltow-ao3- 

* ll.ij! l-rill fj ridr. 
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dlcrs J' 3 I put five rupees i nto the hands of one of 
the men, and walked away, 

"Thank ye, yet honour, w called out Faddy; 
well do that same* and wish you long life and 
happiness,, sir l 13 and, touching their caps, they 
marched off in high gte>e lo spend the five 
rupees, and I waft informed the ncit day, that two 
or three soldiers were taken up drunk by the night 
pilrol, 1 suppose they must have had ie a 
drop in the t'e," in drinking the healths of ,f JaCh 
SapayJ 

When I arrived it Bangalore, I weus in a aad 
plight. The exposure to the sun had worked won¬ 
der* with my smooth face and fair complexion. 
The whole wee one muSs of blister and scaTvfica- 
tien ; the skin was peeling oft in large Hakes, and 
jny poor nose was one great angry-Looking thing, 
m* if 1 had pat it into'tha fir*, I wit quite horri¬ 
fied to look at myself in lllC glass* and dreaded 
the thoughts of visiting several lady acquaintances 
in the place, 

OthcTB Lind suffered fllao, but I was worse, Grif¬ 
fins always get touched up by the Sun more or Irjjr, 
and there is no remedy for it but tirae^ aotne re¬ 
commend butter, some salve, others tl;is and that: 
bp tall these precautions arc of no avail ; the sun 
will convince foreigners that they are iteurur to him 
in India than in their Own country, and this he 
docs by most convincing proof* of his power*. 
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Ofl b lino of march, when the young lieginuera 
are out eel the heat day after day, without any shel¬ 
ter, save that o( their tents, and then only for w 
short period, it ie not at all 10 be wondered at that 
they tufler, and more, as a matte* of flOurie, tll&h 
those accustomed to it; there i* no remedy for the 
evil, and tJia only way to manage ia to let: the sLEn 
conic olf by ilwlf, And HOt pick and pull it as T 
did, thereby creating large sorts, which are not 
ooEy inconvenient and painful, but di&figurifig. 

I remember Waiting a lady the day after Our arri¬ 
val. She stared in amazement at sight of me, and 
did not actually recognise me until some time after 
I had been in the room. Thinking that she would 
administer relief to my poor face, she hastily ran 
Into licr boudoir and brought out a bottle of u Eatt 
da Cologne/" with which »hp welted tlu comer of 
her "rtOactoir jfs pfahe” and applied it to my 
naaal organ! The effect may be better imagined 
than described; I roared with the pain, and was 
glad la run away and plunge my head into a basin, 
of Cold water. Any thing having BpiritB in it ia die 
worst application thut can be put to a lull f-broiled 
akin. 

Bat let us turn to SOint more interesting subject 
than burnt faces and blistered noses. I tnerelv 
mentioned it for the information and guidance of 
smooth-faced griffin h, who, when drey are in the sun, 
fancy themselves rn England, where Sol can do them 
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but tiffing tan, and consequently expose th<jm- 
aetves to his influence, little thinking of the dig¬ 
gers they incut by fcuch rashness and never taking 
prcOftu lions lo guard against them until they find 
them a dues M severely {if not more bo) handled a'c 
r vF+i *. 

Bangalore La famous for the large periodical snp- 
plicft of horeesj which are brought thither hy Arth 
dealers. Many of my reader* mfty remember Car- 
reem Khftn, tlte cel ah rated horse-dealer. He made 
an enormous sum of money,, hut did not tang live to 
enjoy it in ht$ own noun try, having died of cholera 
whde at Madras, to which place he had gone Co 
dispose of a hatch of horses recently arrived. 

The horses are generally landed on (lie western 
coast at AJfUigalore ; they am then marched across 
to (lie MyiOr? country where they remum for ft 
time, and then wend their way down to the Pre- 
sidimcy. They are brought, for the most part, 
from the Persian Gulf and Bombay for (he Madras 
market. The arrival at Bangalore of a fresh batch 
always sets the dragoon, and native cavalry-otB- 
ocTS on Ihjftqui vi-vc, and tl»e JSpoTti ng Community, 
likewise, are On tin; look Out for a good bit of 
horseflesh for racing, or pigsticking; so that for 
the most part, the dealers contrive to dispose of 
their best cattle before proceeding further. 

The ground on which wo were pitched was con¬ 
tiguous to (lie dealers' stables, and every day from 
U 5 
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morning to night wo wore amused by seeing ttifi 
hortcs bought out tot' the inspection of some fresh 
purchaser y it not unfrequenlly occurred, that vn( 
Or two would break loose and gallop about the en- 
esmpmeat r to (ho groat terror of all the old women 
and children in the corps. One bnite, I remember 
in particular, got loose and rU&bed into OUI? me?s- 
(cut, tv hero ha received more empty bottler and 
Qtlior missiles than he bargained For, to $uy no¬ 
thing of the cupelling admtuigtered by means of 
bamboos (uiu walking-etiekR, 

The famous Bangalore mccs occur once crcry 
year. The COurec is a very fine one, well laid out 
and property managed- Til* J6tand ia a handsome 
building. Alt the comoiRsenrs in the mysteries; of 
joekeyiam flock to Bangalore on these occasions, 
obtaining leave from their regiments and employ¬ 
ments for the express- purpose, The rncea are welt 
contested, some of the best horses in India being 
brought into (lie field. Large suing of money are 
staked^ lost and won, and matters are conducted in 
a style that would do credit to Agcot, and Epsom, 
Our encampment being situated on high ground, 
tvq were Opposed Jo the fuEE fore* of a T cry dis- 
agreeabto wind, which blow lviih unceasing vioicnco 
during (he wbdk period of our stay (here, The 
«oil, of a reddish hue, made matters worse; for the 
email dust, or sand, was brown upon us and evaty- 
Ibiug we hud, so as to render remaining ill Our 
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tails aught but pleasant. Aa far them, they eom- 
plcltly changed colour, looking aa if they hud ac¬ 
tually been dyed rod ; clothes, fimi i Lure, faces and 
hair, nil partaking of the »ame fiery appearance. 

The wind blew with such force that my tent (as 
well its those of others) was blown completely 
down, and that more than once. Bushing the 
ropes was of no avail, for the wind lore up every 
things and, as for the small tents or pftls of the 
poor families, it was no uncommon thing to gee 
three or four of them flying up hi the air like SO 
many balloons, the women shrieking with alarm at 
the thoughts of losing so valuable 311 appendage 
to their mulching establish meats. 

By (lit way, what I mean by die word Linking 
is simply this, holes are dug about a foot or 40 
de(?p, ul a short distance, say a yard, in front of 
each tent-peg; iin th^t holes wro placed strong 
tolerably sized boughs of trees, and to fhttft boughs 
are fastened the ient-ropeg, thereby rendering the 
immediate play of the ropes leas than if there were 
no boughs at ail. These uinltttiei (if I may cat! 
them such) give an additional pgrehftae. Us it were, 
and, if they were not added to Use pegs on occa¬ 
sions such as the one 1 am now alluding to, the 
force of the wind and the swaying to and fro of 
the canvass cm Its polo, would tear Up tike pegs In 
o moment, and the tent woold eitliCr fall to the 
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ground, or be carried up in the air, and be flapped 
into a thousand shreds in a Tery short ttme- 

Mv rogue of a lascar was drunk every day 
whiJo at Bangalore; the donscfptorice* were that 
Hiy tent was never attended to, and 1 suffered ac¬ 
cordingly, l threatened him with dismissal from 
my aniplpvmvnt as »debauched drunkard, hut he 
saved me that trouble, far be took himself off one 
fin* day and I m thankful enough too, for a more 
determined a era ok-drinker 1 never saw. 1 very 
soon secured the services of another m;m in his 
place, and a fortunate exchange it WS*, for the cl- 
devsnt was in very trutli a sore tliCtfn in my side* 
The follow find some pay due to him, which 
however lie did not dare to come and ask for, 
knowing well that if he made his, appearance ho 
would taste plentifully of the rod which 1 had in 
pickle for hint at the police-office. With the run¬ 
away lascar's pay, 1 laid in a good stock of fresh 
teat-pegs, and gave die remainder to some poor, 
half-starved, miserable wretches, who were mendi- 
CMiting in our camp front morning to night. 

One dreadful Storm l sliu.ll uever forget* My 
peg* were nut bushed os usual, and about ten 
cfdoek Lt came on to ram and blow most furiously, 

I was on my cot fast asleep, when presently l iras 
roused from my slumbers by hearing n load noise 
rcsemhtijig thunder, which made Ukc fancy all sort* 
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of things, Tliia. proved t& be one corner of my 
tent* which hnd got loose, and wa* flapping about 
forftOusly; presently, (lie whole fftbrirfjne catno down 
with a crash 3 The pole foil Straight across my 
out* without however doing me any damage; and 
I should most probably have been emoLhered in 
the wet folds of the can rasa. Or had my liaclt broken 
by the pole, had I not fortunately slipped off tuy 
cot, and taken ah-slter underneath it- Ah it was, I 
get wet through to (be akin, and should have fared 
bat badly, had I not taken refuge fo ray fellow 
grifBn'H toot tor the rest of tfi c night, 

It h indeed a dangerous thing to omit bushing 
the tent overnight, for there ia no knowing (such 
visitations are so sudden) when it may come on to 
blow, and you are turned out of your warm bed 
into the cold and wet, and get well nigli smothered 
into the bargain] ano all this merely from, neg¬ 
lecting to do what would not take nun than hulf 
nn hour altogether, Torts, therefore, should be 
Well bushed ; tlie tent-pegs should be knocked well 
into 1 s hj ground, the storm and Other ropes hauled 
well taught, and a watercourse, or gutter, dug all 
round, so us to carry off ulE that falls from (he 
upper fly, otherwise tlie occupant is certain of 
having a watery situation, and his boots, shoes, 
the bottoms of boxes and portmanteaus saturated 
and spoiled. These important duties devolve upon 
the 1 hI*c:.h, but,, unless be is made to attend to them, 
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he !b sure to neglect them, cither forgetting, or, 
through abaolu tc ia,iiiac$S r omitting il t* Me. 

Native servanda will invariably find some absurd 
uicuso for dereliction of duty; and, when once let 
off for such, they ATC 60 tumble to appreciate 
leniency, or kindness, that they become ua trouble¬ 
some as possible, and are an b*r| aa the servants 
arc at home, who irt! famous for verifying (he old 
saying about" giving an inch and tak: ng an ell 
On a line of match, la particular, it ia necessary 
that a Eli aster should preserve a due authority, treat" 
tog hia servants with consideration, though milking 
them do their work to the letter, if a lEomestic 
sees that Elia master is u determined, Strict, though 
kind min, lie will fistrAEld at(hosn.mc time respect 
him; but, when Ini detects anything derogatory to 
his situation as his Hitter, then the quick percep¬ 
tion of the Indian marls it as too good an Oppor¬ 
tunity to be lost, end demeans himself accordingly, 
robbery and knavery being often the principal 
parts of the game be ia playing; he becomes lnso- 
lent, snap* his fingers at hia master, and eventually 
decauipa with u portion of his kit, silver things 
and all. 

Servants in India of All classes, ho they butlere, 
cooks, muity-boys, w tmtt-loscara, horsekecjjciu or 
grosacu tiers, or in fact anybody, mnat be dealt with 
inmost rigid discipline, and then nil well go right, but 
diverge from that, then farewell to peace And com- 


TE* TEAP-B IH J&4DIA. 


63 


fort. TitO mStaler idiM keep himself in his awn 
place; if go, the 6cmnt3 will knew Hieing if they 
do not, they must be pimi&laecl j bnt, if once llmre 
ie b laxity in the discipline of the house, then, as 
[ said before, farewell to every comfort, and fare¬ 
well authority, and farewell to property also. There 
is nothing like good wholesome discipline even in 
one's own bouse, 
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Apteti resting For five days^ we again broke 
ground and finally quitted ISangrdorOi in continua¬ 
tion of our journey to wards our destination. I was 
be >iiming to be heartily ti rod of moving and longed 
to reach the end of oaf march. The having to be 
in one constant state of bustle send excitement, mi 
Very tiresome, Add Hit sSuiencHa of every-day occur¬ 
rence mu wearying to me. Our cattle, too, were 
beginning to evince sjgiw of fatigue by losing flesh, 
from daily lahoyr and bad feeding* and our men also 
were complaining of being badly off for the where- 
withal to prosecute their route. 

To obviate thru last drawback, however, wft bad 
a supply of money given us at Bangalore, and (hat 
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was of the greatest assistance to all parties, We 
had discharged our bullocks, end hired carts or 
bund ies in lieu, so (hut our movements, were more 
rapid, and there wile not that tugging behind of Our 
baggage that we complained ho" much of before. 
So as fur as means were concerned, we lacked 
nothing; yet still was the whole u vexatious bw*i« 
nCSa altogether, very trying to die patience, and 
very haTsssi ng. 1 lowever, wc had not much fur¬ 
ther to go. The 30th of June would And ua at the 
end of oar journey, and we hoped to remain quiet 
and stationary for three years at least. 

The weutl Ler woe very cold indeed at Bangalore, 
and continued so tinliJ we descended the Ghauts. 
When we turned out of a morning; at three o'clock \ 
the wind blew bitterly upon us, and! both oificeif 
and men shivered anc^ chattered as if they were 
ha I f frozen. 1 had no idea that it would be ho 
chilly, and was always glad to wrap myself up in 
my cloak and stand by a lire until w r c moved, and 
then 1 used to march on foot almost the whole 
way, to keep myself from tumbling off my horse, 
for the cold used to make me us sleepy he possible. 
A hot cup of ten, or codec, with a spoonful of good 
brandy in it, and a bit of dry toast, are capital pre¬ 
parations tor a cold morning! in India, after which, 
the warmth of a good Manilla cigar is realty very 
comforting to the inner man. But, a$ l before 
said, smoking early in (be morning generally creates 
nausea, and it is ua well to avoid that if possible. 



66 


TBJS VEiRS IJi INiUA. 


The Ctdd sharp aii of the country through which 
Vhft wort passing was, however, very healthy and 
bracing, and was, doubtleHH, moat beneficial to ue 
a]]. We ’acre iu excellent health* having about 
six mac on the sick report* and three were old 
ulcer eases, brought with us from Mangalore. 
The exercitc of walking eight or ten miles every 
morning did jHc n vast deal of good. I enjoyed 
that part of tire business conHidprabty, and, when 
1 arri ved in camp* I had the appetite of a bor&e. 

While thus walking* I would move between the 
SCClrona of my own company, listening to the 
yarns spun, and conversing with ond making re- 
markH to tha men as we trudged along. This tlie 
bmve foUows liked very much, and they were 
always ple-ieed when they saw cut coming amount 
tlieui, l never once met with an instance of dis¬ 
respect, nor did l ever feel myself lowered* in my 
own opinion, in the eyes of my men. 

I hold it as an excellent plan for the officer to 
go amongst his men when fitting opportunity 
□flers* and there are many. He becomes ac¬ 
quainted with them*find they with him; and where 
ift (Jicre anything derogatory in an officer making 
himself known to (hose under hie command ? 
There cannot po^ibly be any harm done, mad 
much good will decidedly result therefrom. Many 
a heaity laugh have I 1)9(1 while thus marching 
with my nipahecs* and many a joke have I crocked 
with them, too*. I recall these incidents often to 
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my Blind, Jtnd look h- : l" k to tboac clays with 1'sei- 
iugs of pleasure. 

It is 4i long time now since-I last marched with 
my menj, but, whenever there was anything to he 
done in the way of duty, when the ranks were 
formed, and military diiC Splint required, then the 
matter was changed entirely. The men knew uie 
well, i l i! l rJyoung ;lS 4 ] then was, I fatter myself 
they faired ns well at nspcctad me- When I 
bcuftmC the 00 mpsiny-officer, Ail familiarity wfL* at 
an end and forgotten in the rigid discipline uud 
demeanour of the well-trained Sold ier, Cut I beg 
the reader will exonerate mo from any charge of 
egotism, my Object simply bei ng to impress on the 
young reader how uMCMiry A tldng it is for good 
fueling and good understanding to exist between 
UlC officer and bis men; how useful it will be to 
him in the hour of need; and how requisite if is 
for the former, though on good lenuu with tile 
latter, to keep up his run k, elation and cOtt&tq lienee 
anaoLigut them. 

I do not set myself forth au A solitary Li isLancc. of 
having steered a right course jo connexion with juy 
men. I have simply followed the good example set 
by others, far better and more intelligent men than 
my humble self; mtu who have been in the nwe 
service, and commanded the same description of 
soldier*. It was iu fallowing llroSO examples that 
I happily contrived to be always on good terms 
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with (host under me; and it is to th(XM! very er- 
ampEre that I woutd bo earnestly point tho attention 
of my youthful so.] dial a, in the sincere hope that 
they will bo guided by what 1 suy. I am not the 
only man who has marched on foot nEong with 
his company; 1 am not the only man who has, 
laughc<L-and cracked j okes with hift nion; and I 
am not the only men who has been strict when duty 
calEs. 0; hers have done the sn me, end earnestly 
do I Uriah th-Eit ail would pursue the arnne oeur&fr- 

1 firmly believe that if there were to he a hotter 
tiodcnjtiinding between officers tend men, there 
would not be half the disturbances, the mutinies, 
the tleMrLions, the Maina-martinEs, the everything 
that ia objectionable amongst our native Hokliu-ry. 
No! The officers consider that they lower them¬ 
selves hy associating with t^err men. They think 
it m/ra dignUattn t to he seen conversing with the m h 
eioopt at orderly hour, or on the parade-ground. 
Who, in the name of all that is military, should, 
if^lLire officers do not ? If they hold themselves 
aJoof from their men, how can the one have uny 
regard for the Other? 

The very dogs which crouch at their feet love 
their anasters, be-Huasc theirs are the hands which 
feed and caress them; i£ therefore, the hrafej ihtst 
perish have (lie sagacity of poEECEaing and evincing 
affection [owarda thns* who treat them well, does 
it pot stand to reason that UlUn, witfi feelings and 
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senses as keen and a# acute as OUr own, will show 
the same, it notgreater, regard and esteem? And 
rice ufJ^ja, if a poor dumb dog is maltreated in 
any one way, docs not the animal mratniEt hla 
master^ after-cnreiscs? 

And is it not die some with man? How can 
an office^ esptot to he followed and haekedt by Mb 
nion in the time of trial and danger before the 
enemy, if that officer is not liked or known by his 
men? "W]io is it that enable# the officer to di#. 
linguisti himself in aetion, but the humble and 
brave soldier that fights by hi# aide? But, if that 
officer despise# the common soldier, will the tatter 
Love him and be foithfol to him, or defend the life 
of his superior At (he risk of bis own'! Oh, no! 
It would ha folly to espCct it. Bat to Mir marcll. 

On arriving one morning at a ItaUing-ptace 
called Baitpruungulnm, we found the travellers' 
bungalow occupied by a party of officers oli a 
shouting excursion. They belonged to the Queen's 
regiment, stationed at Bangalore; und, upon in¬ 
quiry, I ascertained that two of than were old 
friends of mine, my quondam shipmates, of happy 
Uldmory, OU the voyage out from England; boys 
at that time, but now much altered, end Vary 
plcatani follows to boot. 

t wo# rejoined to tec them once more, And had 
n very pleasant chut with them of by-gone days, 
which caused many a laugh, when we called to 
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mind our doings On board the old W——- H—, 
and more particularly the narrow escape wC had 
when (ha bont Wft* found half full of water wilhHft 
Tl i> 1 'ii[r in its l/OltdiLi, and cbo sharks following in 
otir wake. [ invited my farm da to dins with niC 
in the tncts-tent the day following’, as we were to 
halt hli the usual manner. 

We sat down nertt (Jay a rtt&nry party at dinner, 
but some how or other everything seemed to go 

wrong at the meal. The meal wo* tough, and a* 
raw fts possiblej: (he sonp was smoked; the Hen 
not half boiled; the beer and wines an hot as if 
they had been standing by the fire; and (he water 
as muddy ns it could well he. All this was very 
vexatious, and made our old colonel veiy grumpy, 
indeed. 

I felt disconcerted not brittle, though my pool' 
guests took all in good part* making allowances in. 
a ftentiemHnly way for the want of means for good 
cooking on a lino of mtu-eh. The wine and beer, 
though hot, were, however, oF tho vsiy beat, and 
liquor being (lie prmeapol ingredient at a mass 
table, things went on tolerftbiy wall. 

But the above d£sayr£meu& were nothing to 
w]jut followed shortly after; Twaa the ciimox to 
all oirr disasters. We had been at table for aboul 
oil how, when a violent storm nnose of wind and 
rain, accompanied by r thunder and lightning, and 
the water coma down in torrents. The force of 
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the wind wag Sufill, that in a very short space of 
time after tlie cammuioaneiit, the tent-pegs, which 
had not been bushed, were forced Out, and the 
Storm-ropCS Snapping, down came the lent upon 
ite, a huge mas* of wet heavy cloth, sufficient to 
gmother us fiEE. Fortunately, there Wftg (id dumage 
done, saving the smashing of sundry plates And 
gkuwes. 

The oulonel, being ratlicr slew in liis movements, 
COtiSfijncni On un attack of die gout {to which he 
was subject), could not scramble Out of Ji>r chair in 
time to get away, and, had [ not been close to 
him at the moment, I do believe the poor old 
gen demon would have been HufloCatsd i as it hap¬ 
pened, however,. I seised hold of his IftTgC walking- 
stick, and, by dint OF much exertion. Contrived to 
raise the wet cloth Ftdt^ oft' him until he was able 
to nuSve, SMid creep under the table, where he was 
aftfc, and whither j, 6s well st the rest oF ns, took 
refuge. 

It was indeed an amusing sight, whun we had 
daylight, to behold tlfce Unhappy-looking group 
under the table, almost every one having his own 
special bottle of wine under his firm, hugging it 
moat affectionately j; and, when the ruing, of the 
lent were removed, and the prisoners in durance 
vile hbemted, the laugh that our awkward position 
created was truly great. 

All enjoyed the Fun except the colonel, who was 
very much out of humour, and not until after lie 
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had been well coaxed could he be hrought into ft 
proper train. He vowed vengeance upon the 
la ma, for having neglected llifc important ope¬ 
ration of boshing; and it was ever after a standing 
joke in the camp, when Elio colonel wag inquired 
for by anybody, to say, dr 1 Ic is bushing the tents ! lh 
And to bo acne be never would rest until he saw 
Chat every peg had its corresponding prop, in the 
shape of ft good strong bonghr 

On the oeataion above alluded to, Lise risible 
faculties of die whole party were excited by the 
circumstance of one of our ensigns" dogs running 
about if ndeT the Coble and takings Or rflther attempt¬ 
ing to take, a bite at our legs; the brute wfts half 
killed when we got at hire, in id would doubtless 
have been beaten to deaths had not bis master 
taken him up in bia aims^ for wbieh act of kind¬ 
ness the Our give bit preserver an affectionate nip, 
which induced him to throw the bmto down howl¬ 
ing with the pain, 

TbiH was a very unpleasant occurrence indeed 
for my friends, and I telt anything but comfortable 
at tbo idea of their having had a bad dinner, and 
such a finale to the feast; nothing to Cat,, and a 
ducking into the baTgain f However, [lie mess-tent 
being, a* it were, bor* de combat, we ul| adjourned 
to mine, where WO had ft merry evening, beguiling 
the time as well as wo could by songs, smoking 
and drinking, and finishing with a doe hot iuppOr 
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at about eleven o’clock el! night. What a jovial 
life we soldiera lead ! Who would not be u 
soldier ? 

In course of time, we curae to the well known 
Nikennairy Pass, ut which plate we begtm 10 
descend. The ghaut, or piXse, is steep, though dw 
road is excellent, find considerably wider tbnn 
roads usually arc. The scenery at tbi* pari of our 
journey hne something iu it beautifully picturesque, 
anti 1 may say grand. On OUT right, we beheld 
high hills in irregular forms, exhibiting a variety 
of reeky chasms, deep gullies and towering cliffs, 
covered with tliiek, jungle and large trees. On the 
btk the eye meets a series of deep valleys, prettily 
variegated here and there with sheets of WAEcr, 
thick elusions of trees, romantic glcne and woody 
dingles; Use old BangaEurc road winding through, 
nod shewing its rugged ruins from amongst (lie 
thick brushwood that covered the surface of the 
ground. 

in front, the eye rests upon the extensive plains 
of the Carnatic, interspersed here and there with 
small ranges of hilis, dry beds of rivers,, and water' 
courses, well cultivated paddy-tisldH, and broad 
patch Ft, of foreat Laud, but the whole has an arid, 
pfirehcd-up appearance, nothing to be compared in 
general aspect of picturesque beauty to the country 
we hail hut tceently traversed, and which was cer- 
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family ftr superior that upon which we were EloW 
about to descend. 

Mentioning the pf&liAnnaiTy Pass reminds me of 
a strange story l one* heard, but upon the tnllh of 
which I was rather inclined to be sceptical. Whe¬ 
ther any oF my Oriental readers ever heard it, or,, 
if they have, whether they believe it to be true, 1 
cannot tellj but I may as well relate it in this place, 
louring it to my readers to credit it or not, just aH 
they may fed disposed. They tail, if they please, 
look upon it (is n merely wnnanlic story ,—no we 
will proceed with it at OiiOC. 

When the fortress of Seringapafaun felt into the 
hands of the British, utter that evcr-ntemorablB 
siege wliiah [fn'llmfttod la it* capture and the over¬ 
throw oF the Moslem dynasty in Southern India 
anti the death of the Sultapn Ttppotj, the quantity 
of treasure collected by the captors waa not in any 
way adequate to what was expected or reported to 
exiat in various parts of the city, Some said that 
tre&s; ire; in a v&at amount had been carried out of 
the fort seemly; and others that a great deal 
had been thrown over the walls into the ditch, 
or sunk into wells, which were numerous in the 
citadel; others Again reported thut money had been 
iired atonr troop* by the enemy, byTippoo'MpeeiaE 
orders, to scatter it in such j wanner that little;, if 
any, should cornu into the possession of the be¬ 
sieger*, should the place; fall into their handsj and 
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it is a well known fact, that pieces of money, even 
at thin distant period, aro frequently found on the 
maiden,” or opun ground round About the fort, 
Bind in the direction where our parallels of approach 
and batteriea were constructed. 

This last 1 have myself been informed by an old 
native officer of my acquaintance, who had served 
bb a gunner at the st^a in Tippoo's artillery, and 
was wounded on the foot during the action, This 
old gentleman said that lie saw his own father, 
who was on the occasion an officer in command of 
one of the bastions, put a whole bag of money 
into the vary gun at which he wAb stationed. 

Now, whether this is boft&fwif fact, I cannot 
venture to affirm. He who told me (lie story waa 
a respectable old Midler, since placed on tba pension 
establishment, and he ay he dead for aught J 
know, hut ns for as placing reliance on what he 
told me is concerned, I think his veracity con ho 
trusted as well as that of any of his countrymen. 
However, be that as it may, we will proceed with 
our stffry. 

It was currently reported that a great portion of 
the roiling treasure Stad been carried ftw&y and 
concealed underground somewhere in the neigh* 
bourhood of the Nukentiairy Pass, but where, no 
one in the British camp Ifitcw,—a pity ttioy did not. 
It was also a well known fact that, when our gallant 
troops stormed the breach, there WAS A dreadful 
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hand-to-hand fight inside, and ihftt thn enemy kud de 
a desperate naistwioc; and it )S ijlflfl well known 
that the Sultfiun UppOO, id attempting to escape in 
Ei is palankeen, was attacked by an Kuropean soldier, 
who rjrnvr LI* bayonet at him mid eventually dis¬ 
patched hitw, ((flOl knowing, 1 belief at the time 
who fiad whet he nos,t and that he despoiled 
him of his rich belt mid scimitar ftoddrd with 
precious j e weis. 

The story goes, that when this soldier mailed at 
the auitauDj the latter was an alarmed and affrighted 
at the terrible looks of Clio heated arid dreadful 
champion of the breath, who came upon him with 
a About and da oath, that he cried cut for quarter, 
adding, that if he would spare hiilifeh* would tell 
him where a greater portion of his IreMut* waa 
concsafed, and that he should be made possessor 
of it all. 

The soldier was moved for the moment from his 
bloody intent at hearing the important intelligence, 
and asked the terrified aultaun where it win. Upon 
which the latter, trunking doubtless that he had 
gUDfll his point, w'Ei iapered the secret into bis car, 
The aoJdier, exasperated at the improbability of a 
native confiding such a secret to him, a common 
man in the ranks, pushed the suEipirnnl from hire, 
and throat Ins bayonet into his breast; he then 
moved on, leaving the slain On ihe ground where 
be had fallen, 
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The death of the sultaun was not known for 
some time after the capture of the plnos; however^ 
in r-a moving the heaps of dead ut One of the gutes, 
his mangled corpse was discovered among the rest 
in u fctute of nudity, stripped of everything about 
him; sued, had it not he&n recognised, he would We 
been buried With the common stain. The informs 
lion which the British sexier had teedved, though 
he affected to disbelieve it at the moment, made a 
deep impression upon him, and whan ho began to 
eon the matter over in Inn mind in the coot of the 
night, ha came to the conclusion that there might 
be Eome truth in what had been thus imparted to 
him, for the man he had dispatched had revealed 
the secret in Cite hopes that ids doing so would be 
the mean* of spiting his Ufa. He therefor* re¬ 
solved upon the first frycHimblc opportunity to visit 
ibis spot, and to ascertain from personal inspection 
whether what he had thus heaid was falsehood, or 
truth, keeping the matter meanwhile strictly lucked 
up within the secret recesses of his own heart. 
Avarice whispered to him that if there was really 
Any treasure he Would have it all himself- and 
Caution prompted him to say nothing about the 
mutter to bis superiors, or comrades, lest they should 
discover what he so much coveted, hot which he 
hardly dared believe was true ; besides, if it turned 
out to be ful sc, no one would be the wiser, and bis 
fallow-soldiers would not have the laugh against 
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him; 30 he kept the secret well, and determined 
at all hazards to coma to seme satisfactory con¬ 
clusion. 

Having arranged his plana, he asked peruiiasitHi 
to proceed on aick-furlough, Blurted with some 
details, {men who had. Loon disabled during the 
recent siege,) then oh the point of quilting ScriugO- 
paUifl. for the Carnatic. In Course of the rtturdl, 
(lie pirty survived at die village of Nakennaivy or 
Venltclagherry, (I forget which it is called,) whan? 
they halted for a couple of days, and, during this 
internal, the Ijgufh re-seeker managed to get away 
by himself, and went in quest of die place which 
hud been told him by the sultum, as already men¬ 
tioned, and wlicrC the much-Covetcd gold and silver 
were fu id to he concealed. 

He arrived at the mouth of the cavern indicated 
to him, and wai on LllO point of entering i<, when 
he W*a stated away by a vo&ir, which startled tha 
odventurer not a little, booking up, he beheld to 
his great dismay, a hl"£0 (ignCSu with two cubs 
Standing close to him, and evidently meaning mis¬ 
chief. Treasure, rlclsea, wealth, ambition, future 
happiness, grandeur, and every thing else upon 
which he had been cogitating and dreaming for 
sonic rime past, all vanished with the rapidity of 
thought, mid the brave soldier, who had dared and 
faced Use perils llnd dangers of a recent bloody 
battle in the perforOSunca of his duty, was now quite 
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unnerved nt sight of his terrible opponent m eIig 
stuml glaring at Jiim ■ he had neither tits courage, 
wiU, nor strength to encounter her, and self-pre¬ 
servation being at the moment predominant in his 
breast, he quailed before his foe and slunk off as 
quickly as bis terrified tegs could convey him' — 
away from the very spot which had been his day¬ 
dream and hia nightly vision, the very spot which 
lie had so tong sighed for; the identical place which 
to his imagination possessed charms unrivalled in 
the universe; the very spot which was supposed to 
Contain all that he held most dear. 

He came hack as he had gone, empty-handed, 
covered with mud and dirt, bruised and torn from 
the rapidity of li is flight through the jungle, terrified 
end unmanned, broken and dispirited. His com¬ 
rades thought him wail, and Ilia superiors remarked 
flat all was not right with him, A change had 
certainly come over him; poor disappointed wretfih! 
H e reached the Presidency in safety,, hut an altered 
man, 'f he thoughts maddened him of somebody 
else knowing the secret, of the treasure being 
discovered,, of others enjoying it,, of othcre sharing 
it, when ha might have b ad all, all 1 

It was too much for him; the bare supposition; 
the very idea of auch a thing was harrowing to his 
soul. Fool that he was for having slain the man 
who could have put him in possession of Such vast 
wealth 5 H ad he saved his life, ho might have been 





TEtf \BAES is tNO] A. 


rich und HOW rotoming to hi* native home* inBEead 
of a poverty^lekm soldier, without one farthing 
to jinglft against a aether t 1 le might now Imtu 
bcoh enjoying and indulging in those bright visions 
of the happiness which awaited h iin on Iris arrival 
in England ; and onoe there, ho might hate become 
equal to the richest nod greatest (if tha land. 
Wealth cuimnahds overy tiling; and, if hs had that 
wealth what m igbi he n at have bean ? 

Ui r it alas! those golden dreams of halcyon cays 
of bliss were now dissipated* and would in all 
probability never ho realized 3 StiJl find he hope. 
Perhaps those who knew (lie secret {if any did 
hnOVr it) were dead, or Jiad been kilted in tha action 
with their master, lie hoped so* and be thought 
so, and that to Such an extent that be at last- brought 
himself to bekcvfc that such wfta really the: ease; 
and with that consoling idea, that bright star in the 
dim vista of futurity, which atled aa a haSoi CO his 
troubled spirit, he wended his way to England, 
where he arrived after a tedious voyage of upwards 
of six months. 

Being a tcnmJxpired man, he bod obtained htf 
discharge from his regiment, and* free from the 
trammels, of military dLseiplijlfc, lie repaired to Lon¬ 
don* and laid a paper before the Court of Directors 
of the East India Coiupony, staring that ho had a 
most important matter to digclo*e to Client, the 
which he Would do, upon the proviso that the 
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result should benefit him equally Hi well as them¬ 
selves ; that is to say, if there was any benefit 
derivable* be was to hare half. 

He was desired to state his business, which be 
did with the utmost caution, and with an eye to hie 
OWn interests, taking care that he did not betray 
the whereabouts before be was certain that ha 
should share the profits, He then demanded a 
legully-drawn-out doeurnent to the purport that the 
Company bound themselves down to deliver over 
to him a di vidend of one-hulf the amount of any 
treasure found in a certain place tiiut would bo 
hereafter indicated by the informant Hu court 
would not assent to bis proposi tions, and offered 
hint other terms, to which, as a matter of course, 
he would not agree; and Lha former, believing bis 
information to he the workings of an unsettled 
bruin, turned him out of the place, and told him he 
Vffl* mad. The man went Inly, urd what became 
of bun, no One knew. 

The East India Company, fancying that there 
might possibly be HOMO truth in what th is ci-devant 
soldier had told them, despatched Hccret instruc¬ 
tions to the Madras authorities (O the effect that 
trustworthy ofliocra should he sent (O search for 
treasure, which they had heard was buried in the 
neighbourhood of the Nakenuairy Pass, (this lat¬ 
ter in formation, I muHi observe, was communicated 
to them by the aoEdier, though he had not divulged 
u 5 
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the CiHCl position of tbt locality,) besides detailing 
every cireum$.tan(;e which they bad contrived 
glean from the rnanj toother with their pros nod 

c':i.j:| 5 an the, subject. 

In (be mean time, it bad become wdl known, and 
reported all Over India, that treasure had! been con¬ 
cealed aCmnewhCJa, though HO Otic BCemCd to kuow 

where j that (he ^ullann and two other individuals 
wnmalcne aotjuDinted with the s-pet. and tJsn.C he, hr 
wcjL ne the sharers of the secret, h iwl been dE lb re* 
kilted in tbc assault of the city. The government 
of tbc fort $L GeOr^fc, with tficir usual tact and. 
good .management, aetucicd two trustworthy men, 
the one in tlie- civil service, and iho other on officer 
in tbc sinuy, acd Sent them with secret orders, eel 
B oareh of the hidden tntni^ taking up their 
residtJEMie at the very same village froru whence the 
poor *oldier bad started btft a few month* ago on 
the same errand as [hat on which they had oome r 
They made their arrangements and sallied forth 
one day, well aimed, in the direction of (he hilly 
broken ground of the peas before mentioned - 
and there these two adventurers wandered about 
from m a ruing till nigh [fall, coni i no i ng their search 
day after day, aa if in queet of sport, without 
any huoccss, bringing hnme with them, however, 
plenty of game, though that was not dm sort of 
game which they were playing at, They were 
falcons soaring at & higher rjuanry than mere par- 
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tri dgcs and hares; gold moburs, and star-pagodas, 
rupees, annas and pice, prompted their daily exer¬ 
tions, and Loir their adventurea terminated, I will 
presently shew the reader, One of the two, the 
military sunn, I balicve, having separated from his 
comrade, Cams suddenly upon the entrance nr 
tuOuth of what appeared to him to be a cave of 
considerable depth * Tmui indeed, (he very same 
to which the soldier had come—the identical spot! 

"This is a quccMooking place, n said he of the 
scarlet coat; " I should not be at all surprised if 
tliia t» tht place we have been so long looking for. 
I wonder where my companion is T J With (hat he 
shouted m lend he chuld, making the cavern and 
surrounding roeltg ring agsyn. 

He was presently joined hy the absentee, and 
they both agreed that the cave, at the entrance of 
which they were etacSinj., must 1 m the one for 
which they had been directed to search, since they 
had been hunting up and down ail over the neigh’ 
bourhood, and had not Ecen anything resembling a 
cave anywhere else. 

Anti so they bad at last found the Jong-looked’ 
fot and suppOaCd-to-bcdulb-of-treasure cave. And 
now that they had found it, what were they to do ? 
Report their hk«h, t& be acre 1 But had they 
not better go in, and, set what kind of a place it 
was ? It was so confounded darky they wished they 
bad some torches; and suppose there were tige m in 



it, which we* net at all improbable, hew were they 
to manage 1 “ Bui who cares ? We'll go in at once 
1 . 1 ,z l: 3 Urt military leading, (very proper too, they 
should always lead, every where !)■ they entered the 
cavern. Proceeding cautiously, witli gnn& ready 
cocked, in case of (heir approach being disputed, 
they hud advanced somcwk&ne about four Or five 
paces, when they both detected a very strong mull, 
which there was no nt it taking, 

11 1 smell tiger !” said onc- 
" So <161 1" said the other. 
fl Shall we go onf 1 inquired the first. 

Hi Let us go a li ttle further, 13 replied his compa¬ 
nion, and they went a little further, when the leader 
suddenly catne to a standstill, which caused the 
one behLad, already oh the ten Ler-hoolcft of expec¬ 
tation, to jump bock as if electrified, 

Hi What's the matter V’ &awl he. 

<‘Ob, I see them !"—whispered the military. 

H Set what t"' asked his companion. 

<r Pour huge glaring eye-balls ! H slowly answered 
the other. 

rj The deuce you do! Do you, indeed T* 

“ Yes, I do I And look, one is moving; we are 
seen 1” 

“ I Tote we retro*t," said the ciriEin; " if we 
are to fight, let's have daylight," 

<f We are in for it!" exclaimed red-coat. But, 
1st us not turn tail; we most show than Our eyCS; 
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they are ftfrftid Cif thorn ! I never &aw such sw 
ijjhitist large ones in all my life i '■' 

“ XfiTge what T' the civilian 

" J)jd you not see them ¥* inquired the other* 

" Jiot 13 What were they l 11 ' 

" Tw& ita Cargo tigers, mate and female, as ever I 
saw!" 

This qucetioning ftftd answering toot place wheti 
they had got outside, and when that was accom¬ 
plished, they n*ade thoh«t of their wayhstek to their 
encampment, thinking themselves well out of the 
cave, and the jaws of the terrible an i mala they bad 
Been in it. These were, I p resume, part of the same 
family which had sea red away the poor soldier 1 
Who knows hut that some of them to ay be there 
n&w ? 

The two tramne-henferi reported the hading of 
tire cavern, awaiting tlft reply of government aa to 
what farther waH to be done. Shortly a ftor, a targe 
party of s&ppcr*, miners* pioirecru, ftud engineers, 
were sent up to the pl*<fe; the unfortunate tiger* 
were frightened out, tperhap* killed for aught I 
know,) the cavern was turned inside ont, every 
Book and corner bunted, every inch of ground dug 
several feet down, but without success ; nothing 
was discovered save whitened bones of deer and 
cattle, tbc " sjjpi'm opima” of the lords of the fo¬ 
rest. 

There was no treasure, that was evident; what 
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then h&d become of it? People said it wie ?11 a 
ilDiLSj and that government had been suited j and 
there was a regular laugh throughout the wliolo 
country against “ thi tadpitorf Prmidatfjf," &r 
having given credit to such a foolish report. 

Wellj and thus, ray friends, end* my story, it 
may be true, and it may ho*; we will not argue the 
point But I have not yet disposed of (his trea- 
sure- What could have become of itl Who 
could have taken it away 1 I have heard say, tut 
cannal vouch for the truth of it, that within a few 
years, there wn'a very old man residing in great 
affluence in some remote part of Scotland, who had 
been in former days nothing hut ft private in a 
Highland regiment, which had been gome time in 
India j eud that alt hift wealh hftd descended to 
some distant relations (who had been in very low 
circumstances) art hia daattt 

I have heard that thia rrlf »mr individual was 
no Jess a. personage than the very soldier who hod 
alftin 'llppoo Sultuun, from whom he had acquired 
the secret regarding the concealment of the tteosurej 
ajjiJ who had alto, by much dint of fserse Terence, 
(how very |X!TgeveriElg aT * the Scotch 5) -contrived! 
to return to India, and had found out the where* 
rjljuut* the treasure lay; hud collected the money 
by degrees in one place ; had d ispoeed of it piece* 
meal ua it were; hud converted it into pftpCT; Imd 
got that paper changed into Englislt notes; and 
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had carried tlLe whole* amounting to Mventi thou* 
sand pounds up to Jns native village in the high- 
lands of Scotland, where he had spent the Teat of 
his, days in quiet seclusion, in the very village 
which he had quitted an adventuring recruit, and to 
which he had returned a rich man, 

I low he must have chuckled to hints el f at having 
Stolen ft march upon the Court of Directors ! I 
say again, 1 dn not vouch for the truth of the story. 

I have given it Jt6 it waft told Toe, and I btslievo 1 
am not very far wrong in point of detail Wlillt % 

a couple nf griffins were those two, the military 
and civilian, I meauj if they had persevered, they 
might have come in for aOinething worth having, 
despite the strong smell and glaring' eyee of (ha 
denizens of the cave 1 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Oar Colood'i fondneaa for Cben—Entrapment of the Batcher 
icd Buber—Character of the Sepoyi—Their phyrical Facul¬ 
ties greatly overtaxed in the Service — Drilling — Drcia— 
Mrigre Diet—Scantiness of Fay—Sere re Duty— Generous 
Conduct to their dependent Relation a—Cooiequent pcnonnl 
Destitution—Overwhelming Weight of military Accoutra- 
treenenta—The Sepoy <*> a Lit* of March—Heavy Charge of 
hie Family—Hie extreme Poverty—Hia want of eoennxm 
Neceamriea—Hie Anxieties—Effect* upon lib Health—Me¬ 
dical Cara not always granted—Neccamty of eoeno Assistance 
—Tolled Modi of Saceouring the Sepoy in hi* DiRcuhiea. 


Bbbides being a beautiful musician and a first- 
rate flute player, our good old colonel was a capital 
hand at chess. Few could compete with him in 
that truly scientific game; and so excited would 
he become on the issue, when so engaged, that I 
have known many refuse to play with him. He 
and our worthy quarter-master (a very talented 
young man) used to be constantly wrangling with 
each other on the subject; and even when em¬ 
ployed on duly matters, the colonel would begin 
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talking to him about the move of the red knight, 
t?r the checking of queen and castle; of taking the 
white bishop, or of checking hjfc adversary ) it was 
there tore ft matter of difficulty wifll the quartcr- 
maater to get any business done- 

At the broakfaBt-tublcj nr at dinner, Che same 
discussions would go on. In fact, we were quite 
worn out with bearing the old topic over and Over 
ngai n . The unfortunate official was the only person 
the colonel could get to ptay with him, i*ud for 
want of others he would invariably give orders to 
the non-comnuHsioued officer, going on in advance 
the previous evening, not- to fai I io seeming for him 
Ulc best chess-piayert in tho town or village to 
which bo was going;- so flint the poor man had 
not only to command Hie “ Jumma-dana' - guUtd, 
und Euid (o collect supplies for the camp^ hut be 
was obliged to hunt out and UBsemble all the chess- 
players, and Select the be. it nrtl-ongat them for the 
Cottitotl Stihibj on pain of his- stvera displeasnrcj in 
ease he failed. 

If the individual, whoever he wuh p pitted against 
[lie great mun, beat him, he would give him u few 
rupees for his trouble, and bid him telco himself 
off to die regions of Jc/ja.'ijNTii,* & queer sort of a 
place, to which all true Moslems Irave a particular 
objecting, If the man should Lave the good frir- 
tune to he beaten by the colooe), be would have 
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for hi* reward nothing but a volley of abuse on hi* 
bad play, and being told that he ought to be 
ashamed of allowing himself to be beaten, that the 
kittle drummer-boy would play better, et cetera. 

I remember, on one particular occasion, there 
had been a failure in procuring chess-player* at 
one of the stages as usual ; the non-commissioned 
officer reported that he could find none. The 
colonel was talking to me at the moment when he 
was informed of the disappointment, and was very 
wrath against the said havildar. He declared that 
it was utterly impossible for a native village, with 
Moslem inhabitants, not to have a chess-player in 
it; that the existence of such an individual was as 
certain as that of the moollaJi (priest), or vnataad 
(the schoolmaster), and ended by asking me to go 
and fetch him a fellow, nev^r mind who he was. 

“ Sene hold of the first you find!" said the 
colonel; “ the butcher or the barber will do; and 
if one or both cannot play at chess, I am much 
mistaken." 

I went accordingly into the village, and pretend¬ 
ing to be in a violent passion, seized hold of the 
butcher, who, seated in his stall, was quietly vend¬ 
ing his meat. 1 accused him of having cheated 
some of my men, and insisted on his coming in¬ 
stantly before the commanding officer. The poor 
fellow, quite alarmed at the earnestness of my 
manner, begged and supplicated, saying that he teat 
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a poor ?.■ i;■-!, and had not sold a morsel of meat to 
any of the men, of the regiment. However* i 
desired him to accompany mo, telling hint to leave 
hi a lad to tend hie uhop, and that the Colonel Sahib 
would settle the business. 

On my way back to cam p with my prize in tow, 
I saw the hujam (barber), BCatod undar a tree, 
shaving the Cranium of one of Onr suNdare. 1 
called out to him to come iffimccJicttdy, ft* tti* 
bOrrah safiib (the great gentleman) wanted to be 
shaved. The b&rber, del igbted at the idea of having 
to perform oji so exaltad a personage as a colonel, 
besides receiving, perliapj, one rupee for hia ser¬ 
vices, antlead nf one anna, instantly let go the half- 
shaved sconce of the subadar, and followed me to the 
big man’s teat, where the colonel was seated in his 
rt puij amahs' 1 (lolly dnyveam), Smoking his cheroot* 
with tlie chew-hoard ell ready for action. Be 
saw my two captives, and without saying a word 
pointed the chew-hoard to them, ns much as to 
awei! that they could play, and diet it was useless 
denying it. TEie butcher said ho could play bat a 
little, and that lie would not presume to compete 
with his H Lordship, the defender of the poor!” 
The barber declared he knew nothing about the 
ganoft 

The butcher was desired to ait down and do his 
best, while the barber was told to shave, and that 
when the butcher had tried hie chance he should 
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lake his place. The action commenced, and in |he 
cou^hc of two hours the butcher was the victor. 
The colonel threw his cap into the poor man's face 
and gave him five rupees into [ha haigatn, tiling 
him that if he would follow the regiment the neat 
majich he should not be a loser* The grntefol 
botcher rejoiced at his good fortune!, promised with 
many obeisances that Ire would do And then 
quitted tite tent. 

Meanwhile the barb&r, who had shaved tile 
fioiouai and the subatlnr also^ relumed to the tent, 
wild took his seat with, many salaams and excuses. 
The colonel told him to hold his tongue and go on. 1 
The two played for nearly throe hontt, and the 
lesne was in favour ol the barber, w)tO also received 
u good quota of abusive anathema*, together with 
hre rupees; the former hd did not seura to care 
much for, and the latter 7^ pocketed, lie, too, 
was engaged to follow the camp to the next stage, 
and the colonel's orderlies were strictly enjoined t* 
keep an eye upon them, ao that they shook! both 
bo present to renew the contest (he day alter. 

The hotebor and tartar thanked me heartily for 
taking them up in the way t did, adding that they 
would wFlljflir[y accompany the regiment to Vellore, 
jf there were a chance of their earning five ru]«es 
a day so easily. 

“ Wait A little, my lads/' said - J you will get 
a Settler, to-morrow, J ' 
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41 But, s-ir,' 1 said the bulcher, Hi the oolotlcl aahib 
GUnot play at all." 

" Wait/' said I £gaiu, a yell'll see. Woe betide 
yait r if you do not beat him to-morrow. If you 
win, well; but if you Eose, you will be kicked Out 
of camp, and have to return to your Tillage with¬ 
out anything. However, try your luck; nothing 
venture, nothing huYO.” 

They did venture, and got a sound drubbing 
both of them, in the short space of an hour each. 
Thay received ft rupee for their trouble, and returned 
homewards much bettor off than I e* ported. 

The Indian game ut chess is DOt unlike our 
own, though (litre in n coneiderabte deference, but 
aa I have never troubled my head about it, L must 
bog (O bo craused my inability to eaplsifl what that 
difference IB. The colossi employed a native in his 
own pay (o come aud play with him every day, and 
many have been the ludicrous Ecenca that l iiavo 
witnessed between the two worthies when engaged 
ut the game. 

We were particularly fort mi its during thin march 
in regard to the health of our men and fotlowere. 
The Left wing, which had preceded u* r Pyid but one 
casually, and that by cholera, and 1 am only sur¬ 
prised we escaped ftS we (lid. Our troops in India, 
and more particularly |be native portion, have much 
to try them in marching. Naturally the sepoya of 
Madras [a& is a well authenticated fact] are a very 
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fourdy race oF men, capable of much fatigue and 
inured to many privations. They are very patient, 
and wElmi pushed to it, go tbroilgh double the work 
that Uicif brethren in urtoaof the other Presidencies 
are able to do. I am boitte GUt in this assertion, 
not from experience, because I huve never met 
troops either from Bengal Or Bombay, but from 
the accounts of the last war, and the opinions of 
the leading military men of thus* day*, 

I doubt not but (bat the native soldiery nf Ben¬ 
gal and Bombay do their duty, end are willing to 
undergo fatigue in its performance, but, compara¬ 
tively k peaking, they arc not «0 hardy as the tlupptr 
little Madiassec, nor 0045 they consequently go 
through as severe a service. 

But witli all thus in their favour, they cannot 
stand against being over-yforkad. Whatever may 
be their hatdibood, their capabilities of Ijcaring 
fatigue, their untiring zeal, their undaunted cou¬ 
rage under most trying circumstances, still man is 
man, and his energies may be tested beyond their 
EtmtCs. However strong, however breve, however 
patient, however willing', )f they are tried above 
their physical powers, they most fall; fall they will, 
and fall they do. 

The cvery-day occurrence of our gallant fellows 
being carried off by scores by that fell disease 
cholera, is a pixjof of wbaL I say; hut, in order to 
make myself perfectly understood, or (hat tine reader 
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may be able to form (some kind of conception, 1 
will be ae explicit a& 1 possibly tst 11 in making 
a few observaliuoe,- to allow how much beyond 
their physical stTcngtli Ihc poor native soldicia are 
pushed, and what a great deal the people at home 
bavo to learn, in order in some measure to siceount 
for the dreadful calamities which now-a-days visit 
our encampment* and thin our rariliB, I hopes also 
to point out how much might be doue to avoid the 
miseries to which these men are exposed, and to 
prove how easy it would he to ameliorate tliosc 
Sufferings with, but Little expense to the state, and 
with so much comfort and benefit to those very 
men to whose fidelity uud courage that state owes 
its present security. 

Let us first anatomise the native soldier, exa¬ 
mining him from head to foot. Kut, before doing 
60 , let os consider what was his mode of living 
previously to enlisting- what liit Wearing apparel, 
ant! what his habits. Hlb mode of Living may 
have been something approaching to starvation, ot 
he might have been brought up in the tap of eastern 
comfort and Igjtuty, If tho former, bis enlistment 
as a soldier docs not bettor his condition much, sd 
1 think f can presently show. If tba latter, whet 
u change in hie position in lifo, lor a soldier never 
lias any pay to feed himself Upon ! TEiia I will oieo 
presently prove to the reader, 

Wliut then was his wearing app&telT Either he 
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w in a state bordering upon nudity, with pe5fhn.|ja 
a bit of mg round b;s waist, and perhaps not even 
that, or tic was clothed in light muslina and cool 
drapery ' t hift limbs in both ease* free- and unfet¬ 
tered, and their actions uOrestrtuned by uniform 
coals and accoutrements, What were his habits? 
Either ho was a plough!^/, a shepherd, an officer's 
servant, or a wealthy native's aon; very different, 
at all events, in every respect, to what ha, becomes 
as a soldier i cither he is a hand-working, toiling 
eon of the toil, or brought up with every comfort 
and delicacy, unaccustomed to much personal fa¬ 
tigue, Or to deprivations of any sort. 

Turn we. now to tlm man after he h&s become it 
tidier. The naked ptoughboy, the artisan, tho 
servant, or the well-clad wealthy natives Sou, who¬ 
ever he may be, is transmogrified into a stiff, 
bucitLcd-tip-iiL-uniform soldier, His free and un¬ 
fettered limta are cnenaed in tight scarlet cloth 
jacket and bowsers, in lieu of his light habiliments, 
whatever they might have been. 

On hia head he wears a heavy unwieldy ih by, 
more like an inverted (jrt^buckct than a ehoco, 
inatead of his light jjujtss, or hud cloth. In his 
left arm is placed a heavy musket, heavy enough 
for a roost-beef-fed Englishman to carry, hat too 
much for tho delicately-formed light body and 
slender limbs of the sepoy lad, who scarcely weighs 
one half of u European soldier f 
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On his buck it elurg a great knapsack, which 
contones all Ills regimental necessaries, a wardrobe 
snJlicient eertaitdy for use, and not a hit more than 
ie absolutely requisite, This portmanteau is fast¬ 
ened to bis body by means of leather-Stnips going 
round his shoulders and Ida chest, tiylit enough to 
cut him in two, in consequence of the weight of 
the pack. 

-Across Ids lweaHt lie lias two brosd belts, held 
together by a bia&s plate passing *>u either side of 
iilUlr To ono of these is fastened hts bayonet, and 
to the other his pouch or curtoucit-box, a huge 
leather thing, large enough to contain eoih* sixty 
rounds of ball ammunition, the vrliufo sufficient to 
break a poor nuwfi back. Round bis waiet pisses 
another bait, intended to keep the others together, 
but light enough to oat bis very intestines out 
of him. On Ids feet h* wears a pair of clumsy 
things called sandals tf* ehCippCSls," as die natives 
nominate I ham), such ungainly looking affairs that 
f realty must be excused describing them, for I 
ctinnot. 

Behold the man r This is a true description of 
lum; of what a sepoy Is with q|] Elis honentm about 
him. Taking big leverage height, he is about five 
feet h!x and a half inches. Hts age is about six- 
and-twenty, or more. IBs make delicate, though 
hrs arms ftnd legs art- strong in proportion. Chest 
rather iudined to be narrow, and genera! heaiffi 

voi,. ir. p 
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eocrtl- Tber must be sound in wind inld limb, tdac 
cannot be enlisted; so now I think l have pat 
orerdrawn ill* plctura. 

Hat ft sepoy, 0“ being enlisted, baa (a undergo a 
cfurac of drill aud in&tr action to fa him for the duties 
&F 4 soldier. During tbi* ordeal, be fe subjected to 
moat baTBBatng and fatiguing work which man 
can ever have to perform; work of a peculiar mt arc, 
tfliicb trieH the mind aa well as the body, and it is 
surprising how he manage* to get through it Ho 
has to be at drill early in the morning, Idrarag out 
of his bed at throe o’clock, sometime* earlier, ao at 
to avoid being punished r 

Hfl does not get bosne again to bia hut until pout 
eight o’clock, a period of upward* of fire hour*. 
No sooner doe* he contrive to cook and swallow (A 
miserable meal, than h* iaAgain called away to the 
barraeka (situated gsrartlly ho me distance from 
wkrvre the men ace hutted), for the purpose of 
cleaning bis arms and accoutrements, and when 
that is done (O go through a little drill again, by 
wav of keeping him in mind of what be leaned that 
morning- This does not permit him to get home 
until nearly two o'clock, and at four lie must again 
wend bis way down to the barracks for the purpose 
of drilling a third time during one day. 

And this Itard work continues with increasing 
diflicullie* and fatigue ae he advances in his in¬ 
structions, Twice a day he has to appear in U par- 
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ticuiar uniform,—white jacket anil black panta- 
loon^^-and, if either aTe dirty f woo betide him ! 
Hie oppOtluO i ti ts, therefore, of feeding and repose 
arc fewr He cannot have rest,, and as for food, 
poor wretch, where is he to get that from, u ni css 
he legs, or borrow*. 

The reader witi ask r where is his pay ? I will 
solve the question in a moment. His pay is almost 
nominal And how can that be? I will captain. A. 
|-ofu it, on firet enlisting, is not allowed to receive 
his monthly pay, excepting by instalments, Ifsi lie 
should run away, and this is done as a check upon 
the poor hid, and vtry jutUy *0, too; though 1 
think some beneficial improvement might be made 
on the restriction. 

Recruits neves - receive their whole pay together, 
until they are fit to joi^ the ranks And ure sworn 
in, and then only arc*- they considered trustworthy, 
and consequently (U to receive it in fiill The pay 
of ft private soldier for the first fifteen years' is 
seven rupees U month, exclusive of other benefits, 
such as fall balta, ke. kc. Whilst a recruit, these 
Kri'vcn rupees are divided into three ports: and given 
to him on the first of the month, on the fifteenth, 
and on the last duy of the month, or in any other 
way that the odj utant may deem fit to arrange. 

Still the question is, how comes it that the re¬ 
cruit sepoy has not any food! His pay is dribbled 
out to him bv small instalments; from the first of 
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which he haii a deduction of am? rupee or more, 
for the purposes of setting him up in- hi kit, ;n-; 
follows: knapsack and slings, cooking utensils, 
Chaco or turbnn, havieaack, white jackets, cloth 
clonk, white and black trousars, white cloths, hamd- 
kerchiefs, stocks, sandals, carpets, rf t&ttfa, all 
which amount to upwaida of twenty rupees, and 
which he must pay for out of his own pittance i 
the various articles, have fixed prices, with little or 
no abatement in them, and they are served out to 
him from regimental supplies, under tile supervision 
of the quarter-muster. 

The necessary deductions- for such articles of 
knapsack kit, and the way in which their pay is 
dribbled out (o them by instalments, give the poor 
recruit soldier Little or nothing to keep body and 
soul together ^ and, when- wo consider that in alt 
probability each individual matt has to support so 
many more moutb* besides himself, we may coma 
justly to the conclusion that ha haa not much where¬ 
withal to feed himself, and thus what little pay be 
dues receive t* absolutely insufficient to enable him 
to live in a manner to give him strength and sin- 
r:i i jl; t to go through the harassing duties 1 have 
above detailed. 

Let as now suppose the young sepoy passed 
through the ordeal of drill and instruction. This 
takes five months, and sometimes moie, according 
to circu instances and the man's own capabilities uf 


TEST YljATtfl. IS INDT*, 


101 


learning. If Ete is a dunce, he is so much as eight 
months learning his duty; if sickly, lie is even 
longer than that; and, if smart Acid intelligent, he 
becomes fit for duty in three or four months, He 
HOW join* the rmobs, fails in with Elis company, 
dikes Eli* tour of duty in the Roster, is properly 
aimed and accoutred in the way l have described, 
and receives his pay, raw the usual deductions 
for something or other. 

I have seldom, known n month pass without 
sonic stoppage from the pool' man 's pay: the debtor 
sod creditor account is scarcely ever closed. We 
will now suppose his regiment stationed in a garri¬ 
son, or cantonment, that is to say, not marching. 
Ho htls * hut or hovel in the lines, to erect which 
he receives gratuity or two rupees from govern¬ 
ment, while the hut cost) him treble Lb at n mount, 
and even double that again, to make it comfortable 
Jbr himself and his numerous followers■ and, when 
he quits that station bis property is valued by a 
committee, Emd fetches about one, two or three 
rupees at the utmost. This loss occurs ut every 
station, and is one that die poor man cannot afford, 
but stiii lie alone is the loser, and must always be 
m, until the practice of hotting the native troops 
Lfl done away with, a pratlke attended with in¬ 
numerable disadvantages to the troops themselvc*, 
£m well as to the state. 

As before observed, so soon as a man is known 
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to have enlisted, in the service all the poorer mem- 
bsm of hie family flock to him tor support there 
the fl&iive allows ftn excellent trail 0-f character), 
5 iiirl he does Hupport them, too, despite his poverty; 
he * turves himself rather than that llicy should 
want 11 is dependants are mwiy; Ha has pro¬ 
bably his fliiber and mother, sisters and brothers, 
grandfather or grandmother, or both, uncles and 
aunts, and even his friends, He may be a married 
m&n, and he may have H family, and these Ilo must 
feed, in addition to the ubovementioned incum¬ 
brances. 

AM chess derive their daily seisienartec from one 
fostering bund, and how they contrive to Mist upon 
loch very small mam* is indeed astonishing. They 
do contrive certainly, but the nourishment is poor 
and the consequent benefie inadequate- The diffi¬ 
culties, therefore, which the sepoy has to contend 
with are many, and with such demands upon hid 
Ucfitlty purse, it may he very easily concluded that 
he is unable to put by any amah sum during the 
period in which hia regiment remains stationary, 
for the purpose of meeting the increased difficulties 
which very soon Mine upon him, when the time 
comes for changing to another and distant station, 
entailing upon him extra expense* of marching and 
of moving his many connexions, some of whom, 
with his household property, require either bullocks 
or u bandy. 
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While in garrison, or cantonment, the duties ore 
u^veiCj the drills and parades frequent, and tht 
Station trmy be expensive as regards the nCoCftiftriftS 
of life. He must keep up hi» Imapsaclt-lut com¬ 
plete, the wear and tear of uniforms are great; 
and (0 appear neat and sold ier-liko (if he is a man 
of spirit, and looks for promotion), ho must main¬ 
tain these articles of drew at hie own expense, 
because the clothing allowed by gOTtnunent la not 

(UlfficIEJjt 

All these thing* must be paid forj aXCTuBive of 
other regimental stoppages ; andj. ffi addition, he 
must feed himself and hi* family, whatever their 
number. How can lie do bo? Impoasibtu, rinlwi 
ho begs, borrows, or Steals 1 The firat* bis pride 
will not admit of j the second, the regulations pre- 
vent; and (ha man who is involved in debt has a 
kind of black mark against him; but how is he to 
avoid debt I What if he to do? He must starve, 
or he must eke out ft wretched existence upon the 
most meagre sustenance that man can pnsaihly par¬ 
take of, and which is not even fit for dogs to eah 

Arid what may this meagre die* be ? Rice of 
Ibc. worst description, boiled; sometimes with ft 
little curry, rmido of flalt-finli or bad meal, and that 
is only occasionally^ The water in which the rice 
IS boiled {called con/ee), with a little common salt 
put into it, and a raw onion, frequently forma the 
principal meal of the day. Their breakfast is 
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nothing bat a cupful of tyrc r or butter-miLk, with¬ 
out uccompiii'.irnont; fluid tlii b is taken either im¬ 
mediately Sifter returning from drill, or ll*t ftt fdl- 
Thc supper is simply a portion of the rice which 
wtis boiled at mid-day, or with the addition of a 
morsel of boiled hah- The remainder of tire nee 
is kept til] the nest morning in a crafty, or ]>Ot, 
half filled with water. Thin boded rice in the 
wale i is cat for the next day's dinner, with a chili 
and sf.lt, occasionally accompanied with no onion j 
and sojnclijncH, by way of a treat, a few miserable, 
unwholesome greens (peculiar to the conn try, called 
I'tijid) are collected, and, with a little fish, cooked 
up into a sort of cuny. 

Such, my readers, is, witli Little or no variation, 
the consturtt fsrft oF our nalive soldiery; and I 
think I may saftly Buy, thi^t oftentimes it is not to 
good. They cannot get better; they have not the 
means, If tho sepoy Feeds himself with the good 
things of life, his ffttuily must starve, so ho has no 
help for himself. What itarnifrA, then, has ha Eo 
undergo Fatigue and hamaliip, if lie docs not re- 
ocive sustenance adequate to die duties he has to 
perform? That his feeding is poor, I have shown 
cleflrly; how, then, con he be the efficient soldier ? 
and how can he withstand the inconveniences and 
Fatigue* to which his duties expose him 1 

Look at any of our sepoys In tile ranks at ao 
iiupeefioji paratft r when the regiment k antler arrna 
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■in himvif marching order. See him with his lum¬ 
bering pack, weighing l know not how many 
pounds; I £ay 1 know not, because the article* 
inside are of a Tandy of tcosture-Sj sQ that it would 
be impossible to tell exactly. The average. weight, 
however* may be computed at 17^ pound*, and 
that is heavy enough in all conscience, This huge 
thing alung to n man's hbouldcrs, with hi* great 
big firelock m las arm* hia pouch full of ammu¬ 
nition, his body buckled up and hampered with 
light fitting clothing and accoutrement*, the ac¬ 
cursed turban on his head,—behold him ! SM hgw 
he Mauds! 

The man literally totters under the weight ! 
He is unable to bear it) the perspiration pours 
from him in torrents f lie is sick, and very often 
faints and falls. And yet the men ore nailed un¬ 
steady under arms by reviewing generals, because, 
under Hnch heavy burthens* they do not stand 
without moving. They cannot help moving; 
poor wretches, they have not the strength (o bear 
up against sueh break-back. harnessing. 

When the regiment ie put into motion to go 
through any manoeuvre^ bow do tbo men march ? 
With the greatest difficulty. They cannot inarch. 
Tlury f&g; open their files; lose ground; loaestcp; 
and very frequently tumble- down, which throws 
(he whole into confusion. If this takes place in 
common rooting what must it be before thu enemy? 
f 5 
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How many men fall to the rear on a parade of the 

above description ? 

Ask a man in the rauks if there ia anything the 
matter tv ilia him; hi* 55iu plaint is always about 
hia knapsack being too heavy; that hia limbs ache; 
that ha feels giddy and skk; and that he cannot 
stand. This Complaint made* he 3a ordered into 
hospital; hut it3» not the hospital he requires, 'lw 
who twome, good food and less work. 

Hut the aepov can work, and has worked, and 
will work; he is equal to anything I^t him, 
then, he so armed and accoutred and dressed, that 
he nm do his work with ease. Overload a cart, it 
will either upset Or break down. Use same with 
men; he ought not to have a burthen put upon 
him £TKitcr than he i* able to bear,. 

And allow me here to Remark, with reference to 
the hospital, the rules of that establishment are 
necessarily strict, No man is admitted a patient, 
however ill he may feel, unless the medical officer 
l Ain A? him so. Many a poor fellow jh p therefore, 
never allowed the benefits of medical treatment, 
and is, in consequence, compelled to adopt that of 
native doctors, who invariably prescribe powerful 
stimulants, which (end more towards aggravating 
their maladies than curing (hem. The sepoy being 
thus excluded from his Owt! hospital a( the com¬ 
mencement of way disorder, brought On in many 
instances from over work and poor diet, lingers on 


TKH tUAS IV 1KDIA. 


wt 

without remedy, tries tfl do hia duty, and is at last, 
worn out Rad dispirited, carried into hofipiud, from 
whence he never returns; or, if he docs, A broken 
down uselei* man. 

Many a breve fellow hive [ nice battling against 
disease ; and, when 1 hart Raked why ha does not 
go into hospital, the reply lias ulwayi been, H< They 
un]] not recoiva me. M It is frequently the case, 
that when a main is taken. Outre, he is diaiuiaBed. by 
dir; medical subordinate as a jAaiAer, and that loo 
without any report to the superior- such dismissals 
being often attended by SfriouH results Co the 
sufferer. 

Thus a sepoy, starving and over worked from 
the brae he enter* the service, becomes ill from the 
consequences, and has not that proper care taken 
of him which Ins case demands; he thus falls off, 
either dies, is discharged, or placed on the in¬ 
valid establishment, which latter ia like jumping 
out of the frying-pan into tire fire; for there ho is 
harder worked Rn(l receives less pay limn in his 
original condition ; so (lint Uni last elate of the 
man is indeed worse than the first. 

But let ua loot at the Hpoj at a common morn¬ 
ing drill, or on guard, $C* Low he uses bis fire-, 
lock } what un enormous weight lie beaars on that 
thin ann and small hand. Out seniors find faith, 
and fry that such snd such a regiment do net 
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carry their firelocks correctly, This ta the Hama 
throughout the hrpoy, 1 have not tea one regi¬ 
ment fand I tiYfl seen fnftiiy, aJimeifl-t all of them) 
carry their muskets us they should tt&, 'tia morally 
impossible. Look at the sepoy again' see how 
ha has to CKCrt himself to throw the musket up to 
Lift shoulder, He is obliged to bend down to lift 
it j and why ? because it is Coo heavy lor hi m. 

Look at him on his post as a sentry, I»tt he 
slouches about, and how Languidly lie moves 1 lie 
ia constantly changing his firelock from one 
shoulder to the other; and nine out of ten* during' 
the night, pat them against a wall, and sit down on 
the ground from pure exhaustion. 

Look nt the sepoy again, when firing hath 
Wirls what difficulty does he level his piece; and 
see,“he pulls the trigger, and the discharge takes 
place. Wliat a shock does tlio recoil give him ! 
H frequently knocks him back. He has not the 
Strength (u wield such a weapon. Then, why give 
st In him 1 He would he ten per cent, more effi¬ 
cient with ft Light fuz.il. Surely ' Li s not the sire of 
the firelock, or (hut of tin: bullet, tluit makes the 
sold ier ■ i t L a jnssLuke tn Usink so. The fart of the 
matter is this, if our native troops were sufficiently 
fed, more lightly clothed, armed Und accoutred, 
they would be the better, and! more: fit for service, 
titan they arc at piesenL 

Tom we now to n sepoy Oil the line Of march. 
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Wt wLIl suppose him in the ranks.- We have seen 
bin means of snhFHBtanec; we know ho* 1 he feeds, 
how lie is clothed, and bow lift eon undergo his 
duties iu garrison. Now let die reader patiently 
follow his a Little longer, and I will allow him the 
miseries, the privations, And the fatigues to which 
he is exposed while marching, Before starling, 0 
sepoy generally receives A n advance of pay £ per¬ 
haps lie has it in full, Or only half, according to die 
pleasure of the commanding clficer, or the distance 
he has to go. With this Advance af pay he haH to 
dear himself from the station (for probably he has 
incurred debts}, besides ptying AO advance equal 
to one half, Or Altogether, as die ease may be, fot 
the means of convoying his, goods and chattels, As 
well Ah his numerous, family, acme of whom, parti' 
tftlarly the young and aged, are unable to walk. 

Exclusively of all tins, he has to provide thd 
means of sustenance for himself and dependants, 
And that with u Lota! of perhaps two rupees in hii 
pocket, for a journey of about two or three or four 
hundred miles ! llow can he do diis? Impossible! 
Lie must starve and so most his family ; At EtlL 
events, they must from sheer necessity feed thetn- 
selves upon the most economical plans that they 
can possibly devise. 

Curry and rice arc luxuries they dirt not tliink 
of FJain boiled rice is not so tycpefai TC> and o-f 
that dicy sometimes do manage to hif* A (rest, 
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usWnL two uintiLlinfiil each. Dread or or 

chvppater* (c*k«fl mode of rice flour), are quite oat 
of the question. Butter-milk with a green chili 
after it, and now and then a hit of salt fish by wav 
of a relish* is gcntrtdly their sole food j and 
parched pea*. Or raw fiftfiWw (or grain), forms a 
kind of variety, which they chew, resembling the 
cud of hitter poverty in every feme of the word. 

Upon this sort of diet have they to support 
nature, and he fit for the duties to which they are 
tailed in the camp and tm the route. The oepoy 
has to take hi* tour of guard once every three 
day* (sometimes oftener), exposed at nights to the 
damp chillv dew, and perhaps he drenched with 
rain, being obliged to remain so for hours together 
during the whole night* and march the nest morn¬ 
ing without change of clothes* and without any 
food or other description of creature comfort, save 
a pot full of that abominable trash, butter-milk. 

On arriving at the next stage* he has no com¬ 
fortable breakfast, no hot coffee* no dram* nothing 
except some cold rice and water of the preceding 
day to satisfy his hunger. All this time lie has to 
carry hi* pack, firelock, and accoutrements; his 
thaco* h ia pouch full of boll cartridges; the body 
emaciated and rendered feeble from want of proper 
fliLsn'unncc; !i ow is it possible for the wretched 
man to go through all this without breaking downy 
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Independently of fatigue of body, unirietieo of 
[]is mind fen sufficient to weigh down tlu; etoutat 
apirit. Wot and poverty staling him in the fret, 
he casta hiH thought uptm his fiimiiy. He bears 
their wallings for food without being able to alle¬ 
viate their wants, or appease their hunger, He 
shares his miserable meal with them, such OS it is; 
nay, denies hiiflsetf that they mfty have as Dinch aa 
he can give them. He baa his duties to attend to, 
se that they have in a measure to shill for (hem- 
sslvcs. He mamliM with bis company, (Laving 
either Mat them on in advance, or left them behind 
to follow. 

He reaches the camp, and (K& nothing of his 
family for hours together 5 in the meantime, fatigued 
with Ilia journey and without any fond, he is perhaps 
put on gumtl, in whijh cast they must shill for 
themselves, and get into camp as well as (hey 
cun. Of, if he is not on duly, lie has to go hack: 
again perhaps some four or five miles to aasist lha 
lagged behind, and on coming up (o them finds 
the handv upset, and all his people in confusion. 

These circumstances add not a little to- the poor 
man's difficulties, and it very often happens that 
he does not come to a bcin&’Tide halt, till ptist two 
o'clock in the afternoon, and all this time Without 
food of any description—neither he nor his de¬ 
pendants t There a« of course exceptions (O the 
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rtjle, wad I have known men get on beautifully 
e>rt a ]int of march, but those MO very few. 

I do not think that I have fcrved in what 1 ha^e 
said, Indeed I feel confident I have not said ona 
hosdredth part of all tlieae poor fallows have to 
undergo. Thu sepoy being thus badly fed ^not 
fed at all in many untMHCf !} and time harassed 
in mind and hotly'—the follower {thousands of 
them, too, to one i'ejHJHifcill.) being thus half stftfvtd 
and miserably DccoiEirtiOdfttod from want of coyw 
Lug against the inctemeJieioa of the weather, or the 
heat, badly dollied and helpless,, can it be at ail 
surprising Hint an epidemic should bntftk Out, and 
when it doca rtudeo its appearance fiiaoaigftt them in 
Iha appalling Form of cholera, that it ragea wi-tll till 
its fury, and carries oif the officers, soldiers, Stud 
die poor camp-followers by hundreds ? 

The very circumstance of"'the men and followers 
hdng badly fed, badly clothed, and overworked, 
brings on a predisposition to the disease, and when 
attached, poor wretches, they have not the strength 
eidter of body or mind to wrestle with it, and are 
cot down by scores every day. Our goTirttoiu, 
our commonderM-in-chLef, our adj udmts-gene ml, in 
fact, the whole world are astonished, thunder-, 
struck, umaacd, and disheartened', at hearing the 
dismal, nay, heart-rending accounts which follow 
the EUQvCmcnla row-a-daya of our troops. 
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Cholera is sure to break out in three regiments 
Out of (bur 2 And they cannot coilvfive or adopt 
atiy means to prevent it. The band of the Almighty 
is in every tiling that befalls us here below ; and 
perhaps this pos^jjence is intended by Hii will for 
some wise purpose;—but does it not Imliovo those 
in •wEiohc bauds Ho untrusia bis creatures, to do 
every thing in their power to ameliorate ibdr 
sufferings, arid to UHTt tire nrr^ps which He baa 
placed in theif hands towards wording oft' such 
visitationa as may flOcilo upon them? There ia no 
lack of medical aid, Tlltue men know how to treat 
the disease; but, wlica (lie patient is so reduced 
from weakness, cauflcll by waat of good diet suad 
over fatigue, it baffles all their ski II and judgment. 

I say again, where there is a predisposition to 5t, 
this dreadful scourge if tore to make its appear- 
onee; and, when it once hIiowb itself among the 
followers, Lbtn is no checking it. That prrdiapo- 
aibou a*, irt my humble opinion,, biought on by 
weakness of Stamina, from bad feeding, from hard 
work, and from the discomforts of bad accommo¬ 
dation ; and I maintain that if the government 
were to make some other arrangement for the bet¬ 
tering the condition of our native troops, arming and 
Clothing thorn more lightly - disburtheuing them of 
that useless appendage, the back-breaking knap* 
sack; taking stop* towards providing them with 
ptoper food; besides furnishing the camp follow fra 
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wil-lj comfortable pats, or tents, for their peculiar 
accommodation; there would not be half (be 
MMAilties that do occur, if any at a]!_ 

FtOm [he above observations (ome of mv readers 
may feel disposed to ask, why [fceo do European 
troopa suffer from the name discing? They are 
belter fed, and every comfort Ss allowed them 1 To 
this, I think, tine (arm: cause is applicable, predis- 
poaition to Lbe disease, brought on by excess and 
irregular! | k-H, as well ag by exposers to heat during 
the day, and [a the damp daw a of the n%ht. 

Europeans before marching have hot coffee 
served out, then they have their drndfs also twice a 
<tfty, and are very substantially fed, and it would 
appear that as far h& the creatora comforts arc con¬ 
cerned they want nothing; still the disease decs 
CtMiOC among them, and L think [ am not wrong in 
saying, that those who are attached and carried off 
am men of dissipated habits, and irregular in their 
mode of living. 

But l>n this as it may, a predisposition ea-fsta, and 
ils long ns that za [be case the disease fa sure to 
prevail despite all the efforts to prevent it. I may 
bo aHked alao, how did things g* on formerly, 
troops marched and counter-inarched, and yet there 
wag no cholera 1 This is answered easily. In those 
times thn disease was not in the country, and there 
waa nothing to be ufruid of; hat now that it is in 
the country, and Ific state of health from, weakness 
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ofbody of the troop* affords a predisposition to an 
attack, we may easily understand in whac way it 
pounces upon ins victims and commits line awful 
hivOC which we hear und read of whenever a body 
of nici'i make a march in India. 

" What is to be done?'' ia the universal ray. 
Men at the head of affairs arc ut their wit'a end*, 
and know not which way to turn. Jn very troth, it 
is " til* pestilence Unit walketh in darkness/ " end 
the arrow that flieth by noon-day 3" i must confess 
again, that it is my opinion, that the grand secret 
lies in what I have already said. If out troop* 
were better fed, 1 ess worked, and more lightly aimed 
and accoutred, ilift cholera, or any other epidemical 
complaint, would not show itself in onr camps so 
often as it dO£H- 

Othccra of a regiuicn^on ft march are very pecu¬ 
liarly situated with regard, to the feeding of their 
men. In native corps there arc no messes for the 
sepoys as in tilt European' nor can we in any¬ 
way interfere with tlieir culinary arrangementsj wc 
cannot, therefore, except by cusual observation, id! 
what (hey eat and whut they drink, Any sugges¬ 
tions or auy advice relative to (heir diet ts deemed 
improper, so that wc cannot introduce any improve¬ 
ment* if we would. The officers hiVO a certain 
pay. Out of which they must keep up ft certain 
establishment, besides defraying the expenses of 
their messing, as well aa those of (heir m arching- 
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Thojn 1 . who arc in co mound of oowpftnios recsire 
* small additional allowance, a sum of thirty rupee* 
per month,not in. any way adequ&l®In theexpenses 
titty ai* pul to on aecuo-nt of their men. and with 
wltiflh Ui*y at* obliged to keep up Uic regulated 
number of regimental book* sud record*, sb well 
a* pay for Uic stationery used Ln (ba t nuMfcfli ftti of 
bugles; to my nothing of the pu[L oo the pocket* 
for irojffoving (he men 1 * appearance* by the baling 
lo pay additional f i.n: us ityt one tiling or an other h 
and for which n w dlommce whatsoever is made 
by government. If the dress of our [loops were 
allowed tu remain tm wu receive (lien from ihe 
atorwfj * hat a precious looking set of soldier* they 
Would bo l 

With such paltry means in Our hand*, how tin 
we aid our jpovarLy-sirickjn, lnl f starved sepoys? 
How can wo iltotcb forth iho helping htuid of 
relief? How can wo administer to ih&ir comforts, 
*r Alleviate I heir digresses 1 T] w relations of 
l?te service are rigid aod severe with regard (o their 
inode of murdiing. The knapsack, heavy a H it is, 
tnuBi be carried on tlio back, ae must «Iao the pon¬ 
derous firelock; the brain-rackingchaco meat not 
be dispensed with, and (he pouch Imrst have its full 
rosrolling complement of cartridges. Sntb restric¬ 
tions must be acted up to; wc must obey; (hey 
cannot be done away with. We cannot diabiirthen 
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them of tho enormous quantity they cany upon, 
their emaciated bodies, 

Would that we could; for then I am confident 
that our marches from one station lo another would 
not be so replete us they now me -with disease and 
dc*th, and. officers, ns well as men, would under- 
take cheir journeys with feelings of pleasure and 
*iit: sibetia iij instead of looking upon them with sad 
forebodings of impending calamities, Many a 
ti.rn.-e and oil hM the poor sepoy come to me 
begging to be l*t off canying Ilia knapsack, with 
distressing complaints somewhat to thti (bl Lowing 
effect; — 

fi Pray air, allow me to put my knapsack tm my 
bandy; it will be well taken care of by my people. 
I am weak and unftble lo carry it as well M my 
■firelock and ammunition I cannot do it, si t, pray 
excuse me tire kirntpsock 

This is a common complaint £ while another 
would com Hi and *ny— 

“ Please air, will you kindly lend me half a 
mpec 7 l will repay you when I get my pay. My 
family has ltd hud anything to eat these two days, 
and I too am starving, 1 feel myself so weak that 
I cannot do my duty if I oat nothing. Prty b* 
kind, sir, and lend me the half rupee. I will ftWW 
ask again . M • 

A third would come and say— 

My bandy-man, sir, refuses to com* bn unless 
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I give him some more money. What alt&li I do? 
air 1 l lift** not got a pica in the world ! ” 

These tsnd many other similar distressing com¬ 
plaints and felicitations are constantly made, and 
in nine costs out of ten officers Sts unable to render 
any assistance, I will now tale npnn myself to 
mention to tha young military Teadsr, the line of 
conddet 1 adopted, and wliat 1 UHed to do cm the 
tine of match, which I am now recording, and cm 
similar subsequent Occasion?. The diffieulty consista 
in making a beginning, though I do not think there 
can be inability when dm will of the hen it prompts 
the good intention. We frequently form resolu¬ 
tions, but Tail in putting them into practice, from n 
want of determination to dirty them through. 

For instance. Wiled we find outbcLvc* in pos¬ 
session Of any sum of mpliey, wa generally make 
as much haste as wt po&sihly can in thinking of 
the iwf and rnoHt profitable mode of disposing of 
it, We con over in our minds a variety of good 
plans, and resolve to adopt that which wc think to 
be the best; hot something else is sore to enter OUT 
heads, wli tel l ijiducca ns to swerve frOtn Ou r original 
intentions, and it usually ends in the money being 
heedlessly thrown away in some foolish expendi¬ 
ture, OF to feed sonic nonsensical whim of worldly 
vanity. 

On the occasion at present under course of narra¬ 
tion, [ did form a good resolution, and lam happy in 
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bting able to sfty ill at [ went through with il much 
|o my satisfaction j but do not let the reader think 
that 1 mention this by way of attempting to main 
myself out as one single exception to the general 
rule. God know* I have fcmud many fl plan of 
future good, end many a purpose of action; but I 
have been like my neighbor, and have failed. 
Still in the instance now in my recollection, 1 flO- 
not hot congratulate coy self in knowing that I mft- 
ceuded in my resolve, and did the good diet I 
wished to do.- 

(t BO btppmad, that when we received MdHl to 
avii Mungalorc, l disponed of all my kit of frr- 
nilure, crockery- end every thing for little or 
nothing, as Wore related E for which I got from 
the mwah) old Parse* who bought them some¬ 
where about seventy or eighty rupees. In addition 
to this Brno, I received on* month's pay in ultima, 
besides soma twenty rupee* for 1 pair of old lioree- 
pistola, which l sold as unless lumber; and l must 
here observe, that I made it a rule to appropriate 
my company allowance entirely for 111 * benefit of 
the men whom, I commanded i and I tbrJUght that 
if I had a good neat-egg for the tuna of need, 
1 might be able to assist any poor fellow who 
might break down at route, for want of the where¬ 
withal to keep the iiuo^ne pot boiling; and glad 
indeed was 1 hereafter,-that 1 bad made sueh u 

provision. 
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Aftar pftying oreryttiing, I found [V p*n nMuntioff 
my balanctl, that I had a sum of money amount 
ioS to upward* of one hundred and fifty mpe« 
remaining, Tbi| I looked upon a* n, capaiaj rdtef- 
fiind f and to put it into tho regimental caali-flFite^ 
na money belonging (o tho company, by way of 
Security; keeping, howerur, lomo ten er twaU* 
J^Upefs in a bag 1 for irnmcdbuo uae, 

Svery balling-day | unfed my tnen to i omn 
““P* * n<i t*™ I t new to bo hard up, I inv*- 
nabiy dfidt out to much rice, CUiry-ataif, or any 
thing ebe that rltoy might require; or, if money was 
Dweamry, J made no abactions to giving (host that 
wanted u suiufl auo i, taking taro to put down the 
names ofa|J who benefited, for tbs pcupoM, ofttoid- 
ing, fa much u poa»ibtc, extending my bounty to 
ttio «wc peiHD more itum wfta absolutely rwui- 
«(c, wUlo others had not been idmiiarly treated. 

At the Rame lime, [ mfe ibc whole company 
uadtrttand, that any misbehaviour would ba the 
mcnoji of forfeiting my good will, am| L he ddFn- 
qwonk would gel nothing from me, ex«pt mydia- 
pleasure aj W J ptatilhblent. Whenever a man com- 
plaiDed (o oio that he was unable to yurry hit knup- 
1 41 ^ 4 *nthim to the doctor, and if he was 
retried Wpa kj t iunrinbty excused him the oppo»- 
eivo burdoji. Jf a ran] wa* Jaiue or bud brittan*! 
hm feet, i would ailow him u> go cm in min&n 
wjLIi tiifl family, or fblEow ufowly in the roar. If a 


THS 1'EJ.'Rfl ES r I Tfm A. 


121 


SCpoy came to me to aay that hia wife op any of 
his family were indiaposed, I would give Home 
brandy or port wine, or anything else that might 
be required; in iLot, gentle reader, I would busy 
my whole heart and soul in administering Lo (he 
wants and comforts of my men; never a day 
pasaed without my asaiating some of them. 

I do not recollect having once detected any at’ 
tempt to deceive me - indeed, the Fellows knew me 
loo welt to try any thing of the sort They wem (ill 
perlfeetly aware (hat one case of deception would 
immediately Ekring condign piLniabmeiH upon the 
offender; and l kept my non-commiasioned to doae 
to their work by personal superintendent^;, that any 
irregularities wore sure to he brought to my know¬ 
ledge as tlieyoccarred r The eoracqu siceswere, that 
J never had cause to reper^ of my kind new towards 
my men; they appreciated it, and it wfl* tt great 
saLt&faction to me to know that I hud, in some mea¬ 
sure, done them good, Und th&t they looked up to 
me, and would do anything for me, 

I cannot help saying, that so well behaved were 
the whole of my men during this march, tMt I only 
had occasion to resort to punish ment onca, and 
that van a case of drunkenness on the part of a 
recruit, the fellow haying got info a “ teddy tope, 1 ' 
made a hole in the eallihash with the point of hie 
bayonet, and drank the liquor, which he managed 
to coteb in his “ lota" or email canteen. 

0 
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I must now any a few concluding wohJh wjth 
reference to the latter part of (Jit? chapter, by way 
of exhortation to toy young mili tary reads™, wliom 
I atnjngly urge to adopt a similar Line of coudufltn 
They will find themselves tlta gainers in the end a 
hundred fold. I only wish tluit ftll officers would 
hare a little more consideration for the comfort and 
Bufferings of their men. They Little think the good 
(hey would do, wero they to look more to (lit wel¬ 
fare of thwft under them, and Less to their own. 
Alas, alaa L none but thwo who have witnessed 
them, can tell of the miseries which Our sepoys have 
(O endure on-a lint of march, or of tll£ horrors of 
a camp under [he influence of cbofera- 

Dcks it not then behove those who have the 
means to give to those who have' not? Our 
government spend much money in charitable 
purposes; and lacs of rupees are also expended 
by them in beeping up the regulated Humber of 
men in each regiment, to ALL up die vacancies 
caused by casualties on a march from cholera; hut 
T do declare, that they would save US much more 
were they to pay them better, do away with their 
heavy arms and accoutrements, and make some 
allowance towards bettering the conditions of the 
camp followers, who ore nothing bat a part and 
pare*] of the materiel of their standing army. In 
their welfare end comfort consist (he contentment, 
gratitude, oml consequent fidelity of the troops 
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to whom they ere attached. GoverfllWSll shradd, 
therefore, take these object* of their tart into ]rn- 
uuy conBietcratiod, and not treat them, u& they 
are treated, worse tliaO the brut* creation. 

Oar army is over worked; they have moit duties 
to perform than they are able. The recent redac¬ 
tions have made the duty Thera ought to 

be more regiments to take care of the country. It 
there were, the necessity of constant marching 
would not exist There it a continual recruiting 
throughout the whole servicej nothing but altera¬ 
tions mid casualties, from one end of thu year to 
the other. Wc 110 wooer make soldi era, and good 
soldiers, too, than we lose them. Aiwl what a fear¬ 
ful expense all thin is ! When we consider >L, wa 
arc astounded, end really wonder that other step* 
are not taken to try prevent those dreadful 
calamities which era ere* thinning our ranka, and 
depriving OUT regiment* of OUT beet and bravest 
soldiers t 
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CHAPTER V. 

Ai-fif*-! ■< W-Uore-■ SAUiiLitlon of fJRircn *n :i M«n —A Me fl¬ 
ing witli aid Comrjcci- .Viciuiciiicj of A SsMifr't Lift— 
Qiiarlcn r.M.iJ ItAniAi-Vi lajwn [Ivin—The CAntflilirtrnt, F'jft, 
nr.H YfoTk*—.C wjtJeLb—Shh of fhn AlndSt Mutiny—Mw- 
lacrc of the Huliimri— Tipjjno Srlljuffi't |yrlir*r» — 

HI* imfiiisnEi] WItte— Oflur SlfltA FfiiAlunt—A Cliijid-- 

>Tn FnXraUUH CIliIKrfi ST Cl6t6>'=naJi—Tht Dilcti uid il* Tribe 
of AlligAtOrt—F itIsj of Krwiiiig ai: :l Morning Ouci, ind 
Clltjoil* E»fliLOH of lltf So^li*W—Th* imfortu nibt Unj im.l 
1h# Alt^obop—-HilJ l ; CTl>in 4>.c Htqgblraorhooi)-—SlraEogrtn 
or Wnr—-VrlLort iu a. tJiTrire'Ti-—St-Eifly of itio Pinco—Jr£j 
C!Hum *nd J. 

At Length we came to the end of our journey 
end entered Hie garrison of Vdlorn, after n march 
exactly of a month and a half, without having had 
a single casualty either of men, followers, or cattle. 
Ws were f indeed* singularly fortunate, I ahall never 
forget Hie joy with which our men hailed the sight 
of the place via wo neared it; nor shall I foigetthe 
delight 1 myself experienced at thoughts of once 
jngre becoming Settled* though how long that was 
likely to last it WM inipowihlc for me to tell. 
Several of the officer* and anon of the other 
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wiTTg Cjnit out to meet M3, and right glad were wC 
to *ae old frees and old friend*. It is, indeed, ft 
great pleasure to We the hfttifl of welcome held 
forth an urriviog at a strange (dace, and the *ueei- 
lug with ait Old comrade carries with it a peculiarity 
Of feeling which make* tho heart hound with j&y, 

«* Vf the traveller were looking upon the features of 
a dear brother, or relatival At least, aucb wore ■ 
{he sensations I experienced, « I caught a glimpse 
of the merry faces of two fellow subs, uh they rode 
opto the column; Bfld T Ctllflio*help here mention¬ 
ing this eircumatttnce h trivial as it may appear to 
the reader to be, became the doing so bring* for¬ 
cibly to ni>’ Tccuilcetioo the boyish delights of days 
gone by, and the friendships of Eome, wboHC warn* 
hearts have long ceaaod to beat, and whose warm 
hands now lie cold in tlyi grave. 

Chequered in truth is the life of a soldier, more 
HO probably, than that of other profession#, aed still 
more particularly eo in Indiln W a arc happj and 
joyous to day ; and to-morrow—where are we ? 
Onr friendships Ore formed and matured* buEOUr 
friends art with us one duy,ft»d the next *cea them 
in the narrow bed, the common lot of us all; tliftt 
bourne from whence no Iraveltcr ever returns' 
We see around us smiling faces, radiant with the 
glow of youthful health and vigour, caring for no¬ 
thing, thinking ttf nothing j then the scene changes, 
(hey are removed from uh, and tha places which^ 
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knew them, know foam, no more; fooy arc gone 
for ever, And we must all follow foe Mime route, 
which leuda through the Tilley of foe shadow of 
death; allowing us forcibly die great necessity of 
having Our loins girded, and Our limps burning, 
awaiting for foe same summonn which hag called, 
away foose before ua, and which we must all obey, 
from the lent among us even (0 the gpofttcvt. 

The meeting with our old cunipfluioni- in arms. 
On foe occasion of our marching info Vellore, wag, 
one fraught with pleasure. Officers shook each 
other heartily by dm hand, and met! mingled tn foe 
ranks arid embraced (heir comrades with delight. 
TtS indeed an eufoilamting eight, find does a man's 
heart good to see sUcll feelings existing amongst no 
large a mass of people; feelings which reflect credit 
upon and do hOnjOur to tl^se in wlwse breasts, they 
are engendered. 

On our arrival, we were conducted to the barracks 
appropriated for our ate, ouid us oo lines were 
ready for the men, the encampment was formed 
and occupied eotil eteiy thmg was ready for the re¬ 
ception of foe families. The officers in foe mean 
time rode about foe cantonment m quest of aoeom- 
KKiik'Ltrnim for themselves; there were many houses, 
vacant; many to pick and chgoaa from, go that WO 
had bat one difficulty to contend with, and font 
was foe rent, an important cons id eiation, bat which 
few take the trouble of making. Hie rents of 
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bouses in almost «wy military station are fisctJ 
und regelated bv die authorities, according to. sito 
and rwpftctability, ro that no man ia ever ftUa to 
be imposed upon, except by his own foJIy m alter¬ 
ing- a bouse with a rent too high for bu purse- 
Some of the quarter*, however, beur much higher 
rents than they ere rfcaliy worth, and this 1 must 
say is a great drawback IQ roost Of oar canton- 
JnH r the landlords bfiDg allowed thair own way, 
and the means of the occupants not being held m 
auv regard. Being for the most part miserly and 
grasping, the former will ftQl go to any expense to 
meet the wishes and accommodate n& of tha latter, 
by keeping their boOSea in proper repair, or making 
J,y additions or alterations which may bo required. 

The station uuthoritieS, wbo have die Luauage- 
mcnl of these follows, will not taka the trouble to 
liE*p them in order, or ftf fleeing that they d.0 what 
j a requisite to lender the quit** in any way ha¬ 
bitable or adequate to the rent clmrged. Sonic or 
Ibc bouses are rfcaUy.UQl fit for pig-styes, far foB* 
for European geoflafolk will) thar families to rcfiide 
in, fcnd yet WC are from ucOcsmly obliged to owpJf 
than, and in older to render them comfortable we 
have to undergo ext™ expenses, which we cannot 
aflbTd, and which the landlords are rclm-lant to 
make good by allowing deductions from the regu¬ 
lated hoe*e-rcnt, 

It very frequently ia the case,. #*** aCt BOOClcr . 
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docs a man convert L'.h quarters (at his own ex- 
pens*) into a respectable residence, than he in 
Ordered Iwfty, and hie trouble and outlay become 
a dead loss to him, This b an to he repeated at the 
next station, and so on at every new place. People 
say [hat government allow house-rent; true, they 
do. But is the allowance sufficient ? Xo, it is 
not, because that fixed oli the houses is more than 
that allowed, ftlld officers must lire respectably; 
they cannot tabu themselves and tlieir families into 
dirty hovels. They must attend to their comforts; 
they must consider the health of their wives and 
children. 

The government allowance would he sufficient 
were die <j Uftricrs for officers at out- different sta¬ 
tions kept in proper repair, and the rent regulated 
accordingly; and. this would be done if the autho¬ 
rities were to look after LheTlandlordfl and keep (hem 
at their work. If the commanding officers of every 
Station ware (o insist upon owners of houses main- 
taming diem in ft proper condition, whether tenanted 
or Oct, it would much conduce to the comfort of 
new comers, hesides keeping the [dace clean and 
healthy; for, as regards the latter, I verily believe 
that Oar officers and their families residing, Us tlLey 
are frequently obliged to do, in ruinous, damp, 
dirty houses, suffer more from the eonaeq ucnccs 
than from the cliinaLe of the country, 

■The generality of our stations are anything hut 
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whftl they ought to be in point of cleanliness. and 
salubrity. The houses ftrt in a dilapidated state, 
the enclosures overgrown with rank vegetation, 
the hedge* thick and untrimmed : behind them are 
to bo scon heap a of rubbish from the stabJeu, and 
other placet; the water courses and bridge arches 
being used for purpose* far different to whftt they 
are intended; the- gm$8 grow? thick and super- 
abundant on the road sides, Mid if the™ it a fort 
die water jn the ditch is atagmitlt, and the nuisance 
arising (herefrom drcadfhlJy offensive; sdl the dead 
doge and C&lfl are thrown into it, and ail (he sewtrt 
of ilia phee empty themaelvc& therein; should the 
ditch be ft dry one, it ia full of bushes Mid long 
griiEfcj f>nd a receptacle for all the rubbish in the 
station, which is invariably thrown oV<U' the walls 
for want of a more convenient place. 

The reader will thus, see that there re vast room 
for improvement in nil our stations, a mail and greatj 
and how much remains to be done toward* con¬ 
ducing to the health of the resident*. It ia wrong 
for people (o say that it ia the climate which ren- 
dera India a sickly country—far from it I If some 
of (ho money, which ia uselessly squandered MHy 
by the state, were (0 bo laid out in improvement* 
which arc ao requisite to render our towns, villages, 
hamlets, forta ud cantonments clean and conse¬ 
quently healthy, I vouch for U that there would 
not be ona half the mortality among the European 
Q fi 
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(ay, uml native lug,) residents in India, that we 
now-a-dayn witness to such a fri^lstful extent. 

The cantonment end fort of Vellore, at the time 
I arrived there, were instances of what I have 
elated, "What it may now be I know not* bettor 
i hojw h tllOugh I fear it b not bo. The greater 
portion of the home* were mane or less in a ruinous 
state, not fit for (he residence of human beings. 
There wire exception* truly, hut these consisted tn 
large mansions, with enormous rents fixed to them, 
and which only held-officers and captains could 
bftrely afford to pay, The quarters for die subal- 
torns, that is to say, those of low rent {mid they 
were high enough, too) were miserable hovels, sonic 
of them d irty, broken-down lic ks, which were quite 
disgraceful far so large a gunisen. 

The cantonment is composed of three long streets 
running parallel; with others intersecting, and the 
houses erected in compounds or gardens. The 
smaller and meaner buildings are situated at one 
end, while the larger and more- respectable ones arc 
located at the other. Tim streets are narrow snd 
bfldly constructed, ftnd the entrances to the com¬ 
pounds are more Or less broken down; the wall* 
Und hedges have large gaps in them, the trees and 
flhmEfcF Overgrown; and watercourses on each side 
chnked up with rubbish ftdd dead leaves. 

The fort is situated about a quarter of a mite 
from cantonment. It is an old Maharacta. forttfi- 
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cfttion, built entirely of granite, with tlmibai hae- 
Hotu, tong .curtain a and narrow wet ditch; the 
wilier of which, being stagnant, threw out a stanch 
auffictaiit to breed a plague I TCte houses inside 
the fort are substantial, but very old. The principal 
building* are the palace, a very large pagoda or 
tcrrtplo, converted into an srecnf*l, ar.d the com¬ 
mandant's bouse, ni also the barracks for European 
troops. I will not* however, trouble the reader by 
entering into a description of these. 

The interior of the fort is kept tolerably clean, 
though 1 should any that ft residence there must 
be anything but healthy, owing to the smell arising 
from the ditch, and from the greatest part of the 
fattac-brnye being covered with thick trees, which 
must, as a matter of course, retain much of the 
noxious vapours from the witter, and which the least 
puff of wind must wailTiulo the bouses. 

The hospital for the sick ift likewise iiiftida the 
fort; not fi very eligible spot for Huch 0:i establish¬ 
ment; l should have thought that a clear Open 
atmosphere would havo been preferable, \ large 
gang of convicts Sue also located in oile of the 
bastions. These people are really the filthiest of 
our race; they live in the most dirty manner pw 
aible, adding thereby not a little to the insalubrity 
of the place. I cannot conceive why they are uWr 
tLotted there; being under civil controul they might 
be well located at one of the meaner of the civil 
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' stations in the neighbourhood, instead of being 
confine in a military garHsoil, converting a fort 
into nja.il. 

The public offices are ati<? in the fart, but few, if 
Any, of the staff reside there, the houses in canton¬ 
ment being preferable, as healthierAnd cooler; be¬ 
side? , the mosquitoes there are as large Ah snipe 1 ■ 

The inferior of the Vellore fart WAS the Eccrc of 
the famous mutiny;, a c i ecu ru stance with which a 
great portion of my readers must be well Acquainted. 
The burracks in which the European roldirry were 
so unmercifully muHEUorcd are (ah befare remarked) 
still standing, and used ah public offices, The visi¬ 
tor can to this day sec the marks of the dreadful 
fire nf musqoe&y Which was poured in upon the 
peer fallows from the windows. 

I met jsith im olfl Soldier who related EG mo the 
whole of tbft proceedings of that rna mortibEc occur¬ 
rence, He was one of ttic few who escaped, and 
he pointed ernt to me the bastion in whtch our gal¬ 
lant countrymen kept the cowardly ruffians At bay, 
until the arrival of the drogoona from Arcot, under 
Gillespie. 1 fidsO ntet an old pensioned native, who 
brought i no A bullet which lie had picked out of one 
of die hearts of the- barrack verandah. Ae I saw 
bullet marks in every direction, £ gave the poor 
men the credit of telling the truth, and purchased 
it from hi m ; far this griffiniah trick 1 waE of course 
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laughed ftt, Jbf the »ame reagent, 1 suppose, that 
purctmsCni of Waterloo relics are ridiculed, when 
they visit that famous field of battle. 

When Lins mutineers saw that relief had come 
from (go unexpected a quarter, they lost heart and 
attempted to escape ;, Rome jumped over the ram¬ 
parts into the diiiili, and were either drowned or 
snapped tip by the alligators; others tried to con¬ 
ceal themselves among the various buildings, while 
many clambered up the pagoda Und trees in the 
hopes of escaping detection, but all their efforts at 
Kineealweni were of no avail. The hour of dread¬ 
ful retaliation had arrived \ the drftgoon* gave no 
quarter, the wretched fugitives were sabred witb- 
ont meicy, and those on the pagoda and trees were 
brought down with the curbing or pistol f the marks 
of the hulls arc now visible yu tha pagoda. 

What excellent prentice this mast have been for 
the dragoons, and -with what feelings must they 
have done their work 1 As many of the mutineers 
as could be collected were driven into a rocket or 
tennis court, and the gallopper (COM of the cavalry 
liaving been placed in the gallery, ware opened 
upon them with grape, tltmI not a soul of the villains 
escaped to tell the tale of that dreadful night. 

The dead bodies of the unfortunate European 
soldiers who fell were buried inside the fort and a 
mound marks the Spot where their honea lay j. ihoHO 
of the routineers were taken out and thrown into 
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& [Ml dug for that purpose, in il field shown to this 
day. The tragical end of oil n, who it is said h&d 
been du unfortunate cause of this mutiny, l havO 
already mentioned at the com mencament of this 
nnrmtife; hut I believe that Mysorean influence 
tended more towards erdting the minds of our 
native soldiery than any interference on the part 
of our officers with their religious prejudices. 

It must be borne in mind, chat the -country was 
then in a very unsettled state, and (hat the greater 
part of southern Inc .a had still a hanltcring after 
the late dynasty, particularly the Moslem popula¬ 
tion of the whole of Mysore aud the Carnatic, 
where the Into Sulteun Tippou’s power und name 
kept up Che fire of revolt, which was still smoulder¬ 
ing, rftfldy to hurst out into a blaze at the first 
favourable opportunity, e 

AC 'Vrlboro, the native population was composed, 
for tlir greater part, of Moslems. The Bultaun h s 
whole harem were confined inside the fort, and 
it wed a well-known fact that hundreds of his late 
adherents were residing in the jaltoJi, or native 
town. These men wore the means of undermining 
the fidelity of our troops from without, while the 
women from within were tampering with their alter 
fiance (o Our government, promising all manner 
of bribes if (hey, [ike good believers, would rid the 
country of such KhajiTS (infidels) as the English 
were 2 
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These Were the very people who esdled., plotted 
and contrived the mutiny j while at the same lime 
that they wtft acting thus basely, they {1 mean 
those abominable old cata the Women) were receiv¬ 
ing handsome pensions from, (he hands of (he very 
government whose power lltey were trying to sub¬ 
vert by their secret intrigue*. 

The fatal blow, however, which they received by 
the timely arrival of tha dragoon* from A root, and 
the subsequent events following their entry into the 
fort, showed them that however partially successful 
For ft time* they could hot mate a long stand 
against their conquerorsj their hope* were crashed, 
and the whole pot down ere time could be allowed 
for their plana being motored or the revolt spread 
in any other direction, which it moat probably would 
have done hud there b§cn the slightest encourage¬ 
ment. 

The serious! check at Vellore Intimidated others 
who were doubtless preparing similar undertakings. 
The intentions of many intrigues were nipped in 
the bud, and the general rise quelled with a power¬ 
ful hand, though at ftn enoimous sacrifice of life £ 
while however such sacrifice will ever be subject of 
regret, OUT government In those day* eould not but 
have had cvcrv reason to congratulate themselves 
that matters were not worse, and that they termi¬ 
nated where they did, at the fountain-head. 

The H Mahal ,f (or private palace}, where 
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the flhrivetted remains of the great Tippoo's Harem 
reside, is an extensive building, surrounded by a 
lofty well, high enough to prevent the entrance by 
escalade of any daring lover, hed there betn even 
encouragement f&r such an undertaking- in (be 
eiiatence of any (ting lovely or loveable deserving 
the attempt j but as there are or were neither youth 
nor beauty immured within (lie festered wall a, nothing 
but some doien old women, (Jic shid high enclosure 
cannot bo considered es being ornamental or useful. 
Of the interior of thia palace, I know noth iug. No 
vulgar eye huH ever pierced Hie mysteries of (hat 
seraglio. Kone were ever permitted to enter the 
precincts, CKcepting the brigadier eommuadkig, 
under whose charge: these state prisoner* are kept; 
the fort adjutant, who goes with him, end! the gar¬ 
rison surgeon, who feels the old ladies* pulstts And 
prescribes something nice whenever (hey tire indis¬ 
posed. 

The palace is, I believe, a tolerably handsome 
building, erected by the euUaun himself, or by his 
hither j hut i.L was kept tn. a very dirty condition, 
nud this is not to he wondered at, for the old 
women of the Moslems ere the moat filthy of their 
MS. Government pay these creatures a certain 
Stipend, which is more than sufficient for their main- 
tenuuee, the greater pert of (heir sftLury being er- 
pended in donations to a set of villainous ' jf^Afawr, 1 ' 
(religious mendicants), who reside in the Pettali. 
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Those old ladies art a sad tax to the state t I should- 
Buy they eould hsvft but little- causa for KgKl when 
tlweir time came fur departure front tltis world, for 
life must be a burthen to them, living us they have 
been doblg these last forty yearn ftiid upwards. 

There ure gentries posted over (he two entrance 
gates of the pola.ee, as also under the walla j msd 
they have Strict orders relative to the safe custody 
Of these royal inmates. 

By tlie way, I think, if 1 recollect lights there 
arc one Or two other state prisoners confined in the 
palace 3 hut in a different part of comae. Vellore 
has long been a famous rcecptable for turbo.- 
lent rttjulis and nnrvaubs, as well as for sultnuns’ 
wives. Tlur whole aro a very troublesome set, par¬ 
ticularly the old women, Mid the sooner they are 
disposed of the better. J wonder if the old ladies 
know anything of the treasure in the Naheenairy 
Pass. 

TEue corriinaiuling-offioer of the station had much 
cause- df trouble and annoyance with the Indies. 

Onc day the water brought for consumption was 
bud 3 another day, (ha pa we leaves were objected 
lo; a third, the meat WSW not eatable; u fourth, 
the sentries at night ehaHenged too loudly,, and 
disturbed their slumbers. And then theft were 
frequent petitions against this person,, or (l(Ut; so 
that the situation of the brigadier in cocmeston 
with them, was any thing but a sinecure. 
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Thera is a building inside the fort appropriated 
Iut public worship. What it was formerly 1 can- ' 
nut tell exauttyj though from the presence of sundry 
pieces of carved stone, 1 should suppose that it 
must have been pari of a. native fjfiorpin. It is a 
great pity that no regular church hajv been erected 
at Vellore. A large garrison station, with a, toler¬ 
able European, community, without a church or 
minister, is a glaring instance of that want of seal 
for Clod's service so peculiarly singular and unac¬ 
countable on tho pai l of our rulers. There in a 
regular Roman Catholic chapel, and also a priest 
at the placej but strange to say, neither Proieetant 
church hot clergyman ! Why should tills be sot* 

Mftkfi of cannon shot arc seen on the walls 
outride the fort, us also on the pagoda before-mrn- 
lioncfl; Omd several parts of the stone parapet 
have been £bot off, or shattered ■ she positions of 
our batteries am also shown in the neighbourhood, 
The fort is, in some parts of the works, ruinous; 
ag is tbo case with the greater number of Our forti- 
hcattOils in India. Even at Fort St. George the 
works are So very rotten (if I may so apply tbo 
w&rt),) that il gun, Bred from an embniSwri, or li m 
barbate” crumb! w the parapet down life* sand. 

The wet ditch of tho fort at Vellore is, ns before 

* Sine* Wiring ill* Bbeve th™ liu bttn a unall duirdl 
Mf«tod indJe Ihu fort, ind di* duplth the di«r«t ita 
(hs plK*—I mlibi l.itt dun Hnr, 
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observed, a very dirty one. The suTihet of the 
wutar is covered with a green slimy AiibiUuicr;, 
from vim nee arise most u n wholeso mr effiuvia. 
I reel ly wonder that the pkee continues to be sc 
healthy as it is. The ditch is crossed at one angle 
of the works by an. outer drawbridge, and again 
by an inner one leading into the body of (ha place 
■—ibis last tarns upon a pivot, (like the bridges 
over our canals in England,) and ia an exoeJJen t 
contrivance. The ditch is likewise crossed on the 
other aide by a cauaeway stretching from one scarp 
to the other \ very narrow, barely sufficient to 
admit of two persons abreast. 

In some parts where there is little or no water 
in the ditch, the grass and rushes grow long and 
thick, affording cover for the alligators, which arc 
in great abundance '^Itcae moustera wera first 
placed there in the day a of Hyder A!ty r - <&t least I 
believe so, as menus of defence against nn enemy, 
and with a view of preventing hie prisoners from 
escaping, He had many confined in Vellore, and 
the neighbouring forts Oit the tops of the surround¬ 
ing hills. 

Previously to the famous mutiny just alluded to, 
and when the European regiment WOts quartered in 
the furt, some parts of tile defences were sidly in 
want of repair. The counterscarp of (lie ditch 
wus ruinous throughout, and (he alligators seed (4 
creep Out of th e water 01) to (he jgl&cis^ snapping up 
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UDiutllHtt natives who might he passing. These 
creatures arc cowardly brutes* and nothing alarms 
them so much us the report of a gun, 

I wag informed that the soldiers in the fort in 
those days were aware of this, and discovered that 
(hey always avoided [hut part of [he ditch over 
which the morning and evening guns were fired ‘ 
this letter circumstance they found out by throwing 
a dog Into {lie water, tbs poor animal awam across 
And escaped an lou died, whereas had it been throwm 
in at any other point it would hare been snapped 
up imiued lately. 

Trie soldier* would lower themselves from the 
rumparts into the waters just uuder the bastion, 
exactly as the gun flnCfl At night, swim across the 
ditch without fear of the alligataiSj which they 
fcucw wore not there, scramble up the ruinous 
counterscarps and steal into Ulc pettah, where they 
would remain all night 9rt(t return the following 
morning in time for the H< Tivriifte’ gun, swim 
back and get into their barracks undetected. I 
cannot possibly vouch lor the truth of [his; 1 repeal 
it ag it wti£ told me [ though it is a fact that Euro¬ 
peans will go through any dangerg at all risks for 
a drink of arrack, 

WhaL the sentries in the barracks and on the 
walls could hnvu been alsout there is no knowing; 
we must suppose that matters were not so strictly 
arranged In those days aa they are now; probably 
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a fiuM at tlie bottle for the gentries waa a sufficient 
passport backward a and forwards. What could 
the European sentries have been doing nn the 
(light of the mutiny 1 

The alligators are very dangerous Creatures in 
the VclEore fort ditch. I have heard of several 
dreadful accidents happening at different times. I 
recollect one lamentable Occurrence taking place 
shortly before our su-rivfLf, Many of the natives 
are id the habit of feeding them with Jive fowls, 
ducks, sheep, &c. £e,, apd are Very careless how 
they venture to the edge.of die ditch. 

It *0 happened that an unfortunate boy, while 
crossing the causeway already mojltioned, saw a 
lni^e alligator Cloac to him, and having some bread 
in Iiee hands, striped and ant down, with hia feet 
dangling ovct the aidc^ and amused himself by 
throwing i n pieces of the hrwd, which die alligator 
snapped up. Little did the poor wretch know of 
what was coming ! 

Another large monster from behind crawled up the 
embankment,, (which was in a dilapidated state in 
those days, without any water,) and Bciting his 
victim by the hinder part plunged hack with him 
in his jawa. The poor little fellow shrieked and 
Cried in vain. A sentry on one of the bftations 
heard the cry, and tockiug through the embfaturt 
bclielfl the dreadful eight of the wretched boy 
Htrugrgling in the jnwaof hie formidable destroyer, 
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while die alligator writhud and twiltad violently, 
mangling his victim most horridly and rendering 
escape impossible. 

Thera was no help; the boy ccuild not h&ve been 
saved; the sentry called nut to the guard, but 
before anybody came the monster had disappeared 
with his prey, und all Wets still; (lie Only tiling 
visible of the catastrophe being the Mood-stains in 
(be gwa And (I istDlburod stule of the water. 

The authorities Itare oftentimes deteriuiised upon 
destroying these animal*, but have been prevented 
doing to on account of the natives, who bold them 
in veneration in consequence of their having been 
placed there by so great a man as the tyrant 
Hyder. 

The presence of a v*at Moslem population, in the 
Peltah is also a su&elect ^ason for their not being 
injured, an-d Tfppoo-'s old Indie* have declared, that 
if any of them ant destroyed woe would betido 
those who did the deed, T think them a great 
nuisance to the place - and I attribute the Stench 
from the ditch entirely to the alligator# being in 
the water. I sea no use whatever in their being 
preserved, and I should say, that w-hen they are 
considered objectionable in more ways then one, 
the prejudice of a Moslem rabble, or the omens of 
a pared of old women, ought (o be no barriers to 
their being removed. 

Thu hill-forts commanding the whole of the 
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garrison are fii^reating- ruins, Bind relics of bygone 
days, well worth the attention of the teftveUeir- 
The ascent to them is very steep and rugged; hut 
inspection and the view of the sum>uudmg country 
amply compensate for the trouble^ 

One of these foils if famous for q desperate at¬ 
tack made upon it during die war, by the enemy, 
when held by a handful, ot' Europ^ana with a few 
&epoyB- The bravo defeadgra of this post were 
well nigh being overpowered by numbers, and bad 
it not bond for the ready thought of one of them, 
they would moat probably bare sJl been cut up; 
as it was, however, it turned out otherwise-, for 
previous to the oftmuit made by the enemy, the de¬ 
fenders cut a deep trench wiliiin the walis, which 
trench they covered over will) light twigs; over 
these w&s thrown a layer of earth, and cm that again 
broaches of trees or bushes placed to represent an 
aMflttir, 

The us&ikntfl carried lbs walla, and rushed head¬ 
long in, driving the defenders back, who purposely 
made hut a faint resistance, reserving their tire 
uotil the expected Crisis, Little thinking of tho 
trap lard for theso, the enemy leaped upon and over 
the uMmfJir, ood down they went to ttic bottom 
of tha trench J The g&ffiftOII, seeing the WiCotjas of 
[heir Hchetne, suddenly milted, drove tmek the rest 
at dm point of the bayonet, Jind firing upon those 
in the pit, very soon got tit) of their foe*. 
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This hili fori just alluded to was held aa a sig¬ 
nal ptrtt between Veiiarc and A root, and ft atrang 
guard, relieved weekly , used to be sent up for tha 
purpose of furnishing sentries over solitary cells in 
which were confined European soldiers under acn- 
tcaiCC of court-martial, I do not know whether 
such ia now the ease, but when we were stationed 
at Vellore there wus » partieolar order, that should 
the sentry on the hill at any time see any body of 
troops moving on the open country in the direction 
of Arcot, ho was to wave a white handkerchief, 
(if he had one, I suppose*) on die point of his 
bayonet; and the sentry <M the walls in the fort 
below (whoso order wus to keep hie eye fixed on 
the one above) was instantly to make the same 
known to tha officer on guard. 

The other hill forts ar<£ enrioua enough one in 
particular hus a very remarkable well, cat in the 
solid rock, the water of which is as cold us if it 
had been iced ; but I suppose the wall must by tins 
time be filled with rubbish, and the fortification 
entirely ruined. 

Properly speaking, Vellore should he garrisoned 
by one European and three native regiments.. I 
soy so, becouae it is an important post, being, ac¬ 
cording to the opinion of the greatest general of tha 
ego, the strongest in southern Ind ia—the key, as it 
were, of the Carnutic, and Cue which ssEiOuld be Us 
well protected iit police us in war. lh addition to 
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this, IhL-c. duties of tVie plftrt ale much too severe, 
{another instance of the hard work our men have lo 
perform,) far the amah number kept there now- 
a-days. The details on ditty every day, the oui- 
poats, the frequent c-ill for escorts for one tihing - or 
ancLhcrj the constant tiresome drill* and parades, 
are indeed too much for One corps, arid the skeleton 
of another. Officer* And men Arc worked off their 
legs, and the ItcAt of the plane fo mieh, that l am 
astonished they do not all get burned to death by it' 
Vellore, nL way a was, and always will be, a hard 
worked *£aLiori. 

The li-oop* composing the garrison have ever 
something to do beyond the common routine' in¬ 
deed, there ia no rest tor any of them. If there 
were no regimental drill, there was sure to be bri¬ 
gade drill. If (he men qerc not on duly once in 
three days, some frf?sh gourd or escort must be or¬ 
dered to cause an increase of men for (lie daily roster, 
In addition to tba common work we Itad to do, there 
was a jail full of villanous convicts to look after, 
and Lhat duty I have always looked upon sis a dis¬ 
grace to the name of soldier \ who Ought to be 
exempted from doing Sadi dirty work, [f An effi¬ 
cient police were kept up hy the civil Authorities, 
there would not exist soy necessity for the military 
being made drudges of. 

At Vellore, we. had three regiments io garrison, 
including oar own. The officers were all good fcl~ 

von. it, ^ ri 
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low'd, XHe messes were always entertaining; and 
our commandant-brigadier was (he very man to 
render himself liked and tcfcpected, Me Wfli hos¬ 
pitable and kind to everybody; gentlemanly in bis 
manners , end coartoonB in the extreme, to all 
around him. He was a fthrt-r&ta soldier, and con¬ 
sequently a smart officer; every thing, therefore, in 
liis command was done in proper sfyle. 

Hid lady was agreeable, and made hareclf much 
liked by her hospitable behaviour towards people 
passing through the station, whom she always 
invited to her house. Many have been the delight¬ 
ful parties I havegone to at that lions*, and many 
the nice comfortable dinner* I We partaken of 
when on main guard. 

The brigadier's staff were a proper set; well ap 
to their work, gentlemanly and accommodating in 
the extreme, £Lurt-oineehH have it in their power 
10 be so, or otherwise, whenever they like, borne 
there are, who give a great deal of useless trouble 
and vexation, which gain them nothing hut dlshka 
and ridicule. 

Staff- n fficcra should bear in mind ahvays, that 
they wear red coats, anil are consequently not ft hit 
better, Jls regards the profession, than those less for¬ 
tunate than thcnuelreij but I regret to say, that 
such is not always borne in the recollection; and 
the c/et'c no sooner doffs the regimental costume 
hud dona the gold-laced cup, than a complete 
change comes Over the individual, who forget# his 
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former condition in life, and adopt* -o, liim of con¬ 
duct quite at variance with good breeding mad 
gentlemanly bearing' ■ which proves the Jibal l<vw 
brain and uneducated mind* and renders him, in the 
cyea of iris quondam aSsOciat-fts, lin obj cot of scorn, 
and derision, 

Ttw " tuaviHr in modb ctim fortiirr in rt aits 
better on a soldier, whatever hie condition or situa¬ 
tion in life, than that [Hcsiimptuoua coKcombry 
which we ao frequently meet with uuqpt those 
in ofiteej Mid J. am only uton^td th&t sods peo¬ 
ple are tolerated in the ditdca of society; yet are 
they looked upon an its leading Member*. Hot I 
do not make this remark in regard to the staff in 
general] far be it from me to do ho. 1 know many 
a noble fellow who is on tlift staff j men who are an 
honour to their piofawiafl, and who would not do 
or say an unkind thing on any consideration; and 
1 am happy in being able to add, that men of this 
description predominate, while those who render 
themselves obnosiOus fire only to be met with Oc¬ 
casionally, showing a remarkable! contrast between 
the polished guntletnan and the low-bred “jfcir- 
vitow” 

The general society of Vellore was tike that in 
most of our Indian stations, where we meet the 
same people, and see the same faces day altar day, 
with little or no varying, to scare away the del] 
monotony of inactivity, Tiic ride <Jr drive in the 
p 2 
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heat *f the sun, lovi-sit the row ladies com posing (ha 
female portion of our circle; the three o'clock din¬ 
ner table; or the evening gallop up to the old nice 
course, to breathe the hot air which oomee down 
upon ue from the neighbor ring rocks; all this was 
stupid enough after ell. Sometimes, an enterprising 
married man would hazard un evening puTty, to 
try ftnd get op u little guiety; the lildicH found it 
too hot to dance, and the gentlemen would not at¬ 
tempt lo dance at all, so between the two sesea 
tiiar jd&o was dull work. 

People at Veirore in those days, had no spirit in 
them, excepting, by the. way, at tire meases, and 
there the jolly bachelors used to enjoy each other 4 s 
society, and lo live in first-rate stylo. But I took 
no delight in those noisy meetings. Smoking and 
drinking appeared to me to bo but pc*or satisfaction,, 
particularly ■wills the concomitant OviIh of a sick 
hoad-Rche the next morning; such being the case, 
and for want of something belter to do, ] would 
wend my way home after my evening ride, have a 
cold bath, enjoy the delights of a nice cup of tea, 
and go to bed at times so early as eight o'clock. 
Ycllonc certainly wasu very stupid ptawi in tfw year 
idvtS-—at least I thought so. 

The house l occupied vnts, properly speaking, 
one for a captain; but, os it was Targe and commo¬ 
dious, i took a partner into the concern, in the 
shape of my fcllow-grilEn, who was cuiugn next 
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Wow 1U*, and ibf whom I We bad the greatest 
regai-d ever educe we fira.t knew each o(]n;f r He 
had hi» failing doubtless, for tome of whtdi tie 
used often to got heartily Laughed at; hut he was 
a good fellow at the bottom, { £l little and good”) 
with as hrave a heart us ever palpitated in a human 
body. 

I always made it a rule to have a good house to 
whatever station [ went, preferring thereby being 
comfortable to aaviug a few rupees by inhabiting a 
miserable hovel not fit for a dog to live in. It is a 
mistaken economy, und very foolish, to think, that 
there is anything saved by occupying a had house 
indeed, quite the contrary, as far as money if con¬ 
cerned, and donhly so in regard to health and com™ 
fijit, to say nothing of the respectability. 

There is no luxUTy so groat in India as a large 
airy house, with OpW, cleanly grounds surround ing 
it; and there is nothing mow Conducive to id 
health than the living in crumpcd-up quarters, with 
email enclosures; and a dirty compound, IVe had a 
palace to live in, and contrived to make ouredvt-g 
eorofortahlo and happy. My chum aud 1 got on 
remarkably well, though we frequently fought Like 
cat and dog, and vowed vengeance at each other; 
but these ffficnH did not matter much, aud wo always 
found oeractvca lk I getter friends after. 

Our mansion was furnished very nicely, I re¬ 
member 1 was fool enough to send down to Madras 
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for a whole lot of furniture,, which 1 bad to pay fbr 
moat heavily. In addition to this trick, I waa guilty 
of another far worse. I wrote down for a quan¬ 
tity of plate, little thinking of (be consequences, 
and never dreaming that (be supply was not of 
the slightest use to me! 1 considered it incumbent 

on me to have some plate \ ho, iilte a real M iTbAwijr 
Raw" wrote to the principal Silversmiths at Madrus 
for u set of KpOQtiS, forkg and 90 forth, that might 
have done for U colonel. 1 cannot JMW imagine 
whfttoonld have induced me to cojnm.Lt gnoh an ex¬ 
travagance, hut it was so, and I was a griffin and no 
mistake; so take warning my young readers, never 
Write lor plate or furniture to Madras—the CJtpetwe 
is dreadful. 

It is h v<.ry had plan for young fellowa to burden 
themselves with silver things; they are aure to ha 
Stolen. The only meal that a bachelor takes at his. 
own quartern is his breakfast; much plate Ls not 
requisi te fur such an i mporiani ceremony, and, if ho 
happens to have a friend, that friend either brings 
his own, or what is wanted Can easily be borrowed 
from the mesa-house. Eut griffins disdain to bor¬ 
row anything (but money), and that ift the reason 
they do such tilings as buy plate, We will, how¬ 
ever, say no more on the subject, hut wend on Our 
way merrily to the next chapter. 

Experience inculcates many a lesson, and I 
would Jain hope that whatever I may have had of 
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it hog given me an insight into the character of (ha 
world we live in, and that whatsoever I have Ad¬ 
vanced (written as it has been from experience) will 
serve as useful Icsaona to my younger friends, for 
whose sole advantage and benefit 1 am now pat¬ 
ting these pages together; and if I may have said 
enough to do good (whom good is intended), I 
shall not Otlly consider ifly-sal f particularly fortunate 
in having Opened the eye* of the younger portion 
of the ftrrtiy to what they MfO to undergo in first 
MHiKieftcing their career in a strange land, but 
thank rny stars that, by a perusal of thi* book, they 
will not he such great griffins aa I was, when 1 first 
put on a red wat, in the year 1833. 
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CHAPTER VL 

SuEHHlfil t-' Amce-an LTi" .i r t Martini l>uty—The JjbTrr.rVi-'" 
A ttw Obirrvntif.i an Ccuili Martid—T ^kd Werk* at 
Ari»—T he H Dipirdhjr m tewltpJ—Oji tlut Fcrluip vdlsilL 
iiiit btSmpn Oih Qunn'r rind Compwy'a Oflietf*— 

Ed HpdiI QrjnrUrr—A jirtttlMl J-olo*—Tt» Adjntpnt'i Ch*^ 
111 1 ! again—Tlia tLiilfi r'» .Hsii—H w nariew I'lcapr—H xmii- 
jcDn v f llif CliiJELli -A 2 fatale ]?□£•:—Sporting Dngi in 
India—Fmc Hunting uc-at VeUdte-^-A ^BoUmtj Fnc*"'— 
Embiniiiing Viiil ol Ebt Adj'jlnr.L—-A Word oa Ibc Toilotlt . 


Shobtlv after cur arrival at Vellare d we received 
orders to furnish a detail of officers for a court- 
martial, which vu to assemble at Am re, for th* 
trial of two inert, who had descried from H. M, 
——at Foot, while Oft service in the Tenaaserim; 
provinces. Cur colonel, interpreter, and I, three 
of bs, were directed to plowed on this duty. We 
had about twenty-five miles to go, and a* iti e road 
waa tolerably good the colonel drove there in hie 
buggyj and took me with him. 
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Ab'wc were not certain whether there would be 
any ate OHf t'B'L-oO at inn a prepared for us* wc toot our 
tentH, and bad them pitehed inside the Port {w 
rather what remained of it)., close to the officers' 
barracka On oar arrival, we reported outaelvcs in 
due form, and were very hospitably received by the 
residents. An invitation was scot us. to be guests 
at the mass, during our stay at the station, and the 
commandant had his house open to cb for our 
mcala, whenever wo wished to partake of them 
with him; thus wc had every rcaHon to be gratified* 
Olid anticipated a plcuEimt time of it with Our new 
ncquainttinees, 

Amur w a Station for one European regiment, 
Why it was fixed upon for Such a purpose, I know 
not. Our risers are supposed to be the host judges 
in such and all other matters, but 1 cannot Lr.lp 
saying that it is the common opinion of all military 
men, that a wOrSc could not have been Eclectcd for 
the locating European troops. The barracks are 
situated inside the ruins of an old dilapidated fort* 
the walls of which were recently blown up pur¬ 
posely, with a view of rendering the {dace a little 
cooler; hot enough it k in all conscience- The 
Europeans die like rotten sheep at Amco, and morn 
particularly bo during the hot weather, when either 
fever, or cholera, ia sure to break out among them. 

The barracks itre badly built* badly ventilated, 
and bo low that the heat inside must render them 

H u 
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altogether iff adapted for the man. Hie quarters 
for the officers are mi stable accommodations, 
being constructed w ith bomb-proof roofs; the rooms 
are bo flm&llj that there ts barely space for one per¬ 
son* and two were frequently located id the (tins 
compartment* which, wus thereby so bot and con¬ 
fined that I was surprised they contrived to exist. 

Tho whole range of quarters are pretty nearly 
upon a par in point of size end accommodation, 
those for the senior officer ara, howcYsr,, somewhat 
belter, though fhey were poor enough; and not- 
wilhstanding that the officers are obliged to go to 
much expense to render (hem at all tenable, still 
they are wrclchcd iLabitutiuns for any one, and 
more so for officers And gentlemen,. 

The married soldiers and their families reside 
Separate from the barracks* in a pwnaArry, forming 
of itself a small village. These cottages the poor 
men have to erect themselves at their own expense, 
and they are teally very comfortable-too ting and 
tidy, furnished nod laid Out according to their 
homely idea*, wi tli a little bit of garden in front, 
and enclosed by green or white palings. 1 thought 
the eotqrgea much preferable to tbs hot ovens in 
which the office™ reaided- 

TLiere is no church at Amee, Service is occa¬ 
sionally performed by the incumbent at A root, where 
there is a very substantial church, with but .fow 
Europeans, the troops bo ing composed of only one 
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regiment of cavalry, while at Amec the gar- 
nson was entirely of Europeans, This is a strange 
arrangement the reader will allow, Arcof,or VeU 
lore, would have been better adapted ui every 
reapuct for European troops, and whoever selected 
Amec could not hfcvs had much discriroioation or 
considaratiou for Hi* health of our poor couniry- 
men, who art located (here from time to time, and 
Otu* ntler-s of the present day would do welt were 
they to abandon the station altogether. 

Troops at Araee are of no use whatever, Were 
they placed in a more centrical position for service 
when required , it would be far better j and, were a 
coder sit aid ion selected for them, the ad van rages 
woold be greater than people imagine- But the 
health arid convenience of our soldiery seem to he 
subjects of secondary consideration; were it other¬ 
wise, we should not be seeing European regiments 
located in such abominable hot ovens as Amce, 
and one or two others that I could mention. 

The trial lasted, for a cunsidcruble time, end we 
were detained for upwuda of three weeks, It w&e 
a tedious affair, us mrc indeed the geuemlity of 
coum-martial, mol being buckled op in full uni¬ 
form every day in tire hot weather is aoything but 
pleasant However, we ought not to grumble* for 
we are well paid for ell we do, mud third; a court- 
martial much too serious a Ihibg for any portion 
of its Imparlance to be done away with, The two 


153 


TK S y KARA IX I H Jj] A. 


culprits turned out to be disreputable characters, 
were found guilty, and dealt with accordiftgly- 

Tliiij waH the first court-martial I had ever been 
on, and l was much arnuEcd to sfic the indifference 
with which the members generally treated the 
matter under investigation. The Oldy men who 
attended to its progress were the president end 
judge-advocate; almost all the Kit were employed 
;n reading newspapers, or novels. I naturally asked 
myself the question, how these officers could in 
justice to themselves, or the unfortunate prisoner*, 
be z<> neglectful of the solemn oath which they 
each individually made,, that they would well acid 
truly, atul to the best of their shill and judgment, 
administer justice in the case before them 7 How 
can their attention lc diverted from the perusal of 
newspapers, or boots, to th* matte* for which they 
were assembled 1 

I put these *pteation8 to myself in my younger 
days, und J have put them since, for l observed, 
as 1 grew older in the sendee, that the same prac¬ 
tice more or less prevailed in every court-martial 
roam; and I ask those same questions now, in 
order that the reader may see what a trivial matter 
is made of a court-marti id by many of its members, 
after they have taken, an oath Mi the Bible, which 
hinds them most solemnly to a strict attention to 
what is going on, And to an impartial judgment, 
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awarding to the evidence which they Ore. Supposed 

to hear. 

What poling imcgularitieH are these ! And hew 
incumbent Et i>s upon the Henionj to pat them down | 
That aach do CMitimifi in & Jhct, ftnd no One cun 
deny it- and [ am only astonished that presidents of 
courts-martial permit them, and that judge-ad * 0 * 
cat™ do not interfere with their ad rice, in order 
that members may be made to attend to their duty, 
instead of acting like schoolboys in reading newa- 
ptspers and such Like trash. 

The inattention is Che same wltatever Hue case, 
ht it robbery, mutiny, desertion, murder, or any 
other crime. All that the memheru think of is (ho 
newspaper, or nov*l; and what a it is for diem 
to be obliged Co alt so Hoag. The case under trial 
is of Secondary importance; they care rot what 
becomes of die prisoner; they hlti no pntfonCij 
with him; the sooner the rascal is flogged, dis¬ 
missed, transported or hanged, the better for them; 
they will get off the irksome doty the sooner. 
Many is the member who has given his opinion no 
to tlic prisoner*a guilt, or innocence, without know¬ 
ing what he is saying; he is generally biassed by 
whet is said by those before, him, and has his 
thoughts prohahiy fined on something else all the 
time that he may lie passing .sentence of death, or 
transportation for life, on sum* poor miserable 
fellow-creature. 
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] do not mfcuti to argufi that every member of & 
court-martinl is bo culpably negligent, but 1 think 
I ftia not far wrong in 6ftyiflg that the evil does 
lisiol, and L say further, that it behoves the presi*- 
dent, or any $e nior officer, to cheek the i nrej^ulatLcy, 
Why do they not do so? UcCftuEC (hey would 
avoid being considered particular by their juniors, 
at the expense of their own contSeietHSes j. for, may 
I ask, is not the very circumstance of tacitly per- 
imtfing such proceedings, a broach of the oath they 
have taken, that they will well Eind truly do jufilice, 
and are they doing justice if they allow aucli 
things t 

We experienced every kindness and hospitality 
fro01 (lie gallant ——at Foot, during Our stay. 
We dined dully at tnesa, and always finished the 
day at th& quarter* of one of (ha o flic era. The 
corps was a very fine one, end everything con¬ 
nected with it wn-> in cupilid order. I do not 
remember ever having #cen before or since a finer 
body of men, or a better drilled battalion. When 
under arms they made a beautiful show, and when 
in motion they were guperb! Their marching in 
line wils magnificent, and their wheeling in column 
like the swinging of a gate 1 I with OvCry rCgi- 
moot of (he line drilled as wall as they did. 

What they do now, 1 cun not tell. They nro at 
present at home, where I believe (hoy are broken 
ap into detachments, when drilling is not much 
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attended to, There b nothin# like a sojuurfl in 
India for getting a regiment into first-rate ojrdor. 
Til) corps 1 am more particularly alluding to had 
been b considerable time in the Liu it, and had been 
much in contact with the native nnny. They had 
become acquainted with and much attached to 
many of our officer*, and they were general fa* 

vou rites. 

In former cl ay?, there used to exist an unhappy 
feeling on the part of onr brethren in arms of the 
royal troops toward s our officers; a feeling which 
Used to give rise to many disagreements, quarrels 
and petty bickerings unbecoming in the extreme, 
arid Such as should not hftvo been permitted, Hie 
royal niELccr* fancied themselves (and some do so 
now too—it mistaken notion 1) superior to those of 
the Indian army, and consequently gave themselves 
many foolish aim, which engendered bad feeling, 
and did them m good ; quite forgetting that our 
officers were every bit a* well-born, bred and edu¬ 
cated aa themselves. 

We hold the same com miss ions, and serve the 
same cause, that of our sovereign and country; 
they had consequently no reason whatever for ar¬ 
rogating to themselves any superiority. Bat (UCll 
thoughtless, boyish nonsense scarcely exiita now-a- 
duya„ Regiments on linSt coming to India have 
however, even to this day, strange and unaecount- 
ablo fancies regarding company's officers. These 
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TvJiiiDBtcat notions originate from igtoOfftnee only; 
tout, when theyfind out that they Ulthnn amongst 
men of superior attainments, men of intent and 
education,. gentlemen in every sense of the word, 
they ftootl clhingc (heir ton*, md adopt a proper 
line ofOOndirot, ami the two aKJficM (if I may cat! 
them «o) pull very well together- 

There is not (nor Ims there ever been) a rerd meat 
from England that has not always Tegrcttcd quitting 
India, when th* order has. arrived for their return 
hftSMi, And there are many reasons for fluch 
regret. Ccmnexiona and. friends are formed, which, 
render separation painful, and moreover, the poor 
in packet have superior means of existing in this 
country than in their native land, where living is 
norr-c-dayv so dreadfully expensive; and 1 know 
many who evchMge into other regiments, in pre¬ 
ference (o accompanying (heir former ones to their 
own country. 

An old officer on first landing in India is a 
greater greenhorn than even one of our cade fa. 
Ho cannot therefore do better than make friends 
with one of us, The assistance that the former 
derives from the advice of the latter i» of the 
greatest consequence j and without it, the Queen's 
officer cannot got Oft at all; at least fn nine coses 
out of ten. He contrives to fall into all uianner of 
troubles and difficulties; lie is cheated and robbed 
by hie rascally servants, and lends a life of misery 
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■and discomfort enough to disgust any oue, and 
make him wish himself back In England., quartered 
in (pine country town on fiift paltry pittance of en 
much a day, and nothing- over. 

To aee a corps fregh landed from England is 
sufficient to excite pity, and to induce people to 
come forward to do the needful; but fldaJe Cher* lire 
amongst the new-comera who will not condescend 
to apply to anybody for aid - and it is perfectly 
ridiculous for such individuals to imagine that be* 
cauie they belong to the royal army they are far 
above seeking advice or assistance Anns a com¬ 
pany's officer j they cannct get on without it. [f 
they attempt to do so, they go to the dog A very 
fast indeed. 1 do not mean to say that it is matter 
of difficulty to everybody to do without the helping 
hands of older residents; hut ms I said before, 
taking them altogether, the red-coat*, fresh from 
the shores of their own country., arc the veriest 
greenhorns that ever placed their feel on the burning 
sand* of India, 

Mow the officers of the regiment at Aruee, were 
a proper set, (and there arc many corps like them 
in (ndia}; they knew how to appreciate the friend¬ 
ship and society of those of oar sandas; the con¬ 
sequences wert, (hat they m»de themselves liked 
by everybody, wherever they went. Eiut 1 have 
UlOt with one or two regiments sinec I have been 
in the country, who have established it a rule, as it 
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were, to haw as little ns possible to any to com¬ 
pany's officers: tbe greater fools they, say I. 

It sometimes does happen, that the ftertdf of a 
Queen's regi ment is the cause of ili-focling and di$- 
ityiMn icu!*. In such a esse, the sooner the poor 
man iij superseded the butter i for, be who seta ao 
bad an ex ample. to his officers, must be (tn egregiona 
blockhead, not fit to command, sod far better 
adapted to ir waste his sweetness on the desert air" 
of tome luiaeruble village in his native country, and 
eke out his existence on the few pounds shillings 
and pence of hia half-pay. 

The court-martial over, we bade farewell to our 
kind hosts of that splendid regiment, find wended 
our way hack again to Vellore, halting mid-way at 
S “ choultry,” ^or native resting place,J to havo 
some shooting. The surround ing country abounded 
in nmol I game, hare, partridge, quail, und rock- 
pigeon ; SO 1 wrote to Vellore, and invited two of 
my brother officers to join our party, and u right 
merry set we formed. Wo shot all day, and dined 
in the evening, after which we sat smoking and 
.chatting till bed-lime, 

1 shall never forget ft trick which the old colonel 
played off upon my chum (who had also COUie Out 
to us) on this occasion. My young friend was 
very fond of smoking, and wo had received a pre¬ 
sent of some vary good cheroota, made at Triehi- 
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nopoty* [a place famous for them ; who h&a not 
heard of the f< Trichtetf ’ 7) some of which we prf 
(anted to him, as something above the common. 

The COlfinei had very stily pulled dot the rc«l 
from one Of (-Item, (placed inside to admit ofn free 
draught of (moke,! and had put gun-powder half- 
wav up, instead ■ The cherOoi was a largo one, H( a 
horse-keeper," as it is termed* (why so, I cannot 
tell,) about as thick and a» large vs a good sized 
wax-candle. He wa_s very proud of this cheroot* 
and lighted it looking very grave and at the same 
time very happy. 

Suddenly the powder ignited, and gave the poor 
fellow such a ahock, that he jumped up With a loud 
yell* Upsetting table, chairs and all, and calling cut 
that Lc was murdered. The joke was toe much of 
& good thing* and he might have been (seriously 
hurt; hut, fortunately, no harm was doae, save 
and except a (light bum On the roof of hia mouth. 

The a (dieted-one hone bes affliction marvellously 
well, and was very goodot&tared about it, but he 
vowed vengeance upon the colonel, who at the 
moment of explosion enjoyed the fun heartily; hut 
felt much grieved when he ascertained the mischief 
ha had done ; however* the matter passed off very 
well indeed, and wC arrived at Vetlone in Iriglt 
feather, after an absence of a month, and rfltu med 
to our monotonous drudgery of main-guard and 
drill* us usual. 
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There wus capital fox-hunting in tl»C vicinity of 
Vellore, 9ndl more particularly about a Tillage six 
or eight miles on the Chittoor roild. One of our 
officers kept some beautiful greyhounds, which he 
had bred himself, ftnd with these lie used to course 
the foxes, This may appear to the inexjserienc&d 
a very unsportman like thing, hilt ft little explana¬ 
tion will, probably, serve to do away with such an 
imph£g$ionr Many attempts liavo been mado to 
introduce fox-hounds, hamers and beagles into the 
country, but without Bacetsa iu any one way. 
Hundreds and thousand* of these dog* fmvo been 
sent out to India at enormous expense, (the reader 
rnrjsi bear in mind that I am alluding mere im¬ 
mediately to Madras,) and thousands of pound* 
have been spent in vnrioi™ wTiya in trying to keep 
Up (he necessary establishment for their cure and 
management; bat every attempt bits been a com¬ 
plete failure. 

The dogs cannot live in India. No sooner does 
a. pack of them reach Madras, than they die by 
twoH and throca a day. Pew, tf any. Survive, and 
those that do, become mangy, and ftlffi of no use 
whatever, f have seen several packs of hounds at 
the Presidency, and have observed them at work 
in a morning. Their movements were very heavy 
and sluggish, and after at! did not appear Co ma to 
afford the sport or pleasure which we experience 
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at home. The dflgs get knocked up in a (hoii 
lime, and it not unfrcquenfly happens that several 
die in the field from erthuastton. 

Fomi are a scarcity in the neigbhou rhpod of 
Madras; go that th* only Unintul they can have 
any sport with, ia the jackal!, which ia Tory soon 
mil into and killed. Some of those creatures are 
very bold And handy, and show de*pirfttft fight, 
biting and maiming the dogs severely; they can 
■only he managed by good boll-dogs and terriers, 
The fox-hounde, haTTitra and beagles not being 
then equal either to the climate Or tilt work they 
have to do, and tlte*e animal* seldom or Over 
reaching an up-country station, we are obliged to 
have recourse to greyhound^ which TVS breed 
sometimes entirely of English blood., but more 
frequently with a cross between an English and 
mi Arab, The thorough-bred English dog is too 
heavy for this country, but the English blood in 
the Arab crowed, t* a capital one for coming. 

The foxes which arc hunted or coursed in this 
manner aro very swift of foot, and at limes give 
capital sport. I It.ivc often Seen them killed -single- 
handed by one of Out dogs. They are generally 
to be found in grUifl'fieEds, or along the bed of » 
dry nullah, or water-course, whither they steal 
away on [be slightest noise, or sign of danger. [ 
have several times seared a fox while out snipe- 
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shooting, find have seen tin: s=ly villain. scaiApetiijg 
&iV with a Leveret in lam month. 

[ remember givipg chase to messier tsyifiFird one 
day, while I was Marching for a pas-triage which I 
hart lost; I saw him with my lofit bird in his jaws 
aneak atT to my right, and immediately followed 
hoping So regtiin my prise, L shouted after the 
tlufef to nr> purpose, and at last tried if a shot 
would bring him to Vs bearings, thinking it quit* 
lawful to give hint ft ttiite of what^ according *0 
the ]ftwE Of sporting, he WHS not entitled to, for 
canying oJF tbit, winds according lo the rights of 
mam, w;i_s bon^L fide mine own property.. 

'f he shot acted as [ Si ad wishedj there was an 
Hcbnugft of compliments; reynard felt the one 1 
had bestowed upon him. 

There was also at Vellore a w bobbery-pmA,'’ as 
it ii called. Tina strange denomination ii applied 
10 as strange a medley of the canine (pcci®. Tile 
pack it COUpwd of dog* of all sorts and sizes • 
half-bred greyhounds, terriem, mongrel-ours, half- 
apuniels, poligms, parrifthe, 0»d htlLMmll* half-set¬ 
ters, and eo forth. With such a combination, it is 
difficult for the inexperienced sportsman to conceive 
what can be its use. 

.But, (ho " bobbery pack" artord good sport. 
They arc fine jit a ran after jackall, or " dummaU- 
Qtimdy” aliaa hyvtrsft f they will attack a Tillage pig. 
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or chase bagged hartr They aide Up to ftfty fan, and 
really' I have a*eti *oma f«y good truna with tbom h 
far better than with Madras foxhounds, Alijiosi 
Hivory station haB a H bobbery pack" each member 
of (he hunt canid but mg' bia share towards increas- 
jug the number of dogs. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

HpipiLilLl? In India—BEs&H-Sbwnwif among tin EJIlIi — A 
tiring* Rnjbltry—Offiturt delirfiid lo PaoiinriullM—The 
w *td* IllLlliflf — A Jrf nHaK ifl (Peking a Hivtr—A Joumry 
by M-oanlight— Rtomnrli cn :h,E Lin:-? af moving Trcepi Ln 
J ndi'^i—>AjTi t-I or PbnomnuJIen. 


VjEirtom is the great thoroughfare far inttCan 
coraing down Traiu Bangalore, BeJfary and all other 
ateliout situated in that direction. People were, 
therefore, continually passing through, fcorcetinrefl; 
by themselves, and at others in twos and threes ■ 
thereby putting the hospitality of the residents fre¬ 
quently to the- t-GHtj. sumo staying fur a few hours, 
and othcre for two or three days. The kind-hearted 
and hospitabk brigad icr set us alt a good rxnmple, 
there was seldom it day but what he had somebody 
at his house and table. 

As 1 have before observed, India is thu place 
where we see genuine hospitality displayed. The 
traveller is always sure to find a welcome wherever 
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he goes ; he has every attention paid him, and he 
f&sls himself fta ftltich m! home in the house of a 
p*»on whom he hits IlCKf Seen, before, lls in that 
of hie fi 1 ,™ brother. 

The neighbouring hills, aonie five or six miles 
from Vettote, abounded with gftine Of every ds- 
actiplion. We had never heard previously to Our 
coming, that any thing was to be found deserving 
attention ■ but our worthy adjutant, a thorough' 
bred sportsman, often cast a longing eye at their 
appearance, being confident in his own mind that 
largo games was to be had among them. The older 
residents hushed at the idea, because they had 
never hcaid or known of any having been killed 
there, adding that nobody had ever been up die ML*, 
and that the only large gates ever Hhot were ante¬ 
lope and jungle goat, which soruetiiues do come 
down upon the plains, and destroy the grain in (he 
fields at the foot of the Stills. The natives never 
ventured] they c&utd not, consequently, give any 
information, *0 our keen sportsman bad it all hia 
own way, and resolved to go and sec for himself, 
and be satisfied. 

The adjutant and another officer, therefore, went 
up, attd, after in absence of some two or three days, 
succeeded in finding a whole herd of bison, one Or 
two of which they were lucky enough to' bring 
down with their rsfl«, though it was not till after 
very severe Mid indefatigable exertions teal they 
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vren able is come within shot of (hem. They to- 
turned home, highly del ighled with their excursion, 
and displayed els trophies, to the wondering eyes 
of the people in can to aments, two huge canCiLsHfcS, 
one of a young hull, and the other of a full grOWB 
cow. 

So doted were these two worthies with tliclr Suc¬ 
cess, that they resolved on another trial, and. this time 
went better prepared and equipped Tor a JengtEicnod 
campaign, Daring (beEr wanderings, they came 
upon a smnll village inhabited by a wild-looking set 
of people. The village was situated on one of the 
hilts, and (lie natives appeared astonished at seeing 
Europeans. Two or three of them Opened them- 
sha'ss m hunts inert and guides to show the haunts 
of the game. These fellows they paid well, a* they 
revived much useful information from them; otic, 
a very intelligent man, was cofluilituted tbe “ nq«j- 
j-Aifrur/ 1 (or chief huntsman,) upon a fixed Sal toy, 
and it was bis duty to give every assistance, 4nd to 
bring news of tho movements of the horde of bison 
which he knew were in the neighbourhood „ 

Thu two adventurers cleared a patch of jungle 
in an eligiblo situation,, and at a suitable cli&twncc 
from the village, where they erected a temporary 
bungalow, (or I should End! rtj but*) of mud wnlts 
and n thatched roof, consisting of three or- four 
rooms, with Small out offices. 

Thin was formally constituted tho of 
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the party, and here they bsd brought from eanlnn- 
nymta sundry artides of camp fuinitete tdl in the 
ruiigEij and which was duly placed in charge of the 
hnntsmsn, who Vied to look alter the building, and 
was mightily pleased with his situation. Hie mas- 
tens armed him wish an old " flint and steel," and 
regularly equipped him with powder-flask, shot-belt, 
and so forth; he hin.dk proved himself a faith fa] 
fellow, and in every way worthy of his i sipo riant 
office. 

Many were the trip* which old J—— B-~- 
made to DmHlty” £as lie called hie inat in the 
bills; so termed after a betratiM locality of that 
name, sacred to hunting remembrance in the Neil- 
g-lierrieit, wlterc ho had resided for some time irtCmy 
years back;} and many the dating feat he per¬ 
formed, 

I do not think that " UimAn tty” was ever ftguin 
frequented after wo left Vellore. Ihe poor old 
PJTCCT jJU&orfr occupation WHS gone, when his kind, 
good master quitted tile plane; however, ho had 
presorted (0 him the cottage and all its appsirte- 
nanoes, beside receiving a character as being one 
of the best a t^ikartes 1 ’ £huntsmen,) in that neigh¬ 
bourhood, 

Vellore abounded in (hievta of & variety tif do 
acripticna. Some them wtre who nobbed in the 
liBcaare; othcre, who restricted their operations to 
the lines of the ngirants; while others again only 

i2 
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paid nocturnal visits to the officers' quarters. 
What the local police could have been about there 
was no knowing. 

Our adjutant was one who suffered. Ho lost his 
rifle and a brace of petals, and ooirfd not imagine 
wbat had become of them. The loss was duly re¬ 
ported to the police authorities, and every search 
made without success. At Lust 13 - d somehow 
or other, heard that it wtis probable the missing 
articles might have b i n thrown into the well in 
front of his house j find , ture enough, after tlit well 
had been dived into, the musing things were found 
rusted and damaged of GOU^e, hut who could have 
played him such a scurvy trick it was im possible to 
(hi, though We riiH piCtcd Cleat the rusuJlt rn izhI Ittvfi 
lieen one of his servants who had lately horn dis¬ 
charged for misbehaviour, and who must have 
adopted that method of revenge upon his master. 

Two other officers of oUtb I Lad visits from these 
villains. One had his writing desk taken Uwiy and 
its contents rifled. The oilier, however, happened 
to awake: on hearing aorue noise, and rushed into his 
bath-room, sword in hand, ;usl in time to see his 
friends making a retreat through the window. He 
was after them in an instant. One more active 
than his companion contrived to escape] the other 
was caught by the leg as ho was attempting to 
climb aver tho wall, and, after receiving sundry 
progs with the sword, was pulled hack and secured, 
the rascal roaring with the pain and fright. 
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Both these gcnta were discarded servants; indeed, 
the generality of thieves in military stations are 
SUch, And T hftve known people robbed of all Uucrr 
property by itldividuulii whom they had formerly 
employed, mid who hart known thfc whereabouts 
the different things are to be found, 

I had been comfortably settled at Vellore for 
about si k. or seven months, when iny ektsm anti 
I suddenly received order* to prepare for immediate 
movement with cmr respective companies down to 
Foonamullec, a Htatio n about seventy miles off, and 
doge to Madras. We made every preparation for 
our matnii, and received a long lecture of good 
advice from our worthy colonel (with whom wc 
were troth grout favourites), and started! on die 
morning of the third day after tbc anira! of tho 
curded 

The captain who waa to command tbc detach¬ 
ment was detained at VcJforO, on OOutE-nsftrtiul 
duty; the im mediate charge, therefore, devolved 
On me, as next senior ofllcer ^ tbc first lime I had 
been detached from regimeotaL hoad-quaTteraj with 
two hundred men under my command. I coneri- 
r.ilied my chum my adjutant and personal hUiIT, 
Us wed all my order*, and started lor A root, diet 
being the first stage oF oar journey down towards 
the Presidency. 

A root k about fifteen, miles from VdJore* and 
tilers ia era rtfifl# ft wide eandy bed of a river to be 





174 


TEX VBA RE EH lifDIA. 


crossed, at about fivft inilefi. from that fiiaUon; a 
heavy pull few men (end cattle parricBlwly), who 
sink up to their ankle* in sand every step they take, 
1 am making mention of this river, because it re¬ 
minds me of a laughable occurrence which took 
place while we were Crossing it. The sun wUs 
very hut at the time, it being post toil o'clock, and 
every on* was knocked up with the liiMlt. 

Midway, between either bank, there WftB a beau¬ 
tiful stream of water, about a fool deep, or perhaps 
a little more, running through the sand, and lock¬ 
ing moat invitingly cook As we waded across, 
the men Stooped and drank to refresh themselves 
and out horses likewise lowered their heads and 
partook of the beverage' during this, my brute 
play'id me his old trick, by lying down, and, before 
I was awfttc of his intention, be WOu on his knees, 
and rolled with roe into th* water E This was not 
u very agreeable position to be in; there I lay 
helpless, with one leg under the body of my Buce¬ 
phalus, spluttering and atruggling to disengage my¬ 
self, the water running over me, Enid l just able to 
keep my head out of it ; otherwise, I might have 
been drowned, shsllow as was the streum, to say 
nothing of the chances 1 bad of getting my brains 
kicked out by tire floundering brute which played 
me tins trick. 

Ilud it uotbeen tor sOlBC of tfientcn, who pricked 
the horse with their bayonets und made him get up. 
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1 know not how I should have Eared: as it iv^, 1 
had a thorough soaking,, to the no amah amusement 
of my chum, who stood on the other side laughing 
immoderately. L need not Hay that 1 was n little 
chagrined at the bad beginning I hud made,. hot 
otherwise (he eool sousing I had undergone mus 
very refreshing. I ought to have known better 
than to have allowed my Roiinante to drink tn the 
way I did ; the narrow escape I had nn a former 
occasion ought to have put me on my guard against 
similar proceed it: gs on his pnrL 

We did not inarch into A root until past eleven 
o’clock. I remember it was On Sunday, and the 
church-bdls were ringing for service, We heard 
the sounds Summoning us to tin; house of praytr h 
hut neither of us wont. What extruord iuaty in¬ 
difference? I had not been inside a church for 
runny OlOnUw, nay, for nearly two Years, and now 
ihfct 1 had an opportunity l did not even give it a 
thought 

Arcot is too well known in the history of south¬ 
ern India to require much description from fflfc, 
The old town and famous fort, Itanccpcttahj which 
wer-e so gallantly defended by Clive, with his hand¬ 
ful of bravo Europeans and sepoys, are situated at 
some distance from tlte cantonments, which ara 
well laid Out Sud clean. There are hurracks for 
two cavalry regiments, and one, 1 believe, for in¬ 
fantry, though there Is only one cavalry Corps 
stationed now at the place. 
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The church is a neat building in the modem 
Hiyle of architecture, and standa- by itself, on a 
rising ground; what the interior is, 1 am aahamed 
to say I cannot tell, for' I never entered it. In 
former days, Arcot always boasted of a regiment 
of European cavalry, aud, at times, corps of Eu¬ 
ropean infantry, were (here located, The church 
was then of the greatest use; but as it lias since 
been arranged, that only one native cavalry corps 
should hold the place, the congregation must be 
very small, and the church seldom Opened. WIiAt 
e pity it is that government s hould CSs pend so much 
money in fjrming cUntonmenl* for European troops 
and then desert them ( 

As we had arrived so late in the day, and had 
luid such A uultry march of it, 1 determined to start 
earlier in future, so as tu get to our encampment 
before the sun WAS up: [ therefore ordered the 
drums, fa the neat start to be beaten at half past 
two and three o'clock, which time, according to my 
calculation, would bring us to out stag* At about 
half past seven. After an early tea and sapper, wo 
both retired Eo our tents, and were soon com foriablv 
asleep, [ remember it was a beautiful moonlight 
night, and the air delightfully cool (it was then 
early In March), 

I happened to AW Ate on hearing the sentry chal¬ 
lenge, and, putting on my dippers, went outside to 
see what o'clock it waa, I W'OS. somehow convinced 
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in my own joind that it must be folly half past two 
in the morning, time t* be prepsirin^ for moving; 
I therefore nonsnli the drummer, who wUs slumber¬ 
ing in my toot, and ordired. him to beat tbt 
rale forthwith, 

Tli in wm the men turned out, and the 

families began to p-ach, though I fancied, somehow 
or other, that it wad very strange they had riot 
already commenced .moving. However, 1 did not 
give that a second (bought, but directed my aid- 
de-camp to get the men under anna, and have their 
tents struck and started in a quarter of an hour. 
I never would sillnw the font men longer time titan 
that; smart felloe should Iiutc their catWftBfl down, 
packed, and marched oiT itl hia s;klcl-, if they are 
worth luiyt hi ng; and I invariably made it a rule, 
in ait duty nvaUcTS, to Occupy as tittle time aa pos¬ 
sible in the performance, always taking cswe that 
every little item wsa cor/fcdly performed and in 
good order. 1 never permitted any dilly-dallying, 
talking, or wrangling, Whenever men had any¬ 
thing to go through, they were made to do their 
work in perfect alienee, and with steadiflMi. 

On this occasion, the soldiery fell in firmed and 
accoutred, the tentii were disposed of in a shorter 
time thin dull allowed, and in less than half an 
hour from tfto beating of my first dniEP, the en¬ 
campment wfls dear mnd every soul in motion. 
Wind a delightful march we bad of it, too ! The 
i 5 
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most delightful I have ever made, We had m bright 
moonlight all the wav, and die air was sharp end 
told, so that wq moved along right merrily, 

I observed to my comrade dial it was getting 
daylight vary slowly. Ho Coincided in (he nouuk, 
but s-dd nothing more, for (ho follow wns very 
drowsy, and was taking ft comfortably hap in my 
buggy, which was following in rear of Out hitte 
column. I happened to ace Our medico riding in 
ncaralHOj and made the same observation to him; ha 
replied, “ 1 am not at ail surprised, sir, at its getting 
daylight ho slowly. When \rt started from Arcot, 
it was hardy half past twelve o'clock J JJ 
"No wOiider, then, that daylight is not yet On 
usi" 

J£ There is no harm donc, fJ said the 0pothecaty, 
“ dioagb perhaps yon are not aware, sir, diftt 
fflftrcliiug too early ia likely to be attended wi,tl| 
serioa* consequences." 

<f now soT f inquired I* "prfty explain yourself 
1 always iQIgfud that moving iu the cool air was 
preferable to the Itcat of the aim, 1 ' 

u As far a* the marching in the Cool of the morn¬ 
ing ih concerned, sir," said he,you are right • hut 
the exposing die men and followers to thy cold 
dump air of the nigFit, with thy dew fading like 
rail), is liable to bring on fever and dysentery, and 
very often cholera, particularly su movi ng through 
aa Unhealthy country; but, in the ])rfcncut instance, 
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where the men are in good trim, und clad in their 
cloaks, as you now hare them, there is no risk, 1 ’-' 

“ Well, doctor," said l r "U is sHitisfadUjjy to know 
that I did right; in making the fellows takeout ihtir 
cloaks and wear th eoi; they have kept themsdvea 
warm thereby, and prevented their accoutrement* 
from getting soiled by the dual and dew, which latter 
■a i 1 'idi.L'd falling heavily, I sea,” added \, wringing 
(lie water off ray cap j “ 1 have never observed auch 
dew before.” 

This short conversation with Ihe worthy apothe¬ 
cary gave me an excellent hint, and I may here 
observe, with all d(W thsfarenoc to Superior autho¬ 
rity, that the time tor moving troops so early in 
the morning as they do, exposed to the cold and 
damp air, on empty stomatha, and alter hiding 
(the greater part of them} had litde or no rest 
during the night, without anything warm before 
starting, in ilia shape of a dram of good spirits, or 
a hot cup of codec, is in my humble opinion ob¬ 
jectionable. 

If instead of storting at so curly An hour, the 
troops and followers were to be allowed to sleep 
quietly and undisturbed in their tenia or pals, with 
a comfortable breakfast OtJ rising, and a good sub¬ 
stantial meal in the middle of (be day, and then 
march in the afternoon, the change would be a 
great advantage- The men would then have had 
the benefit of a good night’s bicep, Lite strengthen- 
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ing effects of twy meals, upon which they would 
he able to go through the tataguos of a march, 
without tiny dungcr, or risk of sickness; but march 
there early i n the morning, when they are wearied 
for want of rest, the mind an well ns the body 
hltHflnd with anxiety about their families, the latter 
weakened by the TBeagrcncsa of fare, and nothing 
to wit previous to moving ; march them, in that 
manner, and it will be waiter of surprise if they 
are able to undergo the subsequent foligujea of a 
twelve or fifteen mites' journey (armed and accou¬ 
tred as they are), without their strength failing, and 
diseases of a frightful nature breaking nut and. carry¬ 
ing off our best and bravest men. 

i urn not (Up advocate myself for early marching, 
either of European or native troops, lire objec¬ 
tion raised to moving in the evenings is, the beat 
before storting and the lutcncsE of the hour before 
an encampment can be formed and the men and 
families settled at tire next stage. Where there is 
a large body of followers, I admit that such may 
be the case, but 1 think that the drawback could 
ha easily remedied by a little good management 
In the first place, were I in command of a body 
of troops, I would, instead of Overworking men and 
cattle by tong stages, divide those stages into two 
and go jiList one-baJ Ij which would take about tlnco 
hours at the utmost, and (hat would bring the men 
fo die end Of tlioir journey a good hour or more 
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before dark, living ample tiroo for baggage and 
followers to be settled and comfortable with their 
bivouac A™ a-llght and their pots bolting for H upper 
before the night gels in. 

In the second place, I would curtail eIlc time oc¬ 
cupied in striking and pitching the tenia, and Ln 
paclfng and starting the baggage. And tbia can 
only be done by rigid discipline among Ihoae who 
ftrn appointed for that duty, viz, the tent-lasesr 
department. I attribute the slowness with which 
their work is performed entirely to their feriocss, 
and a con scquCti t want of smartness. Nntivea can¬ 
not, or rather will not, work without talking, wrang¬ 
ling and fighting among (hemgelvea, and that iy the 
rtKlsOn why they are *0 much slower than any other 
human beings. A sepoy must have bis abuse and 
his quarrel, or lie is not satisfied. 

AH this in the ease of camp-people Ought to be 
cheated, and, while striking or Hatting up (ente, the 
lajjearft should do what they have to do in perfect 
Hiletice, and they should bo practise so os to get 
through their work by timing, and any slowness 
Bhould be punished. A few compleg would soon 
make the whole expert, and, in order to encourage 
smartness, tht commanding-officer should detach 
sinaLL fatigue parties from among the bgchelOT*, Sny 
nbont ten or fifteen men, for the express pu rpoae of 
assisting the tanHascare Lu pitching their canvass; 
tlicy ought to be sent on in advance with the tents in 
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fatigue-dress, leaving their arm# Mid accoutrements 
to be tarried by their companies; this fatigue party 
should he under a smftrt non-commissioned officer, 
who will keep order, and see that the work is done 
within the prescribed, period, and I will warrant 
that there would be no time Lost, as is now thfc case, 
in ueetesa delay and irregularities, such as Acting 
and abusing. 

Let an encampment bo begun to strike tents at 
two tfetoek, ftir instance; half an hour is ample 
time for every tent, Mjjguge-cnrl, or bullock to be 
moved off, which should be clone by sound of bugle, 
or beat of drum f cdl (aggers behind must ho se¬ 
verely punished,, and I do not think there will! he 
many ssich taggers beyond once or twice. 

Let the baggage and followers have a good start 
of two hours, and then let the troops follow, 
maithing them at four nr half-pact four t>'dock } 
thus arrangement wonSd allow the former to puah 
on, and 1 venture to say, that by the time the la Iter 
arrived al the next stage, the baggage, tents, and 
followers, would have already reached, and the 
greater part (if not all) of the tenia have been 
pitched ready for the men, und every thmg over 
hv dark. I really do not see why such ahould not 
be th* case. 

This mode of proceeding would, l think, be fer 
hotter than that of marching in the morning, with 
the drawbacks already detailed; and 1 am also of 
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opinion,. (JhLLt Lf troops* wore to be mewed in. smaller 
bodies^ arid consequently diminishing due number 
of cauip-fbUowers, the p[ aQ w^uld be 9 better one. 
It would give more room for encamping, ^Ihc spaces 
in the generality of allotted for encampments 
are cou fined and badly selected,) the supplies from 
the villages would be better, for mare reasons [Iran 
one ; there would be more el&anliaessj and conse¬ 
quently less probability of disease. 

People may say what they like to the contrary, 
l have remarked before, and L repeat, that there is 
a great (leal of drinking going'on among the sepoy a 
of our regiuiun ts j and the nbomEnublti tnish they 
take is enough to kill them by dozens, The toddv 
and arrack vended to them in the villages through 
w’hieh they paHF. on a nrnreh ftro both rank poison: 
I would therefore invariably have a guard in the 
villages, and bold the head authorities of those 
places responsible that UO liquor of any description 
be sold to the men. 

Indeed, I would allow no com mu meat Lou what¬ 
ever between the troops and the villagesj every 
article of food, Ac, is brought into camp, and sol¬ 
diery have no business to ho strolling ar.d prowling 
about beyond this prescribed limits. Those who 
break through the order should be severely dealt 
with, and 1 think it would not take long in putting 
a atop to drinking on a line of march, at leftist 
drinking the stuff that is to he had in tike villages. 
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European tToojJE- are Allowed a supply of good 
substantial spirits for daily consumption, 1 ny.il]v 
do not see why government should W icbho-ld such 
indulgence from the native soldiery. Let A supply 
of snack from government stores accompany a 
native regiment,, let a canteen bn opened, and let 
those who require spirits come and buy, and drink. 
It is better they should do this than poison them- 
flfitvea r and then die like ntten sheep. Govern¬ 
ment would not be losers by such an omDgeuum t, 
and such quantities as are not used could easily be 
returned into stores on arrival of the regiment at 
Lite next station. 

Wn had altogether a vary pleasant journey to 
Poouamullcc, where we arrived in due time. The 
route wc travelled afTo nded ua plenty of sport. We 
had snipe and wild-fowl in abundance, with par¬ 
tridge and hare as much as we wished. Our table 
was supplied entirely from the produce of our guns; 
in fact, we hftd so much at tiroes, that our servants 
and followers as also many of our man shared of 
the bag. But game in the country of the Carnatic 
is particularly insipid, dry outing, and rather tough 
to bootj for nothing can be kept to get tender as 
in. England; what is killed must he consumed at 
once, otherwise it very soon becomes unfit to ba 
eaten at All. 

The best way to use game in some parts of Indie, 
is, I think, to pat it into JitcAis; snipe, partridge, 
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teal and (luck, opened down the breast and put 
Into salt far a few days, and afar that dried in fa c 
&un p and then hung in the cook-room over the 
smoke of (lie wood-fire, make capita] eating, and 
keep a considerable time; they are aa eXMUnnt 
addition to the break fast-table, particularly on a 
march, when good fresh provisions are net always 
procurable. 

Hare k olways best when potted, A rooat hare 
is not eutubh:, from, its being bo very dry and taste¬ 
less ; not even the accompaniment of jelly or 
biruarind sauce will make it pnlatahfa _nor k it 
nice in a stew; but potted bare* welt concocted, k* 
I ill ink, delicious, and can be used at any time for 
breakfast, ti den or supper, 1 l will* moreover, keep. 
I have seen hare potted in India at* in England, 
and it wm* jast as good as when ffat done! 

Hie reader may feel disposed to disbelieve me, 
but 1 can assure him that l have ate an excellent 
Cftrry made from a young monkey! The meat was 
mc*t tender* and exceedingly savoury. In some 
parts of Ceylon, the natives use (h* [UeIl of fac 
HKMlkey very often, particularly in broths and 
curries far sick people. I have a Iso at* a pic mad* 
of parrots and guanas, and an excellent dish it was, 
Coo. 

flu t let us lake a look at Poonamullee. To the 
Madras officer the place must he familiar, connected, 
us it is with reminiscences of many a jovial trip to 
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the il r:1.1cih jiu&s ; Em (ijitiiir: soldier Lv ing drunk in 
the fork-ditch, and a multiplicity of strange looking 
potties, belter known by the high sounding title of 
“ Ifoonamutlae Arab*,.” Evervhody knows what 
description of animals they ct*c r Verity are they 
the strangest compound of slin and bone I would 
wish to Bee* and the most vicious bmtes that ever 
went under the designation of four-footed animats. 

And yet the " PooitainuJJse Arab" la very useful 
sometime^ particularly on a line of mirth, they 
answer capitally to duty one's bullock-trunks wlieu 
Other cattle are not procurable. 
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CHAPTER VITI. 

PoonnWLllM At * I>cpot—Ch^ci'MjT A Rgn^pdij*—J iijfcnic’i 
Duviif» tot smuggling ispiriLi into Ebm^Vj—IVbitc Ant*-— 
Th* Milrfutf fhty tilccl.—- Einvr Co giinri fgtlnlA ihcra-— 
Viut to tha FrHldtUGjr—Studying di* L*p.gufcge—MMh.- 
■ht*f frpflt IfuailiUgS—A iL tl:■? lo Iteginmcri icarding iliwf 
M«m—fInw iJiftjr ewjfhl Id be [rested— [IcnAru an (K* b44t 
Mttm at «(pii=ii 5 £ Urn LuflUg®, 

If the walla of fhc old fort (it PoonamnUee were 
knoclted down, hem) the whole levelled and exposed, 
the place would he tolerable- hut at [ue-Bcnl it i& 
anything hut what a. depul for European soldiers 
should be. Ili the first place, the hospital and part 
of the barracks Ere si tv-it ted within the fort, the 
ramparts running d[Qs£ to those building*, wi lsm to 
completely keep out any healthy circulation of air. 
The ditch i& partly dry and partly wet. The dry i& 
lull of all the dii± and filth from the interior, de¬ 
posited by sweeper*; the wet is nothing hut putrid 
stagnant water, in some parts Waeh mud. 

Tins cannot be a healthy locality for old or young 
soldiers; the former wai ting to be fleet home by 
the first ships, at times detained there for mouth* j 
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and the latter coming fr^B-la from England, and sta¬ 
tioned there preparatory to marching up country. 
The buildings for the uae of the troops ineide the 
fort are good substantial Ones, and there could not 
pfflrfUy be any objections, if those abominable 
rotten tu ruble-down ramparts were out of the way. 
Outside, again, there arc extensile ranges of 
barracks, in various directions, sufficient for the 
aecummodation of two or three regiments, perhaps 
inonij but they have their drawback also, inasmuch 
aa (fiat they happen to lie jest diametrically oppo¬ 
site to (hose situated in the fort; they have no 
sliefter or screen at all; they aio too mud) exposed; 
there is nothing to keep off (lie hot sun, or (he 
force of iba burning, parching Itlud winds; not 
even a tree near them f 

The officers' quarter* arc wretched, litlfe hits of 
pigCOn-holes, not so large as those at Amee, and 
SO hot, that anybody residing in [hern ought to be 
grilled to death, or undergo suffocation. How can 
Uvops be expected to continue comfortable, or 
healthy, if they are cooped up in such miserable 
receptacles? Impossible: t The eveiy-day wort 
of death gives the lie to Et at once,and there is not n 
doubt but that a greater part of the sickness among 
European soldiery is to be attributed to their being 
badly housed. Poonamullee would be & desirable 
place, if the accommodations for the troops were 
better. 


TfeF YEARS IK INDIA, 


139 


Thera is a rang* of bnildiugs called " th& French 
Barracks/* so designated from the circumstance of 
flic French prisoners, taken daring the last war, 
having been foozled there. They are the host 
in the place. The pretty lilllc church Is about 
a quarter of a mile from the barracks. It t? a 
tolerably-built edifice, and capable of containing 
about a hand rad people, 

Poonamutlee t$ much frequented by old peu- 
aioned European soldiers; there are many- of them 
residing within the limit* of thu dep^E, in OOttugcs 
neatly laid out; with Email gardens in front of 
them. The scones which sometimes occur among 
them of drunkenness and debauchery; a/e dis¬ 
graceful in the extreme, and show but a bad ex¬ 
ample to the yoaug and mw Soldiery', who crowd 
the barracks from time to timt, It is really & pity 
tbit these vetemna are allowed to reside *t FoO- 
rtJiraullec. There is nu establishment at a place 
tailed Trippasore, within a short distance, purposely 
adapted for European out-pensioners, where all 
might be Stationed together - ; and bo out of the way 
of the regular troops, as they ought to be j non- 
cfl'ectivea should never be located with the effectives, 
particularly with recniits. Tilt old men only teach 
the young Lada bad hubits; they pat them up to all 
kinds of mischief, nntl do them otherwise much 
barm. 

Taking Foonainullee altogether, I think it the 
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vory counterpart of Amee. As stations, tWy are 
both fsoetahte, 1 cannot conceive how {JiWCffl' 
mpiit could possibly have selected two so ill-adapted 
foe the purpose* for which they ura used. Tho 
hurying-ground of each ia full of gravqi, plainly 
testifying that neither con be healthy. 

Poonamullee is tilso * station for civilians. It 
was, I thi»h, the fiaaa-quiirtcrs of the collector cod 
magistrate of South Arcot, end cite principal civil 
officer bad his cuteberry (or court house}, in some 
of the old barrack*, which were well fitted tip nod 
rendered very comfortable. 

My friend 0-— B - -and I took a bungalow 

between us, determining to churn together during 
Out stay. 71)6 Wilding was tolerably comfortable 
and roomy, hut they were miserable quarter* com¬ 
pared to those we had left behind ua at Voirone. 
However, bacheJofS very SOoU contrive to shako 
themselves into any place f wc were not long in 
making our domain clean (a primary cOnsid ETatiou 
with nut wherever I go}, and as ElOat as rircum- 
stances would admit, Wc brought all our kits 
down with us, w that wc Wanted nothing. Our 
fflOJMiye was in excellent order, and we did the 
thing in style, occasionally giving ladies' parties. 

Oar men were located in and about the native 
village, and wc had: foe our barracks or place of 
arms a dirty old building, evidently very mueli out 
of repair, and situated in a separate part of the 
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cftntonfllcGb The detachment- wbi very hard 
worked during Our slay at PoomamulLoe. There 
was nothing but duty, duty, duty, from cue end of 
the week lc the oilier; and (bat duty coopted in 
funushiog guards inside the fort, over some ragga- 
tiiuiSjL native marauders, and at the gates to f>Tft- 
Teut die soldiery from smuggling spirits into the 
barracks; not being allowed to bring it in by Jair 
EflcflJH, they try to do so by feud* a ntf resort to a 
variety of expedients, one of which was to ho:si it 
over the ramparts; the soldier letting down & string 
and hi* comrade walking into tire ditch end fasten¬ 
ing a bottle thereto, which WOE hoisrted up on a 
given signal. 

Another method wan concealing Liquor in curtain 
places under ground, and the soldiery frequenting 
the sputa and drinking it unobserved. A third way 
was that of carrying spirits in bladders about the 
person, in a style perfectly ridiculous, women ns 
well ns men tying with *4l oilier rq what manner 
they can M arrange them so as to escape de- 
tectioil- 

We were invited to become honorary imeinbcra 
t>f the depot mess, but ns there was no necessity 
for it, and as wc preferred keeping house ouraelves^ 
we declined, and only went ther* occasionally. The 
flttsa at that time was a ttty had one, and very ex- 
pensive. The wines wore not fit to drink, and the 
meals worse. There wOs nobody (o superintend 




TEN YEARS IK I NCI A. 


m 

the establishment, the consequences were that (he 
rascally butler had It all his, own way, and pre¬ 
ciously did he cheat the poor ignorant griffins of 
Queen's officers, who were obliged to frequent it. 
Such rascality I never before witnessed. It boat 
even the knavery of the cadet*' quartern! 

EveLy one has heard or read of those destructive 
insects coJEcd white lints, so peculiar to the east, 
Tlicy are looked upon by us ns the greatest thieves 
and enemies we Can possibly have, and so mis¬ 
chievous arc they, that I am really afraid to say 
what they will not destroy. I remember a 
ludicrous aiKKdote I ones heard, showing what the 
natives themselves think of t heir propensities.- One 
of the guns on the ramparts of Eort. St, George 
was reported unserviceable in consequence of its 
being honeycombed; the story goes that the man 
bringing the report was a gun-Jascar, and the 
ordnance people asked him what was the matter 
with the gun 1 The man replied with great sim¬ 
plicity— 

“ Kce-h&t-kccj sahib; leken dceuiiih kb .'l gyii !' 3 
* Why, sir, 1 don't eiacLty know, but the white 
ants must have been eating it 1" 

I have myself wi hneesed some very extraordinary 
proofs of (1m mischief these creatures have dune, 
Their ravages will appear incredible to the inex¬ 
perienced, who may never have come in contact 
with diem. When marching down from the 
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Western coast in 1B35* one of the men of my 
company lwd his firelock completuiy destroyed by 
the white iLri Li ! I recollect he was Into for mUAter- 
mg, previously to marching off: the reason he gave 
was, that he could not make out what had come to 
his musket, which he had place*] by his side daring 
the night, He wee found seated inside his tent 
trying to discover how it had become in that state* 
and* upon «aprin*tHP, found llttt the insects 
had literally eaten sway {lie stock f the lock 
felt oat* sad the halt- cad was rendered quit* an- 
scrviceahla J All this was dona in one night! 

But* whilst at Poonsmautlec* my poor chum suf¬ 
fered more from white ants than any perron I have 
fiver met with, He kept all his uniforms, rwats, 
jackets* pantaloons, epauletMM,, ft3shts and helta, &c* 
in a very nice camphor-wood trunk (which, hy thft 
way, arc Eli pjxisod to be <mti-\v!iiic ant), safe, n s he 
imagined, from all harm This ho\ iic had raised 
from the fl oor, placing it upon four bricks* One day 
my friend went to the box to take his clothes cut ■ he 
opened it, and, to his great horror und aetonislimcjH, 
discoYCnec! tbut scarcely any of his things were 
left f The greater part of his fulbdraa aad other 
articles of uniform had been demolished by those 
dreadful visitors; the buttons and lace were found 
in, the bottom of tine box 1 Had ho come some' 
what Inter, there would hare been nothing left to 
ted [he tele ! Thus wufl my chum regularly robbed* 
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ana that too without the ?Li ghtest hapca of ever rt- 
caTering his lost property, a I L which Ild was obliged 
to replace, with little or do money to pity for them. 

White ants will attack anything in the shape of 
doth, or linen 5 leather, (russia leather excepted,.) 
boots, shoes-, saddlery and harness; eatables, fur¬ 
niture, in fact, anything 1 They have been often 
known to tap a cask, or to open, bottles of wine* or 
beer, by eating the corks ! There are of course 
exception a; for instance, they will Dot touch any¬ 
thing with jwtrolium (or earth-oil) rubbed on it: 
cloth, oi linen, which has indigo op it they isomer 
come near, and they shun s alp bur. 

White ants a™ tte most intlustiions creatures in, 
the world- L have often watched them with a 
magnifying glass, 'Tis a. most amusing sight. 
They go to work with admirable ingenuity, carry¬ 
ing their earth and water in their bodies, and 
plastering as it wars their winding passages for 
several yards with the greatest regularity, and in 
an incredibly abort space of time ■ throwing out 
branching passages in different directions, by way 
of feelers- They will pierce through the cement or 
cAujuim on the doors, walls, or ceilings; and 
Attack whatever is nearest 10 them. If they find 
nothing close at hand, Urey throw opt their scout* 
to $eonr the country and report prey, and then, do 
they set to work and sap and mina regularly up (0 
the object of their destruction; and, when the 
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business dors commence in real earnest, it is not 
tong in being accomplished. 

Pictures on the walls of ft room are destrnyed in 
A WO^t effective manner. The nuts will work 
through ft well el&se up to a picture and take it ia 
i H j§ rear, and, no one knows what ia going on until 
n large linle ia discovered, and seme valuable pro- 
duett d-d of rhe pencil completely ruined. They will 
probably eat a portrait, taking otf the whole face, 
or an eye, or the nose, us neatly as if nut out with 
u knife, 

I remember ft friend of mine who had two pic¬ 
tures, of his father and mother; they wore placed 
close to each other. He came into his room one 
morning, and to hia great disgust and sorrow dis¬ 
co Tired Chut Site faces of both portraits hud been 
entirely eaten away by the abominable wretches in 
the course nf the night I 

If white ante once get themselves into a tent, 
farewell to it for ever 5 They do their work w ith 
such rapidity, that people mo rail ly surprised whea 
they find EOiftc article, which they had seen a few 
hours before, partly or wholly demolished. I once 
had a part folio full nf sketches and drawings eaten 
up and ruined by them. On one occasion, I hap¬ 
pened So pot out a lot of books and psp#n ™ faolc 
to sir in the eon; when 1 went to bring them in, I 
found (bat my little demons bad at them, and 
that several very valuable works w*ne quite spoiled. 
kQ 
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"White ants spare nothing, and, singular enough, 
they arc bo acute and knowing, that all the tune 
they am playing die deuce with a poor man's kit, 
ihey have their nentries thrown coat in all directions, 
and oil the least noise of approach they disappear 
in an instant, leaving only their vacant passage* to 
mark their visit. If it should so happen that there 
ha anything kept in any pail of a room which they 
ais unable to get at from below, they will work 
tlieir way up ft wall and across the r*?of, or ceiling, 
to the exact spot Lmdcr which the desired booty is 
located; then by slow process they work n passage 
downwards from the ceiling until, it reaches to 
within a certain distance of the object; they then 
drop themselves down on Et, arid do their work; 
alter which thev born 4 hole in the floor tD enable 
them to beat a retreat when they are satisfied. 

it is next to an impossibility to prevent these 
insects from paying you a visit, or to destroy them 
when they come. If you block up tlifrir aperture 
on the floor, wall or roiling, they Start away in an 
opposite direction, and allow themselves elsewhere, 
I have known so many as six or seven entrances, 
made by them in one room. 

The best way to keep them from attacking 
clothes, books OT papers, or indeed anything, is 
to get patrolium (it is procurable almost every 
where in Inch*), or tar, should the former not be 
within reach; and rub the lege of chairs and tables 
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or tine bottoms of lJOttta and tru nks, on d the books 
of pictures, he. 4e, i*s well us to keep & bright look 
out ngor'nat their incursions, having tin: carpets and 
mats frequently taken up. the iloora we]] swept and 
sprinkled wptli wood ashes; all the incipient pas¬ 
sages destroyed, and a Eitclc poured into 

every opening. Ycnir whole property must emdergo 
constant watchfulness and UtunhtUODj, And there 
is a probability of your keeping theca off; but if 1 
Itot, one night will b& the rufn of you. 

It is very easy to detect die white ant at work • 
they make a sort of sharp and creaking noise ns 
they move their bmmB3&Vj' and I have frequently 
stopped them in consequence of listening and Eirar- 
ing that noise in Lire night In damp rainy weather, 
they are very plentiful and troublesome- It behove* 
people during such aouboas to have their servants 
ever on the nlcrtj it is astonishing the mischief 
they will (lo ? Ad the stopping of boles, pouring 
down oil, Ot hot water, blowing them up with gun¬ 
powder, or siilloc.iat'iiig them with smoko, are of no 
avail. Drive them away from one place, they are 
sure to appear somewhere else;; bo that the only 
remedy against the evil is to he careful and prevent 
tlifljr fitting upon anything. 

In camp, white ants are very troublesome; they 
are sure to attack every article placed on the 
gtoimd, and. the best preventive is an indigo-dyed, 
carpet, bricka under yOur bouts, Otnd a slump look 
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out, else the tent itsilf will suffer forwent of some¬ 
thing better ; and, if btkej plate, jqq are, as 
the migar saying i*—“ done for ! JP 

In the month of May of the kith* year, a de¬ 
tach ment from Palaver-ftm was Cent to relieve os. 
We tli ere fire prepared to march back to VellorC, 
and delighted were we at tit* prospect of returning 
to hfsui-t[tiiirtors. But, os I was desirous to remain, 
and if possible pints iin examination in Hind ns lanes, 
t applied for leave, winch to my great satisfaction 
v.-fiji granted me. 

1 remained in my old quarter at PoftnaimilJeo, 
hand at -work with ft moonahee, but l shortly after 
removed down to MfcdrM, to (lie house of a 
worthy friend, sin.CC dead, who was kind enough to 
give op (lie use of the bungalow in his compound 
entirely to ®ft And liOfO I began in real earnest. 
1 had two moonshces in my pay, and worked hard 
from ten in (lie morning until four in the afternoon, 
OelC moonshec kept me translating from Hindus- 
tonee into English, and the other utoc versi. TJiis 
1 continued until (lie middle of July, intending to 
go Up for an examination at the Collage early the 
earning unwitlu 

And noiv, a word or two about tliosc moonahees, 
or rather teacher?. I look upon (hern generally as 
die veriest humbugs that can be mot with among 
the natives. Habit and a wish to please make 
them adopt a lino of conduct towards their em- 
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ployed quite at TttranflO with honesty and sincerity. 
They assume a styia of language Und manners 
EfiTvlIe in the extreme. Evety thing they say haa 
something in it of compliment to the ]>er$nn i.l rl- 
dressed ; seme silvery, flowery speech calculated 
to disgust far mete than pleaae ■ and their faw ■■ mg, 
Cringing ways of saluting, aOquLeading, and smiling, 
are all very runL*n und deceitful* 

These men a™ never contest, hut when flattering 
ilietr students l>y telling him that he in very clever, 
hift pronuwsaflon excellent, and hia talking equal 
to that of'a n;=tiv«j ht& handwriting beautifully 
legibly and his idiom drat rate ! In fact, they will 
not scruple to tell a man to hia face, with many nn 
artful assurance:, that he la n perfect linguist, 
whereas, if tins truth were ajwhcn, flic poof student 
knows nothing about flic mniter ! 

Let a lflonnahei; be ever so respectable, never 
bfd i<■ vh: any tiling he says. The generality of them 
^and with exceptions very few) tell falsehoods 'with 
the gTcateat JwncJkihwsc possible; and are apt to 
abuse you behind your back, while fliey are flat¬ 
tering you (O your face. I say that I assist this 
from experience, because I remember my two 
tenders used to go on with me exactly in the 
mauEiar that I have dcscribed. The nocale luld 
me that I waa very dever indeed I Quite maHtcr 
of the language, and that I should pass a brilliant 
examination ! That, in fact, they had neither of 
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them held 6U0tl ft “ihagird? 

(aueh mi intelligent or apt scholar,) tench before? 

l had both t3te«e moonshees sent mo from the 
College, Men who were in those days in the pay 
of Government purposely maintained to attend 
upon aj;d instruct young officers and civilians 
during their course of study. They came to me 
with strong recommendations of character; their 
fitness to instruct wu& unquestionable; but their 
aptitude in giving what is vulgarly termed “ hlar- 
n&fj" was probably not known, at the College, 
though the students arc the only jjeraohs who have 
ail opportunity of nsccrUiining that qualification. 

These men used to do uothing but praise ino up 
to the skies, mat tell me CO go Up and apply for an 
examination committee, declaring that 1 should 
undoubtedly Succeed with flying Colours !■ " Goar 
S5eAA jASAA w£ iAoafi« imflifi Jtai wAiA/" 
(there h* not the stfghleat doubt of it, sir I) they 
would *ay r 

Thinking them therefore sincere (and in doing 
so I acknowledge myself s great griffin), and that 
they were the best judges in such matters, I did 
apply for an examination, and on the day appointed 
underwent the Otdeal; and, lied it not been for the 
rascality of the GOOHIlbea who was present nn the 
occasion, (one of the very men whom I bad been 
paying, and who had tofd me that there wee net a 
doubt of my success,)—had it not been for hia 
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rascality, the chances were that 1 should have 

pa*aed t 

As it was, however, the fellow p^i-mled me with 
Persian and Sansk rit words in the " coriiMraad’an-j" 
and Conglomerated my ideas an much with lvs 
difficult sentences, that after all il was a failure, in* 
3s mud i Cus that tlia committee reported me- not rit 
for CUP iPttrprCler’H denies, but atated that [ had 
made Creditable progress, and recommended me to 
study a little longer, &c„ &c. 

Now, this HCtf-sUCaO rdocnHhw, be it known, 
solemnly promised sue that he would make use of 
very easy language, im flOsvrcreuig with me, and 1 
told him that if I seconded, 1 should divide the 
reward, vis., ldO rupees (a paltry reward indeed !j- 
between the two teachers by way of remuneration. 
Instead of malt i ng my ord ml easy as he had pro¬ 
mised, ha did quite the contrary. Had l pul fifty 
rupees into the hands of the moonghee jest pre¬ 
viously t* yny going op before the committee, in the 
shape of a il rUAwZt'’ {bribe), there ia not a doubt 
hut that ho would have cleared the way for me. 

Beginners in studying the languages in India, 
particularly those who have not had much expe¬ 
rience with tire natives, have Home difficulties to 
overcome; but these are rendered Comparatively 
easy by A little cure rand forethought. It) the first 
plaoc, the principal difficulty to get over is the 
securing the services of an wteU-igcait and respect- 
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able tcathtr. 'l L J l i- beat and piii.isr efficient Ifloon- 
ftre those attached to regiments of i:M L Jimr. 
Interpreters of corps arc the best calculated to 
judge a a to Else capwbi lilies, Characters and respec¬ 
tability of these men, <tod it lk to one of those 
officer that I would recommend young beginners 
to Apply ftw assistance and advice, on this impor¬ 
ts nt subject, 

A mootisliee should know wh n t course to adopt 
in die instruction nf bis pupil - what books he 
fthoul.d read rm a coin menceuiont, and how he 
should act as legitrds grammar.. Much fact ia, I 
think, requisite ;n these arrangements, I have Been 
young men plodding away at Shaktspeares Gram¬ 
mar, and Ilia ficicctions, sturting their bruins with 
all tin.' most intricate ft ml pulling grammatical 
technicalities and phrases, with which those two 
books abound; leaking trunslfttiona of fables and 
atorieS, with wrong meanings to the Originula, work¬ 
ing away at nouns, pronouns, varbfl and participles, 
and labouring at things which only to serve to cOH- 
foimri and disgust, mlhoi.lt instrutting. 

A proper moonsbee will know, that the adopting 
» course like the above is of no use whatever, and 
will set ]iis pupil On the right track of discovering 
that which ho $0 ardently desire*, vix. a proper 
idea of the idiom of the language, without ft know¬ 
ledge of which, all die fagging in die world will bo 
of no avail. No European can, in coy opinion. 
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teach an oriental language, whatever Itia own cftpfti- 
biliries may be. 

The utxi difficnlty to be overcome ia to know 
the way to which these sable-browed teachera are 
to he dealt with, when onee admitted into the aer- 
vice of a student There ia an old saying about 
too touch familiarity breeding contempt- In no¬ 
thing ts this saying more verified than in rise inter- 
course of Europeans with iiatEirCs generally, and in 
nothiog more ao than in the daily dealings of the 
pupil with his teacher. 

Three men are (he meat insinuating rftscnls under 
tiie Indian aunt HacirTBjy eddrysss givea rise to 
a degree of familiarity oa (he part of the student, 
who imperceptibly finds himself on terms of inti¬ 
macy with hie employer, who allows him to do 
just as he likes , ht comes to give lessons, or he 
dots not come at all; he talks and Laughs, instead 
of teaching, and wastes time which ought (o be 
spent in the occupation for width he ia paid; thfc 
Student, eatelcEa about progress, and too glad, pro¬ 
bably, |t> chat and umuae himself, instead of learn¬ 
ing, encourage a the teacher, and there the two sit 
for boors together in perfect idleness. 

The prog tea* which u man makes depend* greatly 
on himself) there is a regular rule laid down for 
gaining a knowledge of, Ond mastering the eastern 
languages. The alphabet being acquired, the put¬ 
ting together of letters, so as to form words of one, 
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or two, or three syllables, should then follow; after 
that, the finding out their meaning*, and thefl 
learning them by heart; again* those words should 
bo thrown into easy sentences* and rendered into 
English; the UUfi sentences should ]be com¬ 
mitted to memory, and ■ re-translated into Che ori* 
gmal. 

Again, the reading of easy senienCCfl, in the 
rough character, in order to acquire & knowledge 
and practice of the hand-w rating (which is of tha 
utmost importance), and the conversing Eel fitmilLar 
language with the tnoonshce, patting down all words- 
looked ant in the tl ietionary; all these preliminaries 
facilitate the labours of the beginner. After this, 
Clio g-raui i uar may he brought into action, so as to 
give the atudent a helping hand in his translations 
from tho English, and assist him materially in the 
idiom. lie may then commence the “-Stories of 
the Parrot'” after which, he must read (he Bagh- 
tcu-idArtr, or Chirr‘JDvr-wtsh (the Adventure* of 
die Tour Durwtth»)> and from that to the IAA tuay 
and then the Owl* i-tii kawUtkt, and 

{jr&niiifun. 

These books must be read over two or three 
times, so that the pupil may he able to translate 
any portion of one of them, without the aid of u 
dictionary. This 1 look upon os lhs cuflk'Jft part of 
tha whole hustnest*. The dEfElcuEt one is the ren¬ 
dering from English into RindUfitSuCe, the pupil 
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being careful t >0 keep strictly Ei> the meaning of die 
original, consistent with the idiom, and to hear in 
mind that, unless that is particularly attended to, 
Ilia translation is nothing, 

The nest items aye the tiling and hand-writing 3 
both which require the greatest care, and l think 
dm best way to become perfect hi them is by OFery 
day copying some correct manuscript book, which 
will be excellent, practice. Bnt it will be necessary 
to select proper English hooks to make translatlona 
from, turd I consider that the student should be 
well directed us to the substance of what ho will 
have to do. All works of military detail, dis¬ 
patches, official letters on various subjects con¬ 
nected with the army, reports of actions fought, 
of victories lost or won, of towns and vil Lagos 
sacked and burnt, of men killed Und wounded, of 
the nature of the country, [lie cep abilities OF sup¬ 
plies for troops, of defence, of being traversed ■ all 
such matters it will he neccssaiy to become se¬ 
quel nted with, for the technicalities and phrases arc 
innumerable, and the mare the student gets into the 
pith of the laoguaga, the more requisite will it be 
for him to devote his whole soul to-the pursuit. If 
he is able to translate well from our own language, 
he may safety be considered as proficient in die 
Hindustanee, for that is the mail difficult; as I said 
before, all others are df minor importance. 
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The next thing to he attended to is the translating 
viva rtKf from English ; this tests the pupil's com- 
UUkI of words and knowledge of idiom [ lis should 
pcUCtil* paragraphs of general or standing ordera, 
ejttffiCtti from proceedings of courts-martial, crimes, 
ffridmg and sentences, remarks by ibe confinfling 
officer, and such like. 

Then comes the bring ftble to read and translate 
off-hand Letters, or wraWf ^petitions), written by the 
natives themselves, soldiery, Of others connected 
With the service; beginning, in the first place, with 
thort neatly-writ ten easy notes, Mid from them going 
on to more and mOrC difficult productions, The 
greater Humber he reads of them, the better prac¬ 
tice, Some, indeed the generality OF these letters and 
tij-jfttr, are written by ignorant, ill-educated men ; 
they ate, consequently* replete with blunders, bad 
spelling, and omissions^ so that they are truly 
pusritug to the beginner; bat they become oora- 
paratively easy in the end, taid it is solely by 
frequently reading them* that anybody is able to 
decipher their contents* Or comprehend thrit mean¬ 
ing. 

Many of these productions are moat nimising, 
and sft-vc to give the young officer u good insight 
into the character of our native soldiery. Those 
addressed to officers are full of all kinds of com¬ 
pliments* ending by begging promotion, or leave* 
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or something of thill descri plion, for chemHefyes, or 
retntivea; while those written to each other gene- 
rally commence in a very ftilcCtiOunte style, and 
end either by asking for a IdtU of WOn&y, or for u 
supply of efothejr 

The cowrie which J buv* taken upon tayself to 
describe, is (he oiae generally adopted by those 
who qualify thtifteclifft for the intirpreterahip, and 
nothing but anj'uta-preter'E e*aiuinftlfon will dntitie 
a man to a stall' appointment- I think that by 
dint of steady hard work, taking fossona at set 
hours each day, uninterrupted by vtgitors, strolLLog 
about and chatting with idle folks,, a man may 
safe ly calculate upon being able to pass in about six 
months from the commencement j though prolm- 
bly tC'ir.e msy get over it in less time, while otheffy 
again, would require double. 

Every body pas&e* now-a-days, and* indeed t no 
man tan get OU in the S&rviee unless ho does so; at 
least, SO says the chairman of the: Court of Dureo- 
tors-j and the regulations of the Bemcc, The rules 
are strict, and none but those who arc proficient in 
one or more languages can possibly get on to tli* 
Htuhf of the army, Jfot ad the intercut in the. 
world (it PS 80 *ftid) can break through these; rules, 
though l cannot help remarking, with all due de¬ 
ference, tii at the greater number of the officers- 
at present on the hU-IT, and holding some of the 
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HWrf iiijivfjttifii, end Hitwi important nfhw- 
iie tsj alwnt erMy department, have nat ptmed 
any Mflatimatitra, find fcuw lath 4* notlttug of thf 
knqu/Lpfit; and yet we are totd 3 before wt cHi.Lt 
b&ntej that unless we da aludy amd master the lan¬ 
guages, we Cftnaat get a elaff BJtuMiqm, 
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CHAPTER IX, 

H*turn tg VglJct*—Tf«vflliH£ ty Dawk— Buli/r *f Stnuvr*— 
Beaaty of the Country Ml (III w*y K> Cuidalare—Ckonlirid 
—-Mitl t'orLj of Ginflte—■ Rabltri—Till. 1 #*—D**tnpjwi of 
OndJalcTE — 12mp]njrniMi! of Cepvktr— HoI)Hm1b—PV h- 
donefi' Liii-i* in the OIJ Tawn—Ci>iiJ-!ji:!t of L:i# 
Iki .siur t n- -Made of Fktiin^—SkietM—What Cudui'DTri 
otic# wn», and.iriint it ii now—Hi; in i a: FortSA P.wiJ-—JJew 
'I'owii—Sg^jjcii jniio nEji^rlC.if "J'joc'p Sis Ihzu, jbA Health 
$T TretrpS—Bofttliiu Wt lli4 ISaLt’WDLEi—Fialiidig' tiy tortb’ 
3t*bL 

I wo# glad to be on my re turn to regimental 
head-^oerters. I detested the Presidency, and bad 
Imped, when l last quitted it, never (6 go near the 
plate again ■ but it appeared that I vitlb doomed to 
do so, for no aoOcier w»a 1 from it Uuun I 

either found myttlf tfaerf, or on my way. 

The muUHT in which r travelled on the occasion 
of my goieijg bach to Yeltore was by posting, or 
“ running tliauh” as it is termed j which lUeaUH, 
travelling by relays of bearers, stOtioctctE at certain 
etageS, where they change, When any one whites 
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to travel in tiny way, an application is made to the 
Post-office authorities for the relays of benrera hei ng 
posted atong the route he intends going; but, before 
this arrange meet can bo made, the traveller is 
obliged to pay a deposit of a certain sum, accord¬ 
ing to tbo distance, and to state whether he is likely 
to bt detained on the rood. The deposit ia de¬ 
manded purposely to avoid there detentions, ttie 
amount being forfeited,in addition to the regulated 
hire, should any take place, 

The requisite sum being paid do™, » day la 
fi^d upon by the <r J ack-in-ofSca ” for the tra¬ 
veller" a starting, a certain lime being absolutely re¬ 
quired for the posting of the bearers, which done, 
the hearers for the first atage rue sent to hi$ re¬ 
sidence, and these men prepare the palankeen in 
their own manner, hy lashing and binding, and a 
variety of other preliminariES, too nnmerona for me 
to detail. 

A set of bearers consists of twelve men, includ¬ 
ing the ” p&/jkl£irh}tiice,'‘ f or head-boarCr; beside* 
these, there is a fellow for carrying the £r nwi sxunl,’ 1 or 
(OKh, m also another for the £f carary fatbits ,'' or 
a ptiipraAt,** which are a couple of baskets, or light 
tin boxes, generally painted green, Elullg On a 
bamboo, containing eating and drinking requisites 
for the journey. The whole set have u man of their 
own fo convey their food and. cooking utensils. 

Those poor fellows run for upwards of thirty 
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miles, with scarcely (my rest,, at tha rate of four 
mile* <m hour, (.iking little or no sustenance all (lie 
time 3 ^'lien arrived at the end of their stage, they 
put down their load, ftnd walk oil], (hough soma of 
them are apt to he troublesome, by begging a pre¬ 
sent, and i( is gentry CHStMMffy to give them a 
rupee or so. 

The new set am not SoBg is making thdr appear¬ 
ance. They lift up the paikee, and trudge off with- 
out saying a word to the traveler; hat lboy«n 
never make a start without a great Boise and 
wrangling among themselves, which it is almost 
useless to attempt to checkj aod in this manner 
they proceed, miming along till (hey cmne to the 
end of then stage,, quitting the palankeen like their 
predecessors. 

Whilst I wus at tl>e Presidency during the months 
of May, June, and July, a detachment of ruy 
regiment had been ordered off to Cuddalorcj. a sta¬ 
tion situated about one hundred and fifteen miles 
from Vellore; so that, when 1 ostomed, I found 
the number of our small cirele considerably di> 
mmishod, 1 say oonsidenihly d i mihisbed, because^, 
when (he officers arc sd few Hi they were in those 
days in U Regi ment of Satire Infantry, the absence 
even of on* or two was looked upon as a great pp 
in tlta sum total of t host we were in the habit of 
meeting daily at mesa. As for one of the bachelors 
marrying, such au event was invariably considered 
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as a calamity, under any circuifftf (ancea; and any- 
body going &wfry frOctl tlie corps was thought, by 
Lhasa remaining behind, a* leaving a blank Epacc, 
to he regarded with feeling* t»F regiv.t r until filled 
up by the return of the cdweiUce, or by the arrival 
of some new coiner. 

Amongst those who t found had accompanied 
tli* detachment, was my old cbuifl; the regret, 
therefore, on my part, was great. However* we 
wenc not long separated; for, from eoiue cause or 
Other, two of tbe subalterns of tbo detachment were 
ordered to return Co regimental head-quarters, and 
I WM directed to proceed, without delay, to join 
that out-post, instead. I therefore packed up my 
traps a^tdcij borrowed a palankeen, and started two 
days sifter receiving order* to march - 

Marching in Indict is at all lima attended with 
(Bucli expense, but coming so bqoti upon mi M ft 
did after my recent travellings, it told Upon my 
pockets; but a man who tallows the profession of 
a soldier, should he, ready to move at a moment':* 
warning j, and, when the order comes, regret*, ex¬ 
penses, nnd their consequences, are of no avail: go 
he must, and the sooner he starts, the bettor for 
him, and the Booncrwill he arrive at tbo end of Ids 
journey. 

Unless, by-tbe-byt, hi should buppen to be met 
On the road by that highwayman, “ Mr. Corporal 
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Forbes ”* who not only demands your “ moiuy or 
yuur life h J ’ but rifles your pockets of the One, end 
frequently takes possession of the other, March- 
► Cl £3 now-a-davs, is not considered one of the most 
plMUiint undertakings in this nether world. What 
a bt>Dn will flit mil way-travelling bo when it ja es¬ 
tablished in India; but I fear wt shall not enjoy tbe 
benefits of it while we are in the service. 

I travelled lbi& time by regular stages, and with 
only one set of bearers, baiting at every ten or 
fifteen miles, at convenient places, where I would 
stop for (be day, amusing myself sillier with shoot* 
ing, or taking sketches of various ruins, wi tb which 
tbe country abounded; tbe scenery, too, gave ample 
food for tbe pencil j 1 do not think f ever e^w auch 
picturesque views aa presented themselves in every 
direction, f had capital Sport, bagging partridge, 
liftro, snipe, and teal in abundance. What a 
blessing it ts that tlicre me no gome laws in India. I 
1 met with few bungalows on the road for the 
accommodation of travellers; 1 was obliged, there¬ 
fore, to put up in cbonJoies, or under topes of trees, 
erected or planted by wealthy natives for the ex¬ 
press purpose, for the use of their countrymen 
when travel ling; the former arc sometimes very 
comfortable places, witla a tank full of good water 
iu front of lliom, though it not unfrequentfy happens 
that the buildings are in so filthy a state that they 
* Alia* C&aiira AiorAu, 
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are not fit to be occupied, excepting they undergo 
u thorough cleansing and purification, which must 
be done by out'a own servants. 

Under these ni rwima fannn it is always better to 
pitch rente, M >t is dangerous to occupy such dirty 
places, for more reasons than one. As regards the 
(auks, they a jo o Iron found either amply, or the 
watc r ecl them ls bad ; but the topes of trees arc 
sometimes composed of mUngOCs, and so mo' linos of 
t&insjindg, qe, well us n vjiri-GLy of others, which 
throw forth their branches so tiucldy, that the shy 
above is barely vtaiblfc These afford excellent 
shelter fioin the heat of tit* tun, Mid many is (lie 
time that L have pitched my tent under the covering 
of some Imge whose wide Htreldiiiig 

branches have waved over me, fanning the ui r into 
delicious coolness, and lulling me to sleep by the 
gentle murmuring of its sighs among tlic leaves. 

Natives erect these choultries, dig tjne tanks, and 
plant this Uipi_-y F at great expense, from charitable 
and religious motives. Some of these buildings 
are very extensive and well constructed, while 
others are mean aud insignificant; hut the will tliat 
prompts them to make the outtay and to rube the 

structures, amply compensates for their meatmen, 
or want of accommodation; and when the benefit* 
derivable by travellers are taken into consideration, 
die reader will at once any that their existence ex¬ 
hibit* nn excellent trait in the native character, 
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and reflects great credit on their benevolent aud 
charitable dispositions. 

Building in India lh cheap, and it ii a |dty that 
Uaene arc nut bungalow* for the use of travellers at 
the different stages along the roads through which 
they have te pass in going £V&na one station to 
another. The convenience would be great, and 
more titan compensate foe tJie espenae incurred in 
erection - and no conception coa b* formed of the 
discomforts to which people are put, when, on arriv¬ 
ing at a stage with their (amilies, limy And them is 
no accommodation for (hear; and it is not always 
that families do travel with establishments of c*mp- 
■cquipage in their trains. But this inconvenience 
is not felt generally, for butigalowfl are touch more 
frequent along a route, mjir-ft-d&ySj to what they 
were tfla or twelve years ago, wlten the meeting 
with one was looked upon as a fortunate CtKe in¬ 
stance. 

On my road, I passed by the famous Hill Forts 
of Gingee, well known, in former yeans, ns having 
been held by the French on several occasions, 
when they improved and added to the for-Lift cations, 
which to this day show evidence of durability and 
ttreiagthi I will not trouble the reader with a de¬ 
scription of this piece, though there arc many 
anecdotes and cireu instances of interest connected 
with it. Tito woods and jungles abound with gome 
of all sorts, and I dure say there Ore tnSny of my 
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friends who have vd&ited the rugged b ft t thymoiS 13, 
or clambered the dangerous rocks, in truest of the 
antelope, or the j unglc-goat. Some parts of the bill? 
are realty difficult of access;-, ftnd it requites practice, 
as well as care, Co venture up. Doing so without 
experienced guides would be foolish., for people uavo 
been known to lose their lives by von In ring alotHt, 

These forts were for ft long time the retreats of 
" dacoi(cs, T> or gang* of rob be?*, wlrO used to ffifeit 
the wads and woods in that neighhourhood; and 
there. U many a story told of their doings upon the 
passengers who travelled that way. They ware a 
regulai 1 set of Robin Hood and Iris bold yeomen $ 
armed with bows and arrows, matchlocks and 
pistols, swords and daggers, they Were the terror 
of (Ire whole country - and many a dread fnl murder 
and oilier acts of cruelty have they been known to 
perpetrate on helpless travellers. 

Numberless complaints- were made against thorn 
through the civil authorities of their daring deeds; 
of houses sacked and burned, of money stolen, 
of women carried ft way, without being fiver seen 
Clguirt, Ond SO forihn At last, armed parties of the 
military were sent against the villains, and many 
caught in their OWO fastnesses; several were hanged* 
arid their bodies suspended in chums on gibbets, on 
the road-side, as a wflnring to their fellows; while 
others were transported ibr bRc, until the whole 
gaug of them wet* completely destroyed, and many 
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Very important &ets Wlgjrt to light ra the course 
of the examination of the culprits. 

To thin day, however, I believe that tlm HfL| £ of 
Gitigoa afford shelter to the thief, the murderer, and 
the highwayman; for 1 was told by a native of that 
part of the country that there were Taritmg atib- 
termneitn pitEsngca and cavcma unknown flWV e Jo 
those who frequented them, and that lie had heard 
U from iho good authority of a man who had once 
Wn taken into one of them by a gang of robbers, 
from whom he had contrived to make hia etcapo' 
but bo this as it may, l should conceive Hint such 
should he examined and destroyed, if they do crigt 
Nnmhcre of the thieve* fa that part of the eoun- 
try are " thugs,'* and I should not be at all sur- 
prised if the many dreadful murdera which they 
[inve bean kuown to commit in accordance with 
their creed, have taken plaee in the dark and 
dreary WWU of the fort, and that if amrcli were 
made many a hidden secret would he rcvejtud, and 
whitened skeletons ofhnpEess victims diaenverod. 

I reached Cuddaloro after a very ptcaaont though 
Ione!y jooruey of ten days, and took up my quar¬ 
ters with my old churn, who waa glad Again to 
have me with him, a* he said on my arrival, 

I think Cud da lore a very pleasant atadon. It is 
situated close to the sea, with a back-water or river 
betwcoti it and the town, which is divided into two 
VO Li II. r 
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compartments, tha old and tha tuiw town, The 
former in composed Q f closely-built bouses laid out 
in lanes and streets. Tltft bouses arc in die old 
■ItySe* reminding mo of those at Cochin ; some of 
tla&m are largo and commodious, ftnd built of sub¬ 
stantial mete rials. TliCAC latter are generally facing 
the 8Ca 0« the edge of the hack-water, white the 
smaller and meaner buildings Eire more in the in¬ 
terior of Hi* town. 

And here most have resided in bygono years 
many of those individuals-whose names wc reud of 
in (he early history of our Indian empire* many of 
them rendered illustrious for their deeds, and for 
the service tli*y rendered their country in aiding 
lier to hold fust the rich priiC which gbe load gained, 
and which she- oOuld l!Ot have done hut for their 
fidelity, their wisdom, and their valour, • 

The Largest building in Old Town is the jail, 
It is very extensivd, and holds a great number of 
conriebi, who are employed under the civil autho¬ 
rities on the reads or in the manufacture of a 
variety of articles, superintended by Europeans. 
Table-cloth a* fowtls,'aml napkins, and also cloths 
Of different textures are made here, and considered 
excellent materials, very dumhfo and exceedingly 
cheap, I think these &ro ttm best of the kind I 
have seen in this part of India. The furniture* 
however, is inferior; it might ha bettor. Natives 
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of India arc not good carpenters, at leaf 11 do not 
consider them so: they have not the neatness and 
tuBlC of John ChinaoinOr 

The hogpitnl ([ mean Ulo general one) is also 
situated in tht 01(1 Town, Ttua is tt very bad 
arrangement; for being- aurround&d by houses 
closely built, and with one whole face of it on Ilia 
river, I cannot think it healthy, nor the air about it 
ao pure as it ought to be. It appears to mo & 
strange thing, thatj at whatsoever station I have 
been, the public hospital^ I have remarked, arc in¬ 
variably located In soma objectionable BiUintiOn. 
Let us cull to mind now the different garrisons and 
cantonments we bnva been i n r and we shall find 
that nine out of ten are either Inside uu old fort, or 
on the margin of some dirty piece of water, or at 
&IE events, any where but where they should be. 

Let me enumerate the hospitals that E have seen. 
Behold the Grand General Hospital at Madras. It 
is in the Black Town, the moat fdtW, unwholesome, 
unhealthy plate in the whole world l may *ay, 
One flank of the entire buildlags is skirled by a 
stagnant canal or ditch, full of black, muddy, 
filthy, water, from whence nnsc effluvia BjEljoteul 
to poison lire air, which must penetrate into the 
wards where the patients arc berthed j this surely 
cannot ho healthy. The remaining portion 4 nar- 
rounded hy native huB which Spctlt loudly for 
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themselves t can (his be consid sied a proper loca¬ 
lity, particularly for European soldiery, when sick ? 

The Hospital for the Native Regiment At Ycpcry 
is- situated in the middle of fhc men's lines, with a 
dirty puddle of water close to it, into which is ' 
thrown ail the rubbish, and the passer by fftity 
often ecc dead dogs, &c. &c. either floating: on the 
snrfacc, or tying On (be edge. The General Hos¬ 
pital at Vdlore ^ fosdc that hot oven of a fort, 
close under tile ramparts, and Surrounded: by a 
ditch full of green water swurmiog with alligators, 
and throwing out a stench as if it were tilled with 
dead bodies in a Elute of putrefficltOrn This recep¬ 
tacle for the sieV admits not only (mi-patients and 
those connected with the different departments of 
Hie garrison, but also these who may be taken ill 
in the corps composing (be force withilUr Tire re¬ 
gimental lines are some two miles from the fort, so 
that any poor fellow taken suddenly ill, with eholtm 
for kutuco, hae to be earned all that distance, and 
if in the night has to wait uatii the gates UrC opened, 
ere bis case can be taken in band: this is a bad ftr- 
ranpeiociit, truly,. 

The hospital at Poonamullee is also inside the 
fort, tbe same al Amec, and if 1 am not mistaken the 
one at Bangalore is likewise so situated; in fact, 

I think I am net far wrong, whan I say dial the 
greater number of these buildings, instead (if being 
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on high salubrious ground, free from anything 
CllCallied to prevent a pure d reulation (>£ air, un- 
tai tiled by miasma or any Other objectionshlctj arc 
in the WOTHt ]JusSib[c positions. How very odd, 
that our clever doctors, Cur wise-headed medical 
boards, should not itave such things reformed ! 

Hut to proceed, TJlc church (apparently cti old 
one) is ulso in the Old Town,* In thl* place of 
worship, scjrrtcs. is performed twice a day every 
&undny, by ft clergyman belonging to tliC station, 
olid to whicli (lie Europe (to petisionc-ra ftrC regularly - 
marched. The native part of the town ia a little 
further to (he southward, mi the outskirts and 
along the inner bank, of the river; the hula are 
closely built, and the population considerable. 

There being no regular place nlottcd for the 
hutting of our men, they were obliged to locate 
tbemsdKfl wherever tlwy could find lodgings, 
for (lie which, by die v*y, they hud to pay very 
high rent; und this was hard upon the pool fd- 
iowfl, considering tliey receive n& allowance to 
make up for Hueh contingencies, tier own houses 
at regimental head-quaricre ffttJhpg to ruins in the 
meanti ms. 

The pCnsionCre’ Unn io the Old Town are exten¬ 
sive, arid preraflt ft strange medley of neatness And 
cle&nlineiJ, together with tilth and dirt Commingled, 
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the former showing the habitation of the well-con¬ 
ducted, sober and industrious; while the latter that 
of the drunkard and the idler, who spent his all in 
spirits, without the wherewithal to render himself 
and his family in any way comfortable, or happy. 
The lines are laid out in streets; the houses or cot¬ 
tages are however irregular, some of them are large 
compered to others, which have more the appear¬ 
ance of pigsties than fit places for tire veteran 
British soldier. 

These poor old fellows, of whom there are many, 
live in the most abject, squalid state. They and 
their numerous families eke out a miserable exist¬ 
ence with no employment to serve as pastime, no 
thoughts save those of the arrack-bottle, the con¬ 
tents of which they are constantly imbibing. There 
are, as may lie supposed, many exceptions to these 
remarks; but taking this depot as a whole, we can¬ 
not but see in it just cause for animadversion, and 
consequently much room for improvement 

A great deal might, I think, be done to better 
the condition of these self-exiled men and their 
numerous families. The charitable exertions of the 
European portion of the society at Cuddalore might 
tend much towards doing something to make them 
live more like our own countrymen and Christians 
than they now do; but alas! no such improve¬ 
ments are mndc, no such efforts even thought of 1 

There is a veteran officer in charge of these 
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pensioners, a very worthy man, and for whom I 
have the greatest regard and respect; but it is not 
in his power to do what ought to be done; his 
means are small and his hands tied; but surely the 
many officers and civilians who reside at and fre¬ 
quent the place from time to time, they might cast 
bn eye of pity and commiseration upon these worn- 
out veterans, and contribute in some measure, if 
not with their pur9e, at all events with their advice^ 
towards ameliorating their sufferings and adding to 
their respectability. 

The pensioners consist of men of her Majesty’s 
as well as of the Company's troops, who have at¬ 
tached themselves by marriage or otherwise to 
Eurasians and native women; few if any with 
European wives remain m the country longer than 
they are obliged, preferring rather to return borne 
than live in the truly miserable manner which manj 
of their countrymen with dork yoke-fellows are ne¬ 
cessitated to do. 

The British soldier, with his black or tawrny wife, 
I can only compare to two things of a totally dif¬ 
ferent nature, which never can agree. The man 
with die feelings and habits of his native home, and 
the female with those of her own country. He 
with one mode of thinking, she with another. He 
has nothing whatever to do; she has everything; 
he gets his pay and spends the greater portion of 
it in drink, reserving little for domestic purposes; 
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while she has to supply the eatables without the 
wherewithal to pay for it, and yet he must support 
his dependants: where then are his means ? How 
can he get on? He lives upon drink, and his 
family starve 1 

I have myself w itnessed many distressing scenes 
among the poor pensioners which I would not have 
believed on other testimony than that of my own 
eyes. Men and women lying drunk in the same 
bouse; children rolling about in filth and dirt cry¬ 
ing with hunger; husband and wife fighting with 
each other under the influence of liquor; men lying 
in the ditches or on the roadside, or reeling home 
in a disgraceful state of intoxication ! Many is the 
poor fellow or wretched woman I have been obliged 
to see locked up in the cells, raving from the effects 
of drink, knocking themselves against the walls and 
doors in frantic efforts to get out. Poor wretches, 
and nothing is apparently done to check Buch a 
mode of life, such disgraceful proceedings ! 

Many of them, for want of something better to 
do, (or I should rather say for want of something 
to cat,) go down to the water-side, and stand up to 
their middles for hours and hours together with 
hook, line, and rod fishing. At times, they aro 
successful, and many is the basketful! of beautiful 
fish I have bought from them fresh from the water, 
for the mere sum of one rupee, or even less. It is 
a curious sight to watch them flahing in the way I 





hare mentioned. I hare often offered the old fel¬ 
lows the use of a boat which we kept, but they hare 
always preferred standing m the water. 

The effects of such amusement or employment, 1 
cannot exactly tell, but I should say decidedly that 
that they must be injurious in tho extreme. The 
hot burning sun over head; the cold salt water up 
to their waists; the body in a state of inactivity, 
and the constitution impaired by a lengthened re¬ 
sidence in India, rendered worse by the effects of 
intemperance and irregular living. It is not pos¬ 
sible that the poor men can last long: a good thing 
for Government I suppose, because the faster they 
die the less they have to pay them. 

The pensioners not being held in any restraint, 
and not having any duty whatever to do, are, as 
may be expected, exposed to many opportunities 
of committing irregularities, of which little or no 
notice is taken, provided they are not riotous in the 
lines. They can go wherever they please and amuse 
themselves in any way they think proper. I have 
seen them many miles away from their homes 
wandering about in the most miserable manner 
possible. No wonder, then, that they lead the life 
they do! 

. I believe there is a circulating library for the 
soldiers, but few of them ever make use of it; the 
skittle-ground and arrack-shop are the places of 
general resort, and there they gamble, squabble 
l 6 
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and fight, smoke and drink all day long, and 
either come or are carried home in a state of bratal 
drunkenness. There is also a crickei-ciuh at which 
they play once or twice a-week, but as the ground 
is situated at a distance very few of them take the 
trouble to attend. 

But while we were at Cuddalore our men created 
a degree of jealousy on the part of the pensioners, 
for wc challenged them to play and had regular 
matches with them, and this set them to work with 
spirit and several very capital players turned out 
among them, who would otherwise never have 
thought of taking a bat in their hands. On these 
occasions, we would give the old fellows a regular 
dinner, and as a good feed was a treat of rare oc¬ 
currence, many of them were induced to join the 
game more for the sake of the eating and drinking 
part of the business, than for any pleasure or in¬ 
terest in playing. 

There are exceptions, however. 'Some of the 
pensioners are men of respectability, steady in their 
characters, well behaved and sober Christians; they 
bring up their families in a correct manner, educate 
their own children, and teach those of others also. 
They keep their cottages dean and tidy, neatly fur¬ 
nished with every comfort they can require. It 
used to be a pleasure to me to visit these men; and 
many has been the agreeable chat that I have had 
with some of them in their snug little rooms, (rc- 
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minding one more of the interior of a countryman’* 
cottage at home,) the good woman of the house, 
black or tawny, working at her needle; the chil¬ 
dren (cleanly clothed) sitting on stools or playing 
on a mat on the floor; the family cat purring on a 
chair, and the faithful dog sleeping at the door¬ 
way. The crockery neatly ranged on shelves, the 
table well scrubbed, and the floor sprinkled with 
sand, all betokening comfort and contentment, and 
showing to the visitor that, even whore intemperance 
and vice hold Bway, exceptions of sobriety und 
honest worth may still be found. 

Many is the anecdote of adventures by flood and 
field that I have heard, of bloody battles, of the 
perilous escalade, the deadly breach, and hand to 
hand conflict, which have made my blood thrill 
within roe as I sate listening to the gallant fellows 
as they related them. These men, these well-tried 
soldiers, are worth knowing, for they arc better cal¬ 
culated to give any young inexperienced officer an 
insight into the roughs of a military life, than he can 
possibly glean from the society of his own imme¬ 
diate comrades and associate*. It is the poor man 
in the ranks who has experienced the real hardship# 
and vicissitudes of a soldier's career. He it is who 
knows and has known how to bear the privation* 
of the campaign, the toil* of the march, the ex¬ 
posures of midnight bivouac. And he is the man 
that can tell the beardless boy what the realities of 
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a soldier's profession are, and how he can best go 
through all that his duty calls upon him to perform. 

It iB my firm opinion, that the soldier who has 
risen from the ranks is the person best able to in¬ 
form the mind of the youthful aspirant to the laurels 
of the profession, and I do not consider it in the 
least degree derogatory to any officer to hold con- 
rcrec with those hardy veterans who have fought 
and bled for our own dear country, and to whom 
every true Briton should be proud to speak or take 
by the hand and support in the tottering days of 
his old age. . 

Every one knows that Cnddalore was in days of 
yore the seat of the Madras government, or rather 
the seat of the government of that part of India. 
Fort St David is as famous in eastern history of 
former years as Fort St. George; in fact much 
more so. Here it was that the immortal Clive 
first commenced his glorious career, and laid the 
foundation of the military character of our noble 
coast army. Here it was that our handful of Eng¬ 
lish adventurers first held out in maintaining their 
footing in the East; where our gallant countrymen 
bravely contended against their European as well 
as their Eastern enemies. It was in this neigh¬ 
bourhood that our native sepoys distinguished 
themselves in their couflicts with the tried soldiers 
of France, when two battalions of the former fought 
the latter with the bayonet and put them into con¬ 
fusion. 
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But Fort St. David is now no more; all that is 
to be seen of it are desolate ruins, dismantled walls, 
and dilapidated battlements. The masonry of the 
works was blown up by gunpowder, and the rub¬ 
bish carried away in carts for the construction of 
roads in the new town, and elsewhere. The brick¬ 
work must have been very strong, for the cement 
holds together with such Arm ness that the shock 
of the powder does not separate the bricks. 

Many a time and oft did I wander over those 
lonely ruins, a locality which was formerly the scene 
of military excitement, and the stage of glorious 
warfare, but now containing nothing but moss- 
grown ramparts, crumbled and crumbling to the 
ground. No gallant sentinel, with his trusty fire¬ 
lock and glittering bayonet, treads the pavement 
of the once bustling gateway;—no watchman now, 
save the solitary screech-owl, seated on some dis¬ 
mantled bastion! No dashiog officers, in the gay 
uniform of their noble profession, moving about in 
their various employments; not a soul, excepting, 
perhaps, the native shepherd-boy, as he basks in 
the glare, tending a few sheep or goats, which are 
nibbling the scanty herbage from among the scat¬ 
tered ruins ! 

The civilians stationed at Cuddalore all reside in 
New-Town (or os the natives call it, “ Mungce- 
coopum”). The whole of this cantonment is nicely 
laid out. The houses are large and commodious, 
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with neat gardens and compounds attached to 
them; the roads and drives are good (thanks to tho 
ruins of the old fort), and the whole is a very agree¬ 
able locality for invalids. The houses are scat¬ 
tered and separated from each other, which renders 
it healthy; and, as the civilians hare many servants, 
both public and private, attached to their establish¬ 
ments, they arc enabled to keep their residences 
in good order, with the hedges well trimmed, trees 
properly cut, and the grass close, by the grazing of 
cattle or the scythe. 

Cuddalore is, indeed, I think, a delightful spot to 
live in; and, if my very humble opinion is worth 
anything, I may as well add, that, were it selected 
as one of our infantry stations, instead of some of 
those inland, the government would do a very wise 
thing, and confer a boon which would be vastly 
beneficial to the army. There is nothing like the 
sea-coast for the stationing of troops. 

Let the interior of the country be looked after 
by irregulars and an efficient police, and let the 
army be placed by the water-aide, where they can 
have plenty of fresh air and sea-bathing, with cheap 
and wholesome living; the consequences will be, 
that our soldiery, both European and native, will 
become twice as healthy, twice as strong, and the 
better able to do their duty when called upon; they 
cannot be generally considered so now. 

My ideas regarding health and efficiency may 
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be erroneous; but when people take into conside¬ 
ration how much our troops suffer from sickness, 
be it on a common line of march, or in the field, or 
against the enemy, or in most of our garrisons and 
cantonments, they may probably be of the same 
opinion. If more attention were paid to the proper 
locating of our men; if better and more healthy 
stations were selected than those now held, and 
which are looked upon by them as so many yawn¬ 
ing graves; if more consideration were paid to 
their personal comforts, and enjoyments of whole¬ 
some air and exercise were afforded, if they had 
better feeding and were lesa worked; if the "exi¬ 
gencies of the service,” as this marching and coun¬ 
ter-marching, these escort duties, these harassing 
guards, these unceasing drills, and these back¬ 
breaking inspection parades; if all these irksome, 
tedious duties were, in some measure, diminished, 
the service would be greatly benefited. 

If improvements of this nature were effected, I 
vouch for it, that the army, from right to left, and 
from flanks to centre, would be much more an 
army, in point of aptitude, for tho work for which 
it is intended, than it now is. 

At present, the men are worn out and dispirited 
by constant fretting and annoying, by paltry, non¬ 
sensical parades and drill, which do more harm 
than good, (for I say, that it is not the frequency 
of drilling that tends -to make a corps perfect, but 
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the way in which they are taught); nothing but 
altering and changing of accoutrements and ap¬ 
pointments ; nothing but going on guard orer 
places which require no guarding; nothing but fre¬ 
quent stoppages for this, that, and everything else; 
nothing but moving from one station to another; 
nothing but poverty and starvation in consequence; 
nothing but sickness and disease of all sorts, and 
in all shapes; and nothing but dying by tens and 
twenties a-day directly the least epidemic comes 
among them or in their neighbourhood. 

How can it be otherwise? Place our regiments 
in healthy stations, and they will get on well 
enough, and be better soldiers in the end: keep 
them where they are, and they cannot help being 
inefficient. 

In the New-Town are still to be seen what for¬ 
merly were the quarters and barracks of the cadet 
company, which many of my older military friends 
may have every reason to remember. The build¬ 
ings are now used as public offices for the civil 
department; and the rooms which once accommo¬ 
dated many a gallant, dashing young fellow, since 
dead and gone, are now occupied by sable-browed 
scribes, turbaned peons, and dusty records. One 
part of tire buildings had been converted into the 
public post-office, while another contained the civil 
treasury. 

The quondam residence of the Governors of 
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Fort St. David, still standing, is the handsomest 
edifice in the whole place. It is kept in excellent 
repair, with beautiful gardens and grounds, and is 
now tenanted by the principal collector. The other 
quarters are occupied by the junior civilians. This 
place must have been something worth looking at 
in former days, if we may judge from the adjoin¬ 
ing grounds, which appear to hare been well laid 
out, exhibiting extensive avenues of fine tall ma¬ 
jestic trees, in several directions, pleasant walks, 
and shady groves, reminding one forcibly of some 
beautiful park at home. 

The “ maidan” or open plain in front, is a splen¬ 
did piece of ground, on which, it is to be presumed, 
the young soldiers tised to bo drilled; it is exten¬ 
sive enough for a brigade of three regiments to 
move upon with ease. What a thousand pities that 
troops of the line are not stationed here ? What 
beautiful barracks, what a capital site for the men’s 
huts, and what a lovely drill-ground ! I hope the 
day may come when Cuddalore may yet bo re¬ 
jected as a station for one or two regiments; it is 
admirably calculated for it; the articles of food are 
cheap, and the country is healthy. Troops were sta¬ 
tioned here before, and I cannot imagine why they 
are not so now. 

My chum and I were extravagant enough to 
purchase a tolerably good boat, a nondescript 
kind of a thing, however, between a canoe and a 
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cutter, made for rowing and sailing. In this boat, 
which was always kept moored close to our house, 
we had much enjoyment together, sailing or rowing 
one way or the other, as the wind and tide allowed 
be. Many a happy time I have spent in this self¬ 
same boat of ours; and many the happy day I have 
passed with my worthy friend, as we glided along 
the smooth waters of this delightful little riven we 
two lying in the stern sheets, under a nice awning, 
either reading a book or chatting, while our boys, 
whom we instructed in the mysteries of boat-craft, 
would row, or steer, and tend the sails. 

But we used not only to sail and row during 
the day; we often times went on the water of an 
evening, when the night was line, and the moon 
shining brightly. How beautiful is the silvery 
moon in India! So calm, so serene, as she sheds 
her mild beams upon us, looking down on the 
earth, as it were, with a smile, and bidding us taste 
of the pleasures of her society ere she becomes ob¬ 
scured from our view by some dark murky cloud, 
which might be driven across her by the fickle 
changes of the evening breeze. 

We would, on our excursions, row about for 
some time, and then rest on our oars, singing, 
talking, and laughing right merrily. Who says 
that there ure not pleasures in the East? There 
are as many true and social enjoyments to be found 
in India, and which can bo partaken of (in modern- 
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lion) Twilliout my danger, &a there are in eld ling- 
Jarid; and ] maintain, that if our countrymen were 
to be a little more careful in their mode of Jiving, 
they would be able Eo enjoy tb cm Sc Lyes as much da 
if in the best climate in ibe world. 

Who is attacked with the liver complaint bat Ilia 
wine-bibber and drunkurd f Who is attached with 
fever bat the roan expoHing himself to the burning 
heat of an Indian sen, W the noxious exhalations 
of a damp country, or the poisonous atmosphere of 
the deadly jungle t. Who aatfem from the tomients of 
rheumatism but the man who puddles about up ty 
his Icuouh in wet and mud, with a hot, scorching sun. 
above bond, arid becoming thus wet, tabes no pre¬ 
cautionary measures to prevent the ill effects? W ho 
suiters from dysentery, but from sating and drink’, 
big vile Crash enough to poison bim ? Who is 
carried oil' by cholera, but the man who Las a pre¬ 
disposition to it from irregular living and bad habits 
Of body1 

1 mam tain, that wa Can really And truly enjoy 
Cmrfelves in India without any harm fco.oureaL™; 
tbo difficulty is in drawing a line, beyond the 
hounds of which discretion bids ns not to stftp^ but 
over which thoughtlessness and folly invariably 
contrive, despite our beat resolutions,, to push us; 
and so it is. Our friends in BngjUfld hear of lather, 
mother, uncle, brother, Or aon, or daughter, or 
tome relative, curried off by one. complaint or buo- 
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ther, and always attribute the calamity to the bane¬ 
ful effects of the climate; whereas, if the truth were 
known, the unfortunate sufferer has brought it on 
himself by his own carelessness and indiscretion. 

If the good folks in India were to lead a more 
steady, sober life, with proper attention to diet, 
regimen and plenty of healthy exercise, our friends 
and relations at home would be able to congratulate 
themselves that those they love so dearly in the 
land of the far, far East, are well and hearty, instead 
of having to mourn, as many have, at the arrival 
of almost every mail, for the loss of some relation, 
or friend. 

The deaths that do occur in India are, in nine 
cases out of ten, to be traced, if not immediately 
yet with certainty, to some former act of impru¬ 
dence, cither in the enjoyments of the table or 
of the bottle, or of other irregularities, or of the 
pleasures of the held in quest of game, which the 
idly disposed indulge in to a gTeat extent; so that 
the climate, I think, has very little to do with it, 
and I look upon that, with few exceptions, as 
good as any other portion of the globe; but let us 
proceed. 

We used to have much fun in our evening ex¬ 
cursions on the water, particularly if the night was 
dark. A candle placed in a lantern, or a torch 
held up wliile we sate quietly in our boat, would 
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attract the fish in shoals around ms, leaping and 
sploshing about the water most hr-nuli Fully, Many 
ft splendid “mullet*- 1 or "pamfrtf* (both exquisite 
fteh, as many of my readers may well know,) have 
wo caught by their jumping into our boat, 

I remember oa one occasion m partieulsj', when 
a large " nuillct 1 ’ (which I think is something re¬ 
sembling a ly-ttfirr^i both in appearance and in 
gating, though perhaps the " mullet" may ba some¬ 
what larger,) suddenly leaped on t of the water and 
gara me aueh a astute across the month and niwe 
with Ins tail, that lit* blow made me see mote stars 
than if I were looking up to the skies. The force 
with which he came, nearly knocked me over tine 
thwart, on which I happened to bo sitting. Fresh 
from the water, he made a capital dish boiled at 
our dinner-table that evening. But we used to 
have visitors of all Forte and sizes in our boat, aO 
much so, that at times we did not know how to dis¬ 
pose of them. 

Wc found this a much more, comfortable way of 
catching fish, (the dash 1 received on my mouth 
excepted,) than that adopted by the pensioners* to 
several of whom I recommended the experiment ■ 
but the old fellows preferred standiiag in the water 
to the accommodation ofu boat; injjrulh, they were 
afraid to venture out of their depth, far many of 
them were generally half eeas over, and Uiey had 
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sense enough to know, that if they should happen 
to topple into the water they would most probably 
be drowned: the reader will allow that such a cir¬ 
cumstance would be rather an unpleasaut termina¬ 
tion to their sport, and a very damp way of going 
out of the world. 





TEH VEAl» IK lKtIA. 


2S@ 


CHAPTER X t 

Sl:«!*njr EtmcBtni— Sfctotfh j Ah dmdop* at fed giCef — 
iWauiiniuT^ \V*mipp Is die Spoitwiim—Snipp-Shwidn^ 
Costume—Diet rn Slica'iniy. [lay-*—Dui^r-r of Bx(+h™— 
Kite* riiil ffewh■-Sinking in a I tog-—Mi»:lv«i!liiK Ly 
W*|*t—The WttM'ai] BimJI ■—Unfit jm in! UanuquKiGH— 
0 |i[KH!Wi|fl R*-LA far With: in — Yullhg Ollfir^T itLctkail 117 
h'lfjve Fji]|«o|M—Sife Hulun* ef l-in fijMMildMl U> Bud 
Quurign. 


My chum end I,, with a party of our frienda, 
had made arrangements for a day's shooting} so 
after enjoying a good dinner and good company to 
our hearth content, wo broke up in tile evening 
betake ourselves lo out boats and mii down [he 
river to the piece Of rendezvous, where wa arrived 
Into at night, after various and amueiag advcatuies, 
such as sticking in the mud, very tieariy mtfettujgj 
getting wet, &c* 

Ry the time we came to (he Cad of our jparnoy, 
wo were -completely worn oaf* arid delighted to 
reach our tent^ which in the darkness nf (he night 
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wc were two goods hours in finding, having one 
and all overshot the mark, and been obliged in con¬ 
sequence to pull back against wind and tide for a 
couple of miles. 

We found our tents pitched and everything pre¬ 
pared for our reception, and after making our ar¬ 
rangements, we retired to our cots, determined to 
be up in the morning early, so us to breakfast and 
set off in sufficient time to hare the whole day 
before us for the purposes of a good sport and 
plenty of game. 

Our skikarrecs (huntsmen) told us of quantities 
about six miles distant from our encampment, so 
that we were obliged to start for the ground on 
our horses, which had been sent from Cuddnlore 
by land. It was fortunate we had them with us, 
because the distance was much greater titan we had 
been informed, or anticipated. Always ride to your 
shooting-ground, if possible. Walking will pro¬ 
bably knock you up before you begin your day's 
work, and what a great nuisance it is being fagged 
when you come among the game ? 

We enjoyed our trip exceedingly, with good 
sport and plenty of incident for fun and merriment 

The country we went over was well adapted for 
small game; and we had some smart runs after 
antelope os well as foxes and jackalls. One slight 
circumstance I must here mention, as having caused 
us much laughter at the expense of my poor chum, 
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who was certainly most unfortunate in mil. his un- 
dcrtakinga, 1 remember he used to talk much 
about bi* riding was decidedly a very good 
iiOraemon) and shooting off hi& Florae’s back, a 
thing u-t all times difficult of accomplishment, eren 
OH a poo f regularly brad up to it, hut more £0 on 
a fiery Arab Lorcfi and the rider particisLucy shorr- 
Higbtcd, 

We attempted to reason him out of the fall y of 
the undertaking, but be canA not for all wc said, 
and invariably declared that he would ojjc day 
have an opportunity of showing lis a practical 
illustration of ita feasibility, which would, he hoped, 
satisfy ua that it w&s not e-udh a difficult matter aa 
we all appeared to imagine. On the occasion I 
am now alluding to. bo determined to put his in¬ 
tentions to the proof, and when souie antelope were 
viewed on a rising ground at some distance off, he 
started in pursuit, hiking a considerable detour to 
be able to come op with them without aenring them 
away. 

Accordingly, he sallied forth armed with a small 
double-barrelled gun, which he had loaded with 
shot, not boll. On cOnting upon the antelope, bn 
singled. t>ut A doe aud her fawn, and charged after 
them at Speed, keeping his horse to his mottle in 
beautiful atyle. On they went, helter-skelter, at a 
most bruak-nfcCk pace; the sportsman wills his gun 
ready cocked, on the look-out to have u good op- 

Tot, ir, M 
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portunity for a shot, and the antelope and her 
young one bounding away over the country with 
astonishing velocity. 

At laat in the course of the chase, the mother 
and its young one became separated, and the rider 
was on the point of levelling bis gun at the former, 
when the fawn dashed across close under the very 
nose of the horse, who, seeing something crossing 
his path, shied and swerved to one side, while his 
master flew off on the other, falling to the ground 
with a heavy shock, and breaking hiirgun in pieces. 
The two fugitive antelopes wagged their tails and 
decamped, followed for a considerable distance by 
tltc gallant steed, who seemed, now that his master 
was " floored," to take up and enter into the spirit 
of the chase with as much zest as if his fallen lord 
were still on his back urging him onward. 

It was not without gTeat difficulty that the Arab 
was captured, though his master’s voice, which he 
well knew, was put to its full force to bring the 
truant run-away to a stand-still; and it was an 
amusing sight to watch the two, the one running 
after the other with the debris of his fowling-piece 
in his bands, while the horse himself trotted away 
every time he got near him. 

C-B-was well laughed at for this ad¬ 

venture, and I do not think he ever again made an¬ 
other attempt of the kind. It may be easy enough to 
fire with a pistol or carbine, or even a fowling-piece, 
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off a hors* h * bflfih, at fait |£fll]op, at any large ob¬ 
ject, such as a man or a tiger, or a biswn; bat [ 
should imagine that it must be a ma'-to-i 1 of difficulty 
to bit smaller objects, particularly antelopes, which 
rtin and bound, and leap in a moat wonderful 
no armor. 

I never, in ail my life, saw enipe in such abundance 
as 1 did On the occasion I am notv referring to; 
they lay thick in evory d i reel ion, and the d iili cuJty 
wo bad to contend with was, wtmt to do with alt we 
allot. There arc several low marshy islands in the 
river, covered, in places, with bushes and jungle; 
among these the BOLpea wens found in thousands, and 
they WO old get up in such numbers, that wo could 
not really fire at them with any degree of steadiness, 
for we knew not which (A take first On one spot 
particularly, i rcmtmbftr finding BOmc millions of 
them. 

By Itooping down, and looking aloiLjr U, c ground 
among the small trees, we eonld SCO them running 
about, and dodging in and out, in vast numbers]: 
they were veTy tempting indeed, but to take pot 
shots at them was unfair, as well as unsportsiuart' 
like, so we used to send in our boys and drive them 
out, while we stood in convenient apots and had 
good shots at them as they dew past us. Qne of 
our men, however {unlives axe execrable shoto— 
they cannot hit anything dying), fired a barrel 
among them, and killed some six or seven at once, 
h 2 




244 


TEN YEARS IN INDIA. 


I have frequently brought down two brace of these 
birds with my two barrels, right and left 

And now let us have a few words on snipe-shoot¬ 
ing. It is, indeed, capital sport, and very exciting, 
for the game is, at times, so plentiful that a man must 
be a poor shot not to be able to bag as many couple 
as will serve to feed him and his friends for weeks 
to come; at all events, any tolerable shot can 
always have his twenty brace in his bag by the end 
of a day’s sport, (and I have known thirty, and 
forty, and even fifty couple, killed in less time titan 
half a day,) though, at times, the very best hand 
may conaider himself fortunate if he gets a brace 
or two altogether, after a hard fag of miles and 
miles; many a time have I trudged along and re¬ 
turned home without seeing a feather. 

But, although the sport is excellent of its kind, 
I cannot help saying that it is a most dangerous 
pastime, attended with results serious, in more ways 
than one. In the first place, consider the exposure. 
The sportsman has to be out in the sun, from be¬ 
tween nine and ten o'clock in the rooming until three 
and four in the afternoon, with little or no rest; the 
hot, burning blaze above-head, aud no screen from it, 
except a straw hat, with a plaiutain leaf, or wet 
towel inside it; no covering for the body, except a 
light shooting coat, and that, as well os every other 
article, perfectly saturated with perspiration. 

In the second place, the ground on which snipe 


lay, ifi invariably wet; *-0 wet, generally, that the 
sportsman has to walk, ter miles, mji to liLs. knOCa 
in nmd; the feet muet, of consequence, bccoma 
wet, notwithstanding every moans adopted to avoid 
it (no one can expect to kill snipe if ha in afraid cl 
Wetting Ilia feet); to say nothing of the probabilities 
of their being attacked by IcccIjls, which ate to 
be found in the caddy-Jicids and swamps, and the 
bite? of which frequently create ulcers, that take a 
considerable time to cure. 

Tito body, from the head down to the knees, is 
in u state of heat, causing the pulse to beat, I know 
not at what rate; the legs, from the knees down¬ 
wards, are cold and clammy, from the mud and 
water;. the, exertion of walking over such heavy 
ground, nud the excitement of shooting, arc very 
groat; perhaps (hare is a strong land-wind blowing, 
or, aa is often the case, a shower of ruin drenches 
you to the skin, already moist with perspirutio*!; 4U 
these are objections of bo dUugcrtiua a tiatara as 
to render the dmuisculcrtt one of greater riak than 
ia consistent with prudence for any man to take. 

But, in the third place, there is the tbtrat, which 
must bo quenched, either by drinking the stagnant 
cold water of the paddy-fields, or of some brook; 
Or (lie contents of a bottle of brandy and water, 
beer, or cold h-a. The exertions of walking, and 
the beat, must engender thirst, and (hat mast be 
alluyfrd ; the bottle has frequent applications to it, 
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and, when that is emptied, the dirty water, above- 
mentioned, ia gulped down in large quantities, to 
the no small injury of the thirsty drinker. 

Snipe-shooting, therefore, though the sport is ex¬ 
cellent, may, at all times, be looked upon as the 
most foolish and hair-brained amusement that can 
possibly be indulged in. I think so, decidedly, and 
I would not now go after such sport as I used so 
foolishly to do in former days, if I were paid thou¬ 
sands for it. Young fellows look upon it os I once 
did. 

“ Oh, there is no harm in it J” they will exclaim. 
“ It is capital exercise ! What’s the use of a gun 
if you don’t shoot with it? and why should we not 
shoot snipe, as well as our neighbours ? As for 
wet feet, who cares for them ? We’ll keep the cold 
out, by taking something warm within !” 

This is all very good, doubtless, and the enjoy¬ 
ment of the sport has everything in it calculated 
to lead on to its indulgence, to too great an extent, 
but, young men little think of the consequences; 
those come afterwards; nor do they ever allow them¬ 
selves to attempt to draw a line, where they might 
stop; and nothing will stop them,except it is a stroke 
of the sun, a violent dysentery, or a sharp bout of 
rheumatism. These stop them fast enough; then, 
indeed, comes the cry of “pectavi/" but that is too 
late. I have known people who have never re¬ 
covered from rheumatism, or dysentery, or fever. 



TAN TfSARS IK ] X RCA. 


247 


caught in snipe-shooting. 1 am thankful in bfiitig 
abfc to say that J nev^r (suffered any inconvenience 
whatever, from this description of shooting; and I 
Ain glad I Left oft' when 1 did; for, had I continued 
mush longer, 1 might Hot now be commling myself 
at haring escaped wllatso many hare suffered IWm, 
and by which many, ulus, havo forfeited their li res, 

13 uni | must confess that I attribute my good 
fortune, in never having become ill, more to cars 
and regimen, than anything else in this world. I 
had a good CQnatitntiorg and that is a great thing; 
but, in addition to this, and by way of asE-isting 
that constitution, I used to he particularly careful 
in what L did as regards nay eating and drinking, 
and nay other bodily com forte. I may as wdl here 
mem-ion my mode of proceeding, in case anybody 
might feel disjrased to adopt it; the rule is simple, 
and Oldy requires a little self-determination in ftfo 
hering to it. 

Before sterling on a impMhcoiing npgtflian, I 
idways made a good breakfast off plain diet, (the 
plainer the better,) avoiding everything with salt or 
sugar in it; os both ace calculated to create thimt; 
plain bread, or toast and batter, or bulled rice with 
eggs, were generally my eating part of that meal; 
my drink was weak tea, made with little or a* sugar 
or milk. 

My servant always curried a bottle of cold tea, 
covered with a wet towel, in case I was thirtly 
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(it is the most harmless as well os the most re¬ 
freshing beverage you can have on such occasions); 
and to avoid the chances of getting dry in the mouth, 
I ala-ay carried a pebble in it, or a bit of lead, 
which kept up the saliva, and prevented even 
the inclination to driuk. 

As regards attire, I always wore a good thick 
flannel shooting-jacket (with skirts covering the 
. hips), under which there was a woollen waistcoat. 
These nre excellent coverings for the upper body, 
and sufficiently resist the hot winds, and prevent 
their penetrating to the skin, so as to check 
perspiration. Thick corderoy, or fustian trousers, 
fltting loosely to the body, and coming down to the 
ancles; worsted socks, and thick strong shoes, or 
laced-boots, completed the costume, with the ex¬ 
ception, by-the-bye, of the hat, or cap. I always 
preferred the straw-hat, with a broad brim, and 
covered with white linen, of some sort, slightly 
padded with cotton. Inside I had some fresh 
plaintain or cabbage leaves, which offered a toler¬ 
able resistance to the heat of the sun, and kept the 
upper part of the head pretty cool. 

This attire, with little or no difference, is gene¬ 
rally what is adopted by old snipe-shooters, and is, 
I think, the best. Inexperienced hands however 
go out as lightly clothed as they can, because they 
think it keeps them cool; but it is a mistake in 
more ways than one, as the heat of the sun, the 
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.land winds, and the min, soma penetmto, and the 
p*mpiration quickly wels them through; uothal the 
body, in a scats of excitement, becomes subjected 
to Such a variety of COW find boat as to render it 
Susceptible to ait tbe evils of the sport. 

Whenever I felt fatigued, I would sit or lia down 
under a tree, for a little rest is an excellent refresher, 
better tli -in all tbc drink in the world; hut J never 
Stopped beyond five minuted, or so, tor fear of chili 1 , 
which uhould be carefully avoided. When nay day 1 * 
work was done, I would get uway from the in¬ 
fluence of any wind, throw off an my wot dungs 
and put (ja a complete unit of dry, which one of 
my followers always carried with km, I would 
wash my hind* and face, and thus dried and com¬ 
fortable I would ride home as fast as I could. 

When there arrived I would jump into a warm 
bath lor abont five minutosj put on fresh clean 
Clothes again, take a cup of tea with a bit of dry 
toast, and go to bed. Alter a good nap af two 
boors, 1 would sit down to a plain meal of toast or 
boiled, a pint of beer, generally united with water, 
being the strongest drink I over took. This was 
my regimes as regard a diet, and 1 (Drink, tbe method 
l adopted, {plain feeding, temperance, and good 
rest oftel (lie sport wo* over,) w0£ by f*r tht wisest 
and the safest, if needs mestb* that you do indulge 
in tbc sport of snipe-shooting; hutsony i am to 
m 5 
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say, that the plan usually adopted is very different 
to the one I have mentioned. 

Nobody ever thinks of changing clothes; oh 
no ! It is a great bore, takes too much trouble, 
and looks effeminate. And who ever heard of tea 
and toaBt after a hard day’s work J Ridiculous in 
the extreme! Why, it is not sufficient to support 
nature. We’ll hare some good eating, nice rich 
stews, with hot curries and plenty of pickles; we’ll 
drink nothing but sangaree, claret, and rnugged- 
bcer, as cool as ice; and we’ll have some nice rum- 
punch as a finisher; and we’ll smoke too, and pass 
a jolly evening instead of going early to bed. 

Yes, this is oil very fine doubtless, and sounds 
well. The generality of sportsmen do all this, and 
more to, and the result will need no explanation, it 
will speak forcibly for itself. Let the reader fancy to 
himself the man who adopts tliis mode of proceed¬ 
ing. He has been out all day grilling in a hot 
sun; the brain, and indeed the whole system, is in 
a state of ferment; and, to make matters worse, 
he adds fuel to the fire, by swallowing some three 
or four quarts of trash, which the head is not able 
to bear, and the stomach is too weak to retain; a 
sickness of a distressing nature is, in nine cases out 
of ten, sure to ensue, which cither terminates 
fatally, or renders the unfortunate individual a 
wretched invalid to the end of his life. Surely 
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then it i* better to b« on the safe aide by avoiding 
«ucb irregularities, than by running such tildes in 
partaking of and indulging in them. 

J have often seen men come home from snipe- 
ahooting worn out with fatigue, tbe clothes *ti 
fnnn head to foot, the face burnt and ti;rl from tbe 
beat, end they have sat in their wet things fax 
hours after, without even ihinlchig of changing, but 
swallowing tumbler upon tumbler of cold! sanguroc, 
laulled dftTeEjOr boor, smoking cigars* and drinking 
again until (hoy wore perfectly Overcome with the 
effect* of their potations, and were curried to their 
beds in n slate of insensibility. Vet people say there 
ib no buna inil;—wctlricd nature must bfl Buppnrtad 
by the comforts and good things which she pro¬ 
vides. A very foolish argument; indeed j devoid 
of common sense, and showing nothing, in my 
opinion, but downright madne*?- 

How IB it that the sportsman in. India U attacked 
with dysentery and eliolera, but by oxer-dosing 
himself with bud water, sangaTcc, beer, and bT&ndy 1 
How is he attached with rheumatism, but by walk¬ 
ing all day Long np to his knees in mud and water, 
or by exposure to the wind in wet dothea? How 
has he a Htrnkc of the Bub, hut by neglecting (o 
enver bis head properly 1 
The young sportsman may rely On it that he is 
far better ky abstaining from Such exposures, hy 
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avoiding such indulgences, and by adopting a safer 
course of temperance and sobriety. A man has 
no occasion to drink to become a good sportsman. 
He cfm enjoy the pleasures of the field much better 
without it. 

Snipe-shooting is at all times objectionable, but 
particularly so in the mid-day sun; I would there¬ 
fore recommend young people not to take to it to 
any great extent. I think the morning the best, 
the pleasantest, and the safest time; the birds are 
wilder certainly at that hour, but they afford an 
opportunity for sharp quick shooting, and I think 
the exercise docs good before the sun is up; but 
we will now have done with the subject, lest I be 
considered prosy. 

Snipe, as well as partridges, quail, and other 
small game, are the common prey of the innumer¬ 
able species of kites, falcons, and hawks, which are 
to be found in all parts of the country. I have 
frequently seen these creatures pounce down and 
seize upon them, and many a time have I been 
deprived of those I have killed or wounded by 
these birds picking them op and flying off with 
them. I remember a long chase I had after a 
Brnhminy kite wit!) a snipe in his daws. 

1 had a difficult task in following him, for being 
obliged to be continually looking up and running 
over swampy ground, at times up to my knees in 
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mud, I did nothing but flounder and stumble 
about to the great amusement of my companions, 
who were watching my increments. 

Mr. Kite, after a long flight, during which time 
he kept tearing his prey with his beak and talons, 
settled at last on a solitary palmira tree, in the 
midst of what appeared to be a piece of dry grassy 
ground. I ran after him os fast os I could go, and 
when within about eighty yards fired off one of 
my barrels to frighten him. This had the desired 
effect. The rattling of the shot among the leaves 
of the tree alarmed him, and he flew off, dropping 
the mangled remains of the snipe on to the ground. 

I instantly started to pick it up, and had not 
reached to within half way when I found myself 
suddenly sink up to my breast in a quagmire; and, 
had I not fortunately clung to a small bush close 
by, I should most likely have sunk altogether; 
however my arms and gun supported me until my 
friends came to my assistance, and by dint of pulling 
extricated mo from my unpleasant situation. 

But this was nothing; the climax of my disasters 
was, that all my powder and caps, and wadding 
were damaged, and I was in such a state of filth 
that it became necessary that I should go home to 
my tent, thus losing my day’s sport, and getting 
into the bargain the dirtiest wetting I ever had in 
my life. These bogs are very frequently met with 
m the country along the coast. That in the neigh- 
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boarhood of Cuddalorc done abounded with marshy 
rotten ground, and many aerioua accidents, attended 
with loss of life, hare occurred through people sink- 
ing into them. 

I haYe before described the doings of a pic-nic 
party; the shooting, the eating and drinking, and 
smoking, and all the concomitants thereof. I will 
now, therefore, with the reader’s permission, trouble 
him with an old story. All pic-nics are the same, 
with little or no variation; suffice it to say, we were 
out for three days, and returned home to our quar¬ 
ters, some by boat and others on horse-back, after 
having enjoyed ourselves exceedingly on the ex¬ 
cursion. 

The party in the boat, of which I wn* one, did 
not reach home without adventure, for we contrived 
to start off at such a time of the evening, that be¬ 
fore we had proceeded half a mile the tide set in 
against us, and the current shortly became so vio¬ 
lent, that we could not make way; indeed, we 
found ourselves, in Bpite of most strenuous exer¬ 
tion* with our oars, drifting back instead of moving 
forward. 

This was very provoking indeed, and what made 
matters worse was, that we had hard rain adding 
to our comforts all the time, which drenched us to 
the skin. We had started our domestic* off in the 
morning, and had arranged to dine together at 
home, immediately alter arrival, which we expected 
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would have been about half-past seven o’clock; 
those who had ridden on were to wait for those 
who were to come by water. At the rate we were 
progressing, we calculated to reach home by twelve 
at night 

We tried to push on by poles, but hfid only our 
boat-hooks, which proved to be too short for the 
depth of water, so that was knocked on the head, 
and it waa finally proposed, as a dem&re r&ort, 
that we should drag the boat along the bank, and 
engage stray natives, if any passed that way, to 
assist us in getting along. It would not have done 
to have left the boat where it waa, and start off by 
ourselves, as the probabilities were bIic would have 
been cither destroyed, or stolen; so bring her on 
with us we were determined, by some means or 
other. 

Wc bad two servants in the boat with us; these, to¬ 
gether with three of ourselves, formed a party strong 
enough for the labour ; but it was, indeed, a great 
nuisance to have to do such abominable work, par¬ 
ticularly in the rain, drenched through and in the 
dark. However, there was no alternative, either 
we must drag or we must lag, and as there was a 
dinner in the distance, we resolved at all events to 
try our best and make a good pull and a good 
push for its enjoyment 

The mode of proceeding being arranged, we set 
too with a will, the two strongest and the three 
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weakest being yoked together to the drag rope. 
We polled along right merrily for a considerable 
time, though it was deuced hard work, having to 
follow the windings and irregular broken ground 
of the bank on which we were travelling, sometimes 
sticking ourselves up to our hips in the mud, and 
at times the boat coming to a check by bumping, 
through the curelessness of the man at the helm. 

We got on but slowly after all, and wbat was 
worse, one or two of the working party got knocked 
up into the bargain. It was between eight and 
nine o’clock in the night, when we fancied we could 
distinguish a lull in the storm, and a slackness in 
the rush of water, a few stars showed themselves 
and the rain abated. We resolved upon trying our 
oars again, and pulled away for some time, making 
tolerable progress until we reached an island in the 
middle of tire river, where we got out, and went to 
a hut, in which we expected to find some men from 
whom we might obtain assistance. 

We now knew our position, and were aware that 
our distance from home was about three miles, or 
thereabouts. Not a soul was found in the hut ; we 
therefore determined on pulling the boat ashore, 
high and dry, which we succeeded in doing, after 
much trouble and exertion. We threw out the 
little grapnel to prevent her drifting away with the 
next tide, and quitting her, started on foot for the 
further extremity of the island, the nearest to any 
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human habitation, to ace what we could do towards 
an attempt to get home. 

On reaching the point, we ttood hailing for up¬ 
wards of an hour, until we were hoarse with bawl¬ 
ing, but no answer being received, one of our party 
swam across to the opposite side, which he reached 
in safety. We presently saw a dark object ap¬ 
proaching, which to our great joy proved to be a 
boat, sculled along by our friend, who had just left 
us. He had found the boat stuck in the mud, but 
being a powerful person he had contrived to get 
her afloat, and pushed off to bring us across. We 
were not long in jumping in, and soon arrived, but 
we had scarcely landed when a crowd of some 
twenty or thirty natives surrounded us, vociferating 
and saying that they had come to catch the rascals 
who had taken away their boat. 

The fellows were becoming insolent, when we 
met with an unexpected reinforcement to our little 
party, by the arrival of some half dozen old Eu¬ 
ropean pensioners, who were returning home from 
some fishing excursion. Seeing a crowd, and one 
or two of them recognising our voices, they got 
hold of their sticks and cleared the way, when the 
rascals soon dispersed. Had they not come up 
the chances are there would have been a fight and 
some broken heads, as the Mopleys of Cuddalore 
were anything but peaceably inclined during that 
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The mob having dispersed, we started homewards 
in company with the gallant old soldiers, who in¬ 
formed us that the country people had a great - 
aversion to the pensioners, and there was no doubt 
but that they had taken our honours for some of 
them b the darkness of the night, particularly as 
we had come among them in the way we did. 
They also said that the natives very frequently 
attacked them b large parties, and severely mal¬ 
treated tire poor old fellows, whenever they could 
catch them alone; they were, therefore, in self- 
defence obliged to keep together. 

Our friends had long looked out for us, and our 
not coming had made them surmise a hundred 
accidents. Some fended that the boot must have 
upset and the party drowned ! Others imagined 
that the tide had swept us out of the bar into the 
sea! Others, again, surmised that we must have 
gone in the opposite direction, taking the wrong 
turning! While some declared we must have been 
attacked and murdered by natives 1 

After this adventure, we reached home all safe, 
and finished the night with a hot supper and a 
bowl of excellent port-wine-negus, which did away 
with all the ill effects of a thorough soaking, expo¬ 
sure and fetigue, and we went to our beds none 
the worse for all that we had undergone. 

Port-wbe-negug is a capital night-cap after a 
wetting, but it must not be abused by a surplus 



quantity; moderation should be the ruling prin¬ 
ciple in partaking of any liquor, and, I think, in 
none more so than truly generous wine, good old 
port, which, though not very popular in India, is 
still much more to be preferred on certain occasion* 
than those delicious French wines, champagne, 
burgundy, and claret, which are such favourites 
among the bons viva*t of the cast. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


An unexpected Adventure m the Paddy-fMda of the French 
Territory—Shooting at Quail and bitting a Man—The Head 
Man of the Village—Trip to Pondicherry under peculiar 
Circumstances—Cortona Proceaaico—Pohle Reception of the 
Accused by the Autboridea—A miacruble Hotel—An Inter¬ 
view with the Governor—A Ramble over the Town of Pondi¬ 
cherry—Superior Clcanlincas of the Villages under the French 
—Comparative Liabilities to Diieate—The Indo-Fronch— 
Their Women—French Tatfc and French Luxuries—The 
Colood'a Caak of Claret—The Shopa—Dinner at the Go¬ 
vernor's. 


Relating our adventures in the last chapter, 
connected as it was with snipe-shooting, brings me 
to an occurrence which I cannot do better than 
narrate in this, in the hope that it will be amusing 
to the reader, and give him an idea of how great a 
matter might be made out of mere accident, and 
how necessary it is that people should not be too 
premature or too hasty in their actions, and more 
particularly so in their contact or intercourse with 
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Ih^ ignorant natives of India, or any odhfir uciciri- 
lii-ed country, 

'Illc circumstances connected with the subject in 
question are simple, and what occurs, or msiy occur, 
without any tiling of great consequence ensuing; 
hut, in this instance, mat.tens might have terminated 
teHouBly in EUn wayft than one,, and there is no 
knowing ivI lat tniaeltief might have been done; bat 
to my Story. 

It SO happened that the captain of our detach¬ 
ment and 1, otic day mounted oar horses an d went 
out in the direction of the Pondicherry district, 
with uo other object in view than that of pissing 
an hour or two before our dinner lu shooting snip*, 
which WC inaw to Ere ill abundance in that neigh- 
■bourhood. The occasion in question was not the 
first on which we had gone tliat way. We fre¬ 
quently walked over many a mile of ground in the 
French territory, without any hindrance from the 
<fivi[ authorities, of the villages, or From the natives 
ftwwJ wfl. 

On the present occasion, WC wandered about the 
fields, and (hot away, uninterntpted hy any body; 
■and necompan ied each by Out native servants, and 
OUir horse-keepers following the high road with OUf 
horse*. We had befen tolerably successful in our 
sport, hut, not satisfied with the state of the hag, 
wc prolonged our beat towards some standing 
paddy, ripe for tlic reapers, who were busy in all 
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directions cropping the grain. The ground over 
which we had been walking was wet and muddy, 
that on which the paddy grew wa* dry, the water 
being invariably drained off as soon as the gTain is 
fit for cutting. 

My comrade and I appproachcd a field, in which 
two men were squatted, reaping; they were con¬ 
cealed from our view, and I think we must have 
been some ninety or a hundred yards from them. 
As we walked on, we were startled by some quail, 
which got up from under our feet; at these my 
friend fired, and killed two. The shot flew in the 
direction of the reapers; one of whom happened to 
get peppered pretty smartly, though not hurt se¬ 
riously. I think about a dozen, or so, of the shot 
(small snipe) penetrated the outer skin, and drew a 
little blood. Upon being hit, the fellow jumped 
up, threw ofl his clothes (of which, certainly, he 
had not much), flung his reaping-knife on the 
ground, and yelled most vociferously. 

To us, the poor man appeared to have been 
seriously injured; and wc lost no time in running 
up to him, and examining his wounds, which we 
found were nothing at all; and that he had cried 
before he was really hurt. We told him not to 
be afraid; but the more we assured him, the 
more he capered about, and the more he howled, 
evidently making much ado about nothing, in the 
hopes of extracting a rupee or two from us, which, 
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had euch n cur* been forthcoming, would have 
proved the best planter be could pamibty tave 
had. 

The shrieking and jelling of thin fallow attracted 
ihfi attention of others in the neighbouring 4L Jfcfe&' 3 
(or fields), and they came mooing up to whwe we 
stood, and crowded around its^, Jo (be Uinflhcr of 
upwards of a hundred and fifty men, armed with 
reaping-hooks, knives, and Emuhons, with which 
they were one Sind nl! clamouring loudly to admi¬ 
nister St [iltlc “ addii' (as they call a hearing) upon 
oar sacred persona J 

flcTe was n pretty predicament for two British 
olbefif* I Surrounded by a mob of black ‘‘ ryot*' 1 
(peasants^ rioting most loudly, certainly), urraod 
with knives end sLicks, raid cowing vengeanoe upon 
our heads ! 

Wo desired our s-errants to tell them who and 
what -we were, and UlSUt the man being hit was 
purely accidefiita], that ho was not in any way hurt, 
and that the gentleman wat sorry for what had 
happened. Hut (he more we attempted to captain, 
the more loudly did they vocifonito against us. 

One man in particular {a huge follow, Standing 
six feet high, with a thundering big bludgeon in 
Ills hund, raid a Loire in hia waist-dothh kept Alitk- 
fag himself to and fro, and Baying 6luU we shtwkl 
be bo til well thrashed; that the mart's having been, 
lilt wa* intentional, and (hat we wer« no officers. 
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but a couple of runaway soldiers ; concluding by 
declaring that they would take us up to the village 
authorities hard by, where we could make what 
explanation we liked. So there wc stood, sur¬ 
rounded by these villains, and not knowing how 
matters would terminate:— 

“ What shall we do ?” inquired I; 44 we shall 
have to make a fight for it, I fear. These rascals 
seem determined to have a brush with us.’’ 

“ I fear so, too," replied my friend; 44 but let us 
be cool, and do not allow any of them to touch 
you or your gun—are you loaded ?" 

“ Yes; both barrels," answered I; 44 but had not 
one of them better run to the village, and call their 
head man? We may still be able to conciliate 
mutters.” 

44 They have gone for him," said N-. 44 In 

the meantime stand close to me, and look out 1 
think we shall have to fight for it; and, if we show 
a bold front, it is probable they will run. But who 
have we here? The head man, I suppose; let us 
speak to him; he looks a rogue !** 

The new arrival was the head man of the village. 
He was followed by three sepoys, in the French 
uniform; and a posse of others, who had evidently 
conic out to see the fun. The former strutted up 
to us, and addressed us in French, bad enough, it 
was, too. 

“ Vous avez blcaae ce person ci,’’ said the fel- 
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low; “ pourquoi avez-vous fait celA? Repondei 
vite !” 

My friend, although a firet-rate French scholar, 
coaid not, for the life of him, recall the language 
sufficiently to enable him to answer; at last, he 
spoke; but whether the man redly did not under¬ 
stand him, or pretended not, I am uncertain, though 
I suspect it was the latter. 

“ Oui vraiment!” answered my friend; " mats,— 
jc vous assure que—hang it—it was purely by ac¬ 
cident—the deuce tako the French, I cannot speak 
a word of it!—can’t you help me?” 

" Not a jot,” says I; “ but there’s nothing like 
trying. I may contrive to make myself understood; 
so here goes—Eh bien, monsieur cutwaul 1 est ce 
votre nom ? Ecoutez, s’il vous plait; nous eommes 
bien f&ch£ que ce gentilhomme id a malheurcusc- 
ment blessd ce paysan, mais ce n'eat pas beau coup; 
the fellow is not hurt a bit!” 

“ Not hurt a beet,” repeated the man, pretending 
ignorance of the English, though he had it as easy 
ns French. “ Que dites vous? II faut vous aller 
A Pond ichAre nvec ces gens d’armes, donnez rous 
les armes!’’ 

M I’ll see you at Jericho first, you rogue!’* ex-, 
claimed my companion. n Et je vous dis que 
nous sommes les offidens Anglais, from Cuddalore, 
which place I command; et, si vous dare to lay 
hands on me, or this gentleman here, you stand the 
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consequences! What do you mean by ordering 
British officers to be seized? Let one of these 
rabble, or one of your men there, approach, and do 
yon look out! Tell these fellows to be gone! 
Vous youIcz de l'argent, mais you shall not have 
one pice, pas de tout! Allcz vous en I” 

“Non! non!” exclaimed the French cutwaul; 
“ rcndez moi vos annes 1” 

Upon which one of the gens d’armes laid his 
hands on my friend’s gun, and another seized hold 
of mine; to wrestle them out of their hands, and 
knock them both down, was the work of a moment. 
There were evident signs of a rush at us by the 
crowd, so I cocked my gun, and levelling it at the 
tall fellow above mentioned, I covered the rascal's 
heart, which was doubtless palpitating roost eagerly 
to give us his threatened “ addie the crowd was 
closing on us, and the shouts became loader than 
ever; my finger was on the trigger, I was just on 
the point of pulling; a moment more, and the tall 
ryot would have slept with his fathers, when tho 
muzzle was knocked up by my friend, who called 
out, 

“ For heaven's sake, do not fire ! Give up the 
gun; it is better that we should do so; if not, there 
may be a serious row. They are too strong for us. 
Give up your gun at once! 

I gave up my gun. “ Pity is it, indeed,” said I, 
“ that British officers should yield to such a set of 
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Tftscala 3 How I should have liked to have knodted 
that tall fellow over, and Milt him to the regiona of 
darkness!" 

Yon were near enough doing eO* you fiery young 
flcamp,' J replied my comrade, Hp and! glad am 1 you. 
did not, for We should both have had our cliTouts 
cut by them, Yon must prepare for a hot journey 
to Pondicherry f ibisTiUjua of a eutwaul appear® to 
1 m bent on cut being taken there* and we will go* 
if it is only to have that- fellow trounced for hi® im¬ 
pertinence. But we will ride, 1 vote; where eftn 
OUr horses l)£s!" 

They WCrO close at hand, so wo dispatched one 
of our boys to call them. On their comii^, the 
people and ilia cistwauS would ant allow us to 
mount, in case, as they said, we should he running 
away. TVs, however, told them, that wo had no 
intention of doing *o, Und they therefore Kiflde- 
Boended to permit w to ride. 

H was evident that the cn waul had found cut his 
pislekej on soring that we had such rttpCc table 
looking naps, with servants in livery. Ha had 
taken us for two European soldiers-, and wished to 
come the bully over us, Me changed his tone con- 
siduiubliy when he found out who wo really were, 
and even went so fiir ue to tell Isu WO were at liberty 
to walk or mount* whichever we wished; he sa- 
luamtd to ue, and addressed US with a ,r Sir, 1 
w 2 
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which showed us what a double-faced rogue he 
was. Had the roan told us he would allow us to 
go home, we resolved on not doing so, but made 
up our minds to pay Pondicherry a visit, for we 
knew well what the consequences would be. 

The prisoners (for such wc were in every sense 
of the word) being then allowed to ride, wc mounted 
our horses, and might easily have cleared ourselves 
of the crowd, and made off; but we were deter¬ 
mined on revenge, so sate still until every thing was 
ready for a start We dismissed our two servants, 
and desired them to get to Cuddalore as fast as they 
could, to mention what had occurred to all our 
friends, and to send us a supply of clothes, uni¬ 
forms, and other requisites. 

When all was ready, we made a start The 
escort consisted of a corporal and three privates of 
the gent d’armes ; they were natives, dressed in 
green uniforms, and black leather accoutrements, 
and queer looking caps, and armed with empty 
bayonet scabbards ! They had not a firelock among 
them! They were fine looking fellows, and, I 
must confess, they were far better dressed than 
our men. It was about twelve o’clock when we 
commenced our journey; the distance, I should say, 
at a rough guess, about twelve miles. The sun 
waj terribly hot, and we were wet through from 
perspiration, besides being much fatigued; how- 
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ever, there was no help for it, and we thought 
that the beat way was to put a good face on the 
matter, and enjoy our trip as much as we could. 

“ You know," said my companion, " we shall 
not, probably have such-Another holiday, so I vote 
for being merry, and see if we do not come off with 
flying colours.” 

“ Agreed 1" said I ; “we will enjoy ourselves, 
and Poudicherry is just the place for fun. But, h 
is very hot! What a mess wc are both in! Mud, 
from tire hips downwards! A pretty figure we 
shall cut marching into the town! I wonder who 
and what they will take us for ?" 

We were, indeed, in a pretty plight Men’s 
shooting habiliments in India are certainly not so 
dandified as in England; in fact, we could not be 
dandies if wc wished it Tire heat would not admit 
of it, and the mud and water would very soon spoil 
our personal appearance, as well as our clothes. 
The dress we had on, when we rode into Pondi¬ 
cherry, did not in any one way, add to the respecta¬ 
bility of the outer man; so that to look at us, our 
persons were not calculated to make a favourable 
impression on the people of the place. 

My comrade’s arrangements were very amusing. 
He told the sepoys that they must be very careful, 
and manage to dispose of themselves so as to pre¬ 
vent the possibility of our running away. He 
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made the corporal himself form the advanced guard; 
and his three men he placed, one on each flank, 
and one between the two culprits, while a whole 
lot of fellows, with our guns, brought up the rear. 
The sepoys, when they tome to ns, were com¬ 
pletely unarmed, all that they had with them were 
their uniforms} one fellow was minus his belts, 
another had no pouch, a third wanted a stock, and 
the fourth had no chaco: this was our escort! IIow 
easily we might have escaped ! 

However, we wended our way right merrily, and 
in excellent spirits, singing, and laughing, and con¬ 
versing about what we should do when taken up 
before the French authorities, which we determined 
we would most certainly insist upon. Through 
every village that we passed, our escort borrowed 
something in the shape of arms, or accoutrements, 
or some article of dress; and, by the time we 
reached the neighbourhood of the town, they were 
completely equipped, and looked something more 
like soldiers than they did when they first seized 


us. 

It was highly amusing to see the people staring 
at us as they passed on the rood, evidently wonder¬ 
ing at the cause of our being so situated; and I 
must say, I could not help feeling an inward boil¬ 
ing of anger at being thus scrutinized, and, pro¬ 
bably, taken for thieves, or murderers. I felt 
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greatly disposed to knock some of our beggarly 
escort on the head, when I heard them, more 
than once, answer inquiries mode by the paisen- 
gers. 

" They are prisoners,” they would say, u taken 
up for shooting a man!" 

“ They arc a couple of European soldiers from 
Cuddalore,” another would say; “ they hare been 
committing murder; they will be hanged I” 

Before entering the suburbs, we baited, and my 
friend made the corporal and his guard fix their 
bayonets, and take their proper places; we only 
wanted a drummer to tap us into the town, to the 
u rogue’s marcA,” so as to give timely notice of 
our coming. We paraded right through the streets, 
my friend and I on horseback, our escort in front, 
flank, and rear, and, by way of retinue, followed by 
a motley crowd of upwards of two hundred natives, 
shouting and hallooing as we went along ! What 
a sight! British officers, and gentlemen, brought 
in by a rabble crew, and that of the worst descrip¬ 
tion of natives 1 And marching, as prisoners, into 
a French town! 

We were halted at the door of the commandant’s 
house, were marched in, and our arrival, together 
with their version of the circu ms ta n ces connected 
with our arrest, duly reported. The commandant was 
at his dinner with his family: he jumped up imme¬ 
diately, ran out, and saw us standing in the verandah. 
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” ■ e *d*mied he, with surprise depicted in his 

countenance; “ qu’est-cc-que tout ceci V’ 

My friend found it a matter of difficulty to get 
•n with his French, and became very much an¬ 
noyed at it. In the meantime, our arrival had at¬ 
tracted the attention of the whole of the command¬ 
ant’s family, who crowded to the front room to 
have a look at the strangers, and hear all that was 
going on. There were two or three very pretty 
girls among them, and I could not help turning 
round to gate, leaving my companion to settle the 
matter with the commandant; be improved in his 
language as be went on, and became quite fluent. 

Upon being questioned, the corporal declared 
that he had brought us to Pondicherry by the cut- 
waul's orders, and that we had been 'taken up for 
shooting a villager. 

This astonished the commandant; the more par¬ 
ticularly when he heard that we were officer* from 
Cuddalorc, that my friend commanded the detach¬ 
ment there, and that I was one of his subalterns. 
Immediately he put on his uniforms, and quitted 
the house, desiring his wife and family to entertain 
us during his absence, which would not be of long 
duration. I had, during this interval, contrived to 
win a smile or two from some of the owners of the 
bright eyes peeping through the Venetians; and 
one by one the young ladies had ventured out, and 
by the time the commandant had left us, they were 
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four of them as pretty girls as I would wish to see 
anywhere, standing behind my chair, making their 
remarks, and giving vent to their feelings by loud 
expressions of surprise and regret at the unpleasant¬ 
ness of our situation. 

Wine, cakes, and fruit were brought; of the for¬ 
mer wc each partook of a glass, bowing, hand to 
heart, to the old as well as the young, who sur¬ 
rounded us, who all acknowledged the compliment, 
and we amused ourselves exceedingly well until the 
return of the commandant with another military 
man in plain clothes, with the ribbon of the Legion 
of Honour in his button hole, who was introduced 
to us as the A.D.C. of the governor. 

This gentleman addressed us with much polite¬ 
ness, and assured us that the Marquis de Saint 
Simon, the governor, was much concerned at our 
detention, and desired to make us the most honour¬ 
able amends, as British officers; that we were at 
perfect liberty to return to Cuddaiore at our own 
convenience, but that he trusted we should give 
him the pleasure of our company during our stay 
at Pondicherry. 

Saying which, the A.D.C. made us a low bow in 
a most gentlemanly manner, drew himself up, and 
looked the picture of a French gentleman. This 
politeness in conveying a message in such very civil 
and apologetic terms, entirely did away with all 
angry feelings, and my friend bowed and bowed 
m 6 
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•gain, and a variety of complimentary language 
passed between the two. 

The purport of my friend’s reply was, that we 
should take advantage of the governor’s permis¬ 
sion to remain a few days at Pondicherry, and that 
we accepted with many thanks so polite an invita¬ 
tion to partake of the hospitality of so great a man, 
and so brave a soldier, as the Marquis do Saint 
Simon. He then inquired for an inn, and the 
A.D.C. immediately offered to conduct us to one. 

Having made our acknowledgments to tire com¬ 
mandant, we bowed to the whole party, and left 
the house, arm in arm with the A.D.C. We walked 
thus through the streets, talking and laughing away 
as if nothing had happened. We certainly did not 
appear to advantage, and the sight of two persons 
dressed as we were, walking with the well-attired, 
soldier-like gentleman, so well known at the place, 
no doubt caused surprise, and gave ample food for 
surmise, as to who we really could be, particularly 
as our arrival had been bruited about’the street's, and 
we had been represented as two soldiers from Cod- 
dalore, taken up for murder ! 

Arrived at the auborge, the A.D.C. secured 
rooms, and ordered everything comfortable for us, 
after which he shook its both warmly by the hands 
and left us to ourselves. We were, the reader may 
imagine, not a little rejoiced to come to a halt and 
rest ourselves. It was late in the day when wo 
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found that we had got to the end of our journey, 
and we determined on resting for some time, and 
turning our captivity into a jaunt of pleasure, and 
of enjoying ourselves while we bad an opportunity 
of ao doing. 

“ Well, here we are !” exclaimed my friend, 
“ AH’b well that ends well 1 How fdrtunato we did 
not fight! The chances are, had we done ao, you 
and I would not be seated here now. You young 
dog, you were as near committing murder as pos¬ 
sible?” 

“ Granted, my brave capitano,” replied 1, “ but 
was it not an understood thing that we were to 
fight?” 

Our conversation was interrupted by the arrival 
of our servants from Cuddalore, bringing us sup¬ 
plies of clothes and other ct cctcras, requisite for our 
respectable appearance in such a fashionable place 
as Pondicherry. My friend received also a letter 
from hia lady, expressive of surprise at our adven¬ 
ture, but at the same time giving vent to no feelings 
of alarm or anxiety on her husband's account, who, 
she said, she knew well was fully able to take care 
of himself, concluding her epistle by a firm belief 
that the whole affair was nothing but a joke which 
we had concocted by way of an excuse for going 
to Pondicherry for a holiday. 

The accommodation and fare afforded us at that 
miserable apology for an hotel, at Pondicherry, were 
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in keeping with the whole of the establishment. In 
the first place, the rooms allotted to us were in a 
filthy state, the beds swarming with vermin of a 
peculiar description ; the furniture broken, and the 
floors covered with tattered dirty matting. In the 
eating department they were just os bad, if not 
worse. We had had nothing in the shape of solid 
food since we left home, and were consequently 
feeling very anxious for our dinner, which we had 
ordered immediately, and had anticipated some 
nice French cookery with a glass of first-rate claret 
But we were both wofully disappointed in every 
way. 

The dinner placed on the table, after a considera¬ 
ble delay, was not fit to be touched by a dog! The 
fish was bordering on decomposition; the soup was 
like ditch-water; the mutton was as tough as shoe- 
leather ; the potatoes were not half boiled; and as 
for the rice pudding, it smelt so forcibly of rotten 
eggs that we were under the painful necessity of 
having it removed! 

So much for our eatables; now for the beverages. 
The beer was just fit to be used for blacking bottles 
or to be given to the pig*; it was execrable; the 
claret was absolutely so abominably sour, that we 
sate making wry faces for sometime after tasting it 
If the claret was so bad, what must the other wines 
be ? So we resolved upon haring none at all, but 
called for a bottle of cognac, which we hoped 
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would make up for the other vile trash that we had 
’been trying; but this too was scarcely palatable, and 
bad was the best with the whole turn out! As for 
the coffee! It makes me even at this distant pe¬ 
riod of time quite sick to think of it. 

We therefore, for want of better food, made up 
our minds to drown our sorrows in a good puff at a 
cigar, and a glass of hot grog, after which we re¬ 
tired to our miserable bed-rooms in any mood but 
the amiable. I do not think that two people could 
have gone to bed more discontented and sulky than 
we did. 

■ The day after the occurrences above related, we 
took an early breakfast (which by the way was a 
shade better than the meal of the preceding even¬ 
ing); we dressed ourselves in our uniforms and 
walked over to the Government House, which was 
not far from our hotel. On our arrival, wo were 
ushered into the presence of the great man, who 
received us with that politeness of manner so pe¬ 
culiarly French, and addressed us with so much 
civility, that all feelingB of a determination on our 
side to play on angry part, for the maltreatment 
which wo hod experienced, and the bad accommo¬ 
dation and fare of the dirty hotel, vanished at once. 

This gentleman came up to us, and shook ub 
warmly by the hand, begged us to be seated, and 
forthwith apologized in plain language, on the part 
of the French government, for the outrage that had 
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been committed on our persons, by our being 
brought M we were to Pondicherry ! 

Having accepted a most polite invitation to din¬ 
ner, we were bowed out by his excellency very 
politely. Previously to our return to the hotel, we 
whiled away the time before dinner by wandering 
over the town, visiting tl\e shops and spending our 
money. 

Pondicherry is a very well laid-out, clean town; 
the houses are, for the most part, well-built and 
substantia); some of them arc, however, old and 
decaying. The streets are of an uniform breadth, 
constructed with remarkable regularity, and inter¬ 
secting each other at right angles. Nearly in the 
centre is a spacious square, laid out in walks, shaded 
by rows of magnificent trees, with the Government 
House on the northern face of it. This mansion is 
a beautiful building; not particularly large, but 
sufficiently so for the purpose for which it is in¬ 
tended, surrounded by gardens and shubberies, laid 
out in tasteful style. The interior is something 
grand ; it is furnished in the Parisian fashion, and 
the whole quite a fitting residence for the repre¬ 
sentative of the French Crown. 

The rest of the public buildings arc good, and do 
credit to the local authorities, and the French, who 
are remarkable for neatness in everything. The town 
itself is entirely free from any intermixture of huts, 
or other native habitations. The Black Town lies 
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to the southward, separated from the city (if it de¬ 
serves that name), by a sort of fosse. It covers a 
considerable extent of ground, and is laid out with 
nearly the same regularity as the European quarter. 
Little or nothing of the fortifications of this once 
famous place is now visible; and a small remnant 
of brick-work, on which stands the flag-staff, 
something like the portion of a tower, is all that the 
traveller sees in any way resembling a military wall. 

The troops are small in number, amounting, 1 
should say, to some five hundred men; perhaps a 
few more. If I remember right, there were three 
hundred and fifty infantry, a kind of gendarmerie, 
which are broken up into smalt detachments, scat¬ 
tered over the whole of the territory, each village 
having a military post, under the civil functionary. 
The remaining are artillery, engineers, and artificers. 

All these are natives of Pondicherry, or of the 
neighbouring towns or villages; and almost all 
speak the French language fluently. This, I look 
upon as an excellent plan, calculated to improve 
the condition of the natives, who arc made to learn 
tho language of their rulers; while we, not placing 
that confidence in a people whom we have con¬ 
quered, learn their language ourselves, and do all 
we can, thereby, to prevent them from acquiring 
ours. 

Such a course evinces a sad want of improve¬ 
ment amongst the English, &s regards their native 
troops, for, instead of making them more attached 
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to us, by enabling them to bold intercourse with 
us, by talking our own language, we place every 
difficulty in their way, not only by talking to them 
in Hindustanee, or Tamil, or Tcloogoo, but by 
giving them no encouragement nor assistance to 
leam English, or to attempt to do so. We have 
schools in our regiments, encouraged by Govern¬ 
ment, for educating the children of the soldiery in 
their own languages; why should there not be a 
school also for instructing, in English, such of the 
men as would wish to learn it ? I am sure many 
a fine fellow would be glad to learn our tongue, if 
they had but the opportunity to do so. On the 
occasion of our appearing before the commandant, 
there was not a word spoken but French, and the 
natives talk it beautifully; they pronounce it much 
better than they do English. 

Pondicherry ia, indeed, a very pretty place. It 
resembles very much, and reminds the traveller of, a 
French town on the Continent. The entrance to it, 
from the land side, is certainly prepossessing in its 
appearance. The roads and streets of the suburbs 
are lined with avenues of trees; the roads them¬ 
selves watered, so that there is little or no dust; 
giving the whole a cool, fresh appearance, instead 
of the hot, dry, parched-up aspect for which our 
cantonments arc so remarkable. The houses of 
the natives, outside of the town, are well and 
strongly built; with nice, neat little gardens in 
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front of them; enclosed by palings, and little 
wicket-gates, The resideneoB of wealthier peg™ 
pie ana, generally, very good, fuid appear to be 
comfortable, giving evidence of bow ranch can be 
done with a Jiltle, far, be it known, the Indo- 
h'rench make a rupee go about six times as far as. 
we do, Everything"^ cllefip^ so that they live upon 
little Or not lung. 

The town Itself is very- healthy, tkiid its situation!, 
as regards the witfll, much better calculated for the 
purposes of trade than Madras, The roadstead is 
capacious, and the anchorage good* The whole 
country yields ft tolerable revenuej the principal 
produce is COltOu arid indigo. The fQhgtt and 
hamlets we saw, seemed to be clean and well-built; 
and the inhabitants in good condition, without that 
poverty-atTickat look about them, which forms so 
remarkable a feature in the peasantry of OUr Own 
territories. It struck rtlC tliat the whole of the 
French country- was Superior, ia many respect^ to 
ours; their roads are good, with trees on each sidej 
their laud seemed belter cultivated, ftnd better irri¬ 
gated, by means of tanks and CHiodfl, Constructed 
for that purpose. 

As regards extent, of territory, the French Ofcte 
tainly have less difficulty in managing their h & than 
we have; it is not, there fore, bo be wondered at that 
. they keep cvcTythi ng in such apple-pie order - but, 
[ must confess, there is plenty of room for im- 
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proveruent, as far as appearances are concerned, in 
our own districts. The country, I always thought, 
burnt up and badly watered, and the crops in¬ 
different. The generality of towns and villages, 
which I have seen, have been dirty and miserable. 
There did not seem o me to be any attempts even 
to better the condition of the poor inhabitants, or 
to improve the country, or to render the towns 
and villages more like those under civilized con- 
troul. 

As long as the revenue is collected, the condition 
of the miserable peasantry, and of their villages, 
is of secondary consideration. Were the inha¬ 
bitants to be improved in mind, as well as in body, 
all other improvements would necessarily follow. 
Let the civil authorities be mode to look to the 
comforts of the inhabitants in their respective dis¬ 
tricts; let their towns and villages be cleaned; their 
houses and huts repaired, or better constructed; 
and let the head-men of each be made to look more 
after their duty than they do; and, it is more than 
probable that there would not be the misery which, 
every one knows, now exists to such a fearful ex¬ 
tent ; and tho whole country would be, altogether, 
in a more flourishing state. The towns and vil¬ 
lages would be more healthy, and the inhabitants 
more comfortable. 

How is it that cholera is so frequent a visitor 

amongst our native hamlets and towns? Because of 
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the filthy state in which they generally are found, and 
brantue of [he 'poverty of the inhabitant!. People 
my that this epidemie w in the air; no doubt such 
ift the ease, because, if the ground is charged with 
tilth and dirt, it stands to reason that the air be- 
coaies impregnated with noxious exhalations; and, 
if the inhabitants are so pinched with want, as to 
have nothing to eat, it is not matter of surprise that 
they ore unable, from weakness of stain in:*, to 
wrestle with a disease which the infa uling of in un¬ 
healthy atmosphere brings on. 

But we seldom hear of cholera, or any other 
epidemic, breaking out in the villages of the French 
territories, Let the traveller visit any of them, and 
ho win MC how neat and clean they are ; Let him 
look at the, “pai/sans ," and he will observe them to 
be much better clad, and stouter titan our ryots 
generally arc. And, why is th* ditiferen»7 Because 
the poor people arc not SO heavily taxed by tlift 
revenue collector, and they have, consequently, 
more to live upon, 1 think if we were to take a 
leaf out of the Frenchman's book, it would he a 
good thing for the country, as well a* for the in¬ 
habitants. 

The towil'S'peopla of PoudicliBrry are mixed. 
They arc composed of Europeans, front the mother- 
country, or horn and bred in I ndia; hotf-castcs; 
and the aborigines ; the latter aw generally mos- 
terns of the Mop ley or Lubhy tribe, ee a-fa ring men. 
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fljid merchants. Very few Brahmins, or RajhpOola, 
Ore residents them; indeed, scarcely cmy. The 
eroopsane modems, and ait of the lowest caste; 
fellow* of the town szni ifa environs; pa riahH of 
(lie wcftt quality. 

The ludo-F^each are, apparently, s superior set 
of people ; better then the generality of half-castes 
and Eurasians to be met with in India, They nra 
better educated, belter manrutred, and have not (hut 
vnnity and self-importance, so pectirfar to those 
iOri of peopla, in otrr parts ofthe country: besides 
that they talk French (a kind of patois), much 
better than our fall* lull; English, and have not 
thatinodeof efcprcsatonso disgustingly— "cbft, cftos” 

Their women Eire superior certainly, in every ivayj 
there ig a dash of the French in their manner and 
deportment; and their tout (rjjfmEfif lias something 
very dittingvi, which elevates them considerably 
above our fair dames of Vcpery celebrity; and 
(heir men are reach better educated, a ad much 
more gentlemanly and civil [ban oat iladraseeea, 
who, with the exception of (he clerks in tbt dif¬ 
ferent public offices, are the moat ignorant sat of 
demons one would ever wish to meet with. 

Tiie greater part of the society of Pondicherry is 
composed of these (awliy-visaged Frenchmen and 
chair families. The Europeans, however, mix with 
them; intermarry, and connect themselves, without 
reference to birth, parentage, or education. It is no 
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uncommon sight to see a dark man with a fair 
wife, and vice versa. They are very poor indeed. 
The salary of the governor himself does not amount 
to more than a thousand, or fifteen hundred rupees 
a month, and the other public functionaries are paid 
in proportion; bat the necessaries, and even the 
luxuries of life are so cheap, that they live as well, 
if not better, than their wealthier neighbours, and 
that upon such very small means, that it would 
seem almost incredible. 

All the exportations from France are procurable 
at Pondicherry at much lower rates than anywhere 
else; no duty is charged, or if any, very insigni¬ 
ficant to the exorbitant taxations imposed upon 
everything at our English port*. The inhabitants 
are therefore able to indulge in all the elegancies, 
delicacies, and comforts of tho Parisian market, 
the choicest preserved provisions, tho most rtckerchS 
confectionary, the most delicious and rarest wines 
of the Continent, and the richest siks and satins, as 
well as every other article of fashionable attire, 
(male as also female,) which can be procured from 
the mother country; all these are brought to Pon¬ 
dicherry in great abundance, and at times the mar¬ 
ket is so overstocked, that things con be purchased 
up at a mere song. 

The regimental messes of our army employ 
agents at the place, who furnish annual supplies of 
all the best wines and other articles for the table, 
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which ore to be had cheaper than if sent from 
Madras, or any Other port; and everybody who 
ban partaken of the hospitality of Our regimental 
messes will, I uni Minin, agree with aab, that for 
the good quality of their winea, the excellency of 
the viands, and (ho elegancy of the whole turn* 
out, they a re second (O none in the whole world. At 
times, the wines Uto so cheap at Pondicherry that 
1 have known claret from the most famous bounca 
sell for eight and ten rupees the dewen, while the 
same is being vended at M&draa for twenty-five. 

This reminds me of something that OoCu rred at 
Vellore, in our own regimental mess, a abort while 
previously to my quitting it, and in which oar 
colonel played a prominent part- He had gone On 
a visit to Pondicherry, and on his return brought 
with him a cask of claret which he had purclutsod 
on hia own responsibility for the mess, telling (lift 
officer* that the wbse was excellent, and chut when 
battled it would stand them about three or four 
rupees the dozen. TV cheapness of the wine was 
against It4 soundness, Jind who Grtr heard of u tin 
ffldfeufev" being drunk at tJie ■—th itteaS-tabic ? 

The colonel was consequently (wind fault with, 
and hia purchase condemned ram. w?i. However 
nothing more was aaid on the subject of thn unfor¬ 
tunate cask of cliirct. The colonel had it bottled 
and atoned in his own cellar-, for IV own par¬ 
ticular U60- It so happened one day there was 
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a large party at our mess, and there were several 
claret-drinkers at table. The colonel had very 
quietly, without mentioning a word to anybody, 
sent a lot of this self-same claret to the mesa, and 
directed that it was to be nicely cooled, and no 
other put on table. 

Dozen after dozen were expended, and during 
dinner the subject of the colonel's unfortunate pur¬ 
chase, and the rejection of it by the officers, was 
discussed, and the idea of such a tiling as the mess 
drinking claret at such a price, was ridiculed by all. 

The colonel said nothing, but sate laughing in his 
sleeve to hear a set of young men pretending to 
judge wines, when they knew nought about them. 

After the cloth was removed, and all had ap¬ 
parently drunk to their heart’s content, he informed 
them that the wine they had been imbibing was the 
identical wine against which they had raised such 
an outcry, proving that the best wines were not 
always to be considered so from the price they 
fetch, but by their sterling good qualities. The old 
gentleman was rejoiced to know that his claret was 
not so bad after all (for lie prided himself upon 
being a first-rate judge), and that those who abused 
it were now loud in its praises. 

The whole batch, or rather what remained of 
it, was forthwith taken off the colonel's hands, and 
another supply sent for. The wine continued a 
favourite, and was drunk freely, because of its ridi- 


288 


TSK YHAne IK INDIA. 


eulously low price, and it was distinguished from 
the other wines by the designation of the “ Colonel 
Sahib's claret” I have known many similar bar¬ 
gains made at Pondicherry, french wines being 
brought out in large quantities in wood, and of the 
best vintage. 

The shops at Pondicherry are very tempting in¬ 
deed ; they are full of the most exquisite articles 
that any one would wish to see, or be tempted to 
purchase. The things are so cheap too that one 
can scarcely help laying out money, as was the case 
with my worthy companion and myself; we con¬ 
trived, on the occasion of our trip, to spend more 
than prudence would have permitted us to do at 
any other time, and when wc quitted, we found to 
$ur astonishment that we had laid out nearly a 
couple of hundred rupees each ! 

However, it was “ once in the wayit did not 
therefore matter much; but that “ once in the 
way” is a sad rogue; ho always comes in and 
gives us a touch on the elbow, bidding us go on, 
and do what, perhaps, in our sober senses we would 
not undertake,,or throw away our money when we 
can ill afford it. Beware of thut insinuating tempter, 
my young friends; he comes to you in more ways 
than one; have nothing to say to him, shun his 
society, and seek that of " common sense,” who will 
provo a friend in time of need. 

We returned home to our hotel in time to mako 
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our toilet for the governor’* dinner, after which we 
walked over to the big house, where the sentrie* 
presented arms to us, and we were ushered into 
the presence of the Marquis by his A.D.C. The 
Marquis received us with much politeness, dis¬ 
cussed the state of the weather, the latest news from 
Europe, besides other topics, until the dinner 
was announced, when he led the way into the 
" salle-d-manger,” a noble apartment, in which was 
a round table elegantly laid out, and looking as in¬ 
viting a6 possible. 

The Marquis seated roy noble capitano on his 
right, and my little self on his left, and distributed 
the remainder of his guests on cither side of us. 
There were besides ourselves, the commandant of 
the garrison, the port marine master, the military 
and private secretaries, the surgeon of the forces, 
and the A.D.C.; these were severally introduced 
to us, and we sate down to our meal, which I 
must confess was the most rechercbd I bad ever 
partaken of, served in the French style, and ex¬ 
quisitely cooked. The wines were delicious; there 
was no lack of champaign; the governor and his 
staff set us a good example, and the brilliancy of 
French vivadty had additional lustre imputed to it 
by the nectar which they imbibed, thereby giving 
rest and relish to our meal, and adding greatly 
vox..«. o 
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to the pleasures of the agreeable society into which 
we were thrown. 

Wit and good humour, together with the soldier¬ 
like manly frankness of oar gallant hoet, gave extra 
pleasantry to the festive board, and we left the 
table, after a lengthened sitting, for the billiard- 
room, the marquis himself proposing that we 
should finish the evening by amusing ourselves at 
“pool," while those who did not play could 
pass their time in smoking Havannah cigars (of 
which he had on excellent batch), and drinking 
“poncheila romaine" us much as they wished. 
These important points being settled, the whole 
port) 1 docked to the billiard-table accordingly, when 
the convivialities of the evening commenced in real 
earnest, and every one was soon well employed, 
evidently bent upon enjoying himself to his heart’s 
content. 

The marquis and my friend got on capitally to¬ 
gether. His excellency had been attached to the 
emperor’s staff in many of his campaigns, and 
was one of his most enthusiastic admirers. He 
was very eloquent in singing the great man’s 
praises; and his gallant guest expatiated in such 
rapturous terms, and with such warmth of feel¬ 
ing, on Napoleon's great military genius, his splen¬ 
did victories, his glorious career up to the very 
pinnacle of fame, and spoke so favourably of the 
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whole French nation, that the marquis was delighted 
beyond measure, and embraced him with that ex* 
citcment and ardour which are so peculiarly charac¬ 
teristic of the French. He brought out a portrait 
of the emperor, and dwelt at great length on the 
features of the departed hero. 

The A.D.C. had served in the grand army during 
tho Russian campaign, and bad been wounded on 
more than one occasion. He also had suffered 
severely from the horrors of the dreadful cold 
which hod been fatal to so many thousands of his 
comrades, having lost all the toes of one of his feet. 
This officer was a fine soldierlike gentlemanly per¬ 
son, and chatted away with me at one of the win¬ 
dows for a long time, whilst the others of the party 
were enjoying themselves. 

And thuB our Pondicherry adventure ended very 
agreeably. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Author made Adjutant, and promoted to hi* Lieutenancy— 
Return again to Vellore—Meeting with a Tiger on the 
Road, who prove* to he tbo fainoa* Man-Eater of Cunniam- 
boddy—The Native*’ Poor of Tiger*—A DUturbwico in « 
Village, ihowing what drunken Servant* will do—March of 
a Regiment of Foot through Vtllurw— Comperiaoo between 
the Royal and Company* Service—Strange Arrangement of 
the Regiment*' Encampment—Want of Carriage and the 
Coattqucnca—Soldier* telling their Necetoarie*—The deitl- 
tute Soldier and hit Family— Generality of the poor Sepoy* 
—Addiction of the Soldier and hi* Family to drink in India. 


I had been not quite four years in the service, 
when, in consequence of the adjutancy of my regi¬ 
ment falling vacant by the resignation of the then 
incumbent, the commanding-officer had been kind 
enough to recommend me for the appointment, 
and I was agreeably surprised to find myself one 
fine day in the Gazette for the permanent situation, 
a circumstance of not very common occurrence in 
those days, for with a strict adjutant-general it was 
seldom that an ensign of short standing was ap¬ 
pointed at once. Young officers were generally 
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made to act in the regimental-staff to see if they 
would be fit, after a fair trial, for the appointment. 

The reader may imagine that I felt not a little 
flattered and rejoiced at having been so fortunate in 
obtaining what of all otliers I so much wished for. 
I considered myself particularly lucky, and longed 
for the time when I should be able to take up the 
duties of my new office. 

When I obtained the adjutancy I happened to 
be senior ensign of the regiment. The ensuing 
month found me a lieutenant, so that in this in¬ 
stance good fortune did not come singly, but 
smiled upon me most benignly; I was not how¬ 
ever enabled to return to regimental bead-quarters 
for two months after, in consequence of there not 
having been any officer available to relieve me. 

At last, however, the order for my departure 
came ; I forthwith packed up my traps, bid fare¬ 
well to all my friends at Cuddalore, the old pen¬ 
sioners, and friend Duffy included, and started by 
palkee, in the same way and by the same route l 
had come, travelling in the morning, stopping for 
the whole day, and starting again in the afternoon 
after dinner. I amused myself as usual in shoot¬ 
ing, sketching, and strolling about, though when 
we arc alone the time is but dull and monotonous. 

Sketching is, however, an excellent pastime in 
India; there are always such beautiful subjects for 
the pencil almost everywhere, and it is such au 
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useful occupation, in more ways than one, that it 
is surprising officers do not take to it more than 
they do. What a pleasure it is to be able to refer 
to the portfolio, and recall to memory by-gone 
scenes and events, and how satisfactory to know 
that the traveller has something to show of his 
wanderings, in his drawing, or sketch-book I 

I certainly am no proficient with my pencil or 
brush, but however poor my productions, still I 
derived much amusement from the employment, 
which enabled me to pass many of my leisure 
hours in-doors, instead of going about in the sun 
without any good to my health. The new arrival 
may be sure that the more he keeps himself at 
borne the tetter, and tlse less be exposes himself to 
the heat the better also. 

I was seated one day with my sketch-book in 
my hand, putting down, os fast os I could, a very 
pretty piece of landscape in a pass or road, be¬ 
tween two hills, (part of a range,) known as the 
" Cunniambaddy Pass,” half way between Aroee 
and Vellore. The bearers bad set down the palan¬ 
keen, and I was thus amusing myself, puffing a cigar 
by way of companion to my occupation, while 
they were resting, squatted on the ground a short 
distance off, eating some cold rice. My attention 
was suddenly arrested by hearing a rustling among 
some bushes, and, to my astonishment, I presently 
saw a huge tiger slowly walking up towards me. I 
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sate perfectly still, at the same time moving my 
right hand towards my pillows, and extracting 
therefrom a pair of pistols, which I carried loaded, 
tn case of accidents. Mr. Tiger walked op to 
within ten yards of me, and thinking probably that 
far enough, stood still, wagging his tail and making 
a noise, which with a cat would be termed macing, 

I saw by his open mouth that he had scarcely 
any teeth, and therefore looked upon him as not 
a very dangerous neighbour, though I dare say he 
would have given me a friendly pot with his paw, 
that would have done me irreparable injury. How¬ 
ever, matters did not terminate so tragically. The 
brute was covered with mange from head to tail ; 
there being little or no hair on him, and bis tout 
entemble proclaimed him to be rather ancient, bat, 
at the same time, induced me to come to the con¬ 
clusion that he had already tasted human flesh. 
All tigers indulging in such delicate feeding suffer 
from it after, by being affected with mange sooner 
or later; it is a strange fact, but how to be 
accounted for I cannot conceive. 

I had put down book and pencil immediately 
this visitor hod made his appearance, and held one 
of my pistols ready cocked, to give him a salute, 
should he come too near; meanwhile, I picked up 
some stones with my left hand, and threw them at 
him, with a view to driving him away; I did this 
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because I did not like to venture a shot at him, 
not being particularly anxious to commence hos¬ 
tilities where no ultimate benefit was likely to 
accrue therefrom. 

In the meantime, the bearers sate eating their 
meal quite unconscious of the propinquity of so 
dreaded a foe ; and 1 was in no hurry to inform 
them, knowing full well that I stood a good chance 
of being left alone in my glory, if I evinced the 
slightest degree of alarm or created one in their 
breasts. Presently, however, one of them, camo 
to the p&lkee, and, seeing the animal, immediately 
shouted out, " bagh ! bogh!” (tiger! tiger!) most 
lustily. This alarmed the rest, and all came run¬ 
ning together, tumbling and sprawling over each 
other in most laughable manner, not knowing where 
the monster was; but when they saw him standing 
bb I have described, their alarm became so great 
that it was with the greatest difficulty I could 
prevent their running away. 

The noise and hubbub caused by these men 
scared away the tiger, who slank off into the 
jungle, and the bearers begged me to fire at him os 
he moved, by way of farewell shot, for they all 
declared that he was tire famous man-eater, so well 
known in that part of the country. This, however, 
I did not do, but got the fellows together and made 
them take up the polkcc for a start. 
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" He will carry away one of us, sir! exclaimed 
the head-bearer, more frightened than the rest, 

“ what shall we do T” 

“ Take up the palkee instantly, and do'nt make 
a fool of yourself!" replied I, “ what harm can a 
poor toothless brute like that do any of you ?" 

u Harm, sir ?” vociferated the man, " harm! 
why he is the famous man-eater of Cunniambaddy. 
He will be sure to attack us !” 

n And if he does/’ said I, “ we will shoot him. 
You shall do so yourself, master head-bearer, so here 
take you one of my pistols, and pray keep it ready, 
but mind and do’nt be tiring it into the palkee, or 
at one of your comrades by mistake.” 

With that I handed him one of the pistols, 
taking care beforehand to remove the cap from the 
nipple, a precautionary measure I thought requisite, 
considering the state of mind of him into whose 
hands I placed the weapon. Encouraged at re¬ 
ceiving the pistol, which in the moment of their 
alarm they considered as a sufficient artillery force 
against a host of tigers, the fellows shouldered the 
palkee and started off at a pace which evinced a 
strong desire on their parts to get away from so dan¬ 
gerous a locality as fast as they possibly could. 
No anticipated tiger, however, presented itself, and 
we reached the end of our journey that evening 
without further adventure. 

That a tiger and her cubs used to visit the 
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village of Cunni&mbaddy and frequent the neigh¬ 
bouring hills and jungles, is a well known fact, 
and I recollect having been informed that a poor 
woman and her child were, on one occasion, pounced 
upon and carried off by these horrible visitors, and 
again another female fell a victim to their incur¬ 
sions. Natives hare a particular dread of tigers ; 
and, whenever one is known to be in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of their dwellings, they become so panic- # 
stricken that they hide themselves in their houses, 
bar their doors and windows, and remain in that 
state for several days without food or sustenance; 
the least noise outside making them fancy the 
presence of the object of their dread, and nothing 
convincing them to the contrary, excepting the hear¬ 
ing of somebody’s voice whom they may happen 
to know. 

I once passed through a village in this state of 
fright I could procure no supplies of any sort; 
there was not a soul stirring in the place, all was 
as silent as death, and had it not been for my 
happening to meet on European soldier travelling 
through, who was of the greatest assistance to 
me, 1 should have fared but badly on that day. 

As it was, wc proceeded to the house of the head¬ 
man, and by dint of knockiug and bawling con¬ 
trived to induce him to unbar his door and supply 
us with what we wanted. A tiger had carried off 
a calf which had been tethered in a field hard by, 0 
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and Giia had alarmed the inhabitants, who, in their 
fright, quite forgot that the animal had got what 
he wanted, and that there was no further cause for 
fear until he came again. 

But I did not reach Vellore without another 
adventure, though 1 cannot exactly coll it so; still 
it was an affair which, at the time, caused me not 
a little annoyance and perplexity. I had sent my 
servant on to the next stage, desiring him to hare 
some tea, or supper, ready for me when I came; as I 
would stop there but a couple of hours or so, pre¬ 
viously to running into cantonments the following 
morning, then distant from us about fifteen miles. 
When I arrived at the village I found it, to my 
surprise, and, I must say, chagrin, in a state of 
uproar, the inhabitants bawling and shouting in 
terms which were not difficult for me to compre¬ 
hend. 

My palkce was carried to a tope of tamarind- 
trees, where 1 found my horses and baggage all 
ready, but no senrant, no tea, no supper appeared 
to welcome my arrival. I guessed the cause of the 
hubbub immediately; and, upon inquiry, found 
that the rascal head-boy had got drunk, and been 
insolent to the " poUtit’ of the village; that he had 
struck bo rue of the villagers; and that they were 
paying him back in his own coin, probably with 
compound interest 

I thought of the affair with the Pondicherry peo- 
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pie, and expected similar, if not worse treatment. 
I fancied, howeYer, that not only was my domestic 
in a state of inebriety, but that the "potail,” or 
head-man, as well as others of the Tillage, were 
also under the influence of the jolly god. I, there¬ 
fore, anticipated something unpleasant occurring, 
and prepared accordingly. 1 stood outside of my 
pullccc, with my pistols and sword on the roof of 
it This I did, to show the drunken rogues that I 
would give them a warm reception if they attacked 
me, which there was no saying whether they would 
do or not, considering the state of excitement they 
all appeared to be in; though 1 determined not to 
proceed to extremities without absolute necessity. 

In about ten or fifteen minutes after my arrival, 
I heard loud shouts of " addie! addie / addie!" 
(beat! beat! beat!) in the direction of the houses, 
and I presently saw my unfortunate domestic run¬ 
ning for the very life of him, followed by about fifty 
or sixty fellows, with sticks and bamboos in their 
hands, giving the inebriated runaway " addie" to 
their hearts’ content It served him right, and 1 
was glad of it; but fearful lest the villagers should 
attack my bivouac, I sent one of my horsekeepers 
forward to desire them not to come nearer, and 
that if they had anything to say against my ser¬ 
vant they were to send me their head-man, to 
whom alone I was responsible for any misconduct 
of which the said servant might hare been guilty; 
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however, they knocked my horsekeeper over, and 
pushed on; my domestic had, meanwhile, rolled in, 
and taken refuge behind the polkee, where he lay 
as drank as a fiddler. 

Seeing that matters were likely to be serious, I 
seized hold of one of my pistols, and called out, 
that I would shoot the first man who approached, 
and saying that I was going into Vellore, and would 
lodge a complaint against them at the Civil Court 
for the disgraceful disturbance which they had one 
and all created. This hud the desired effect; they 
halted, and one of them came forward, and said 
to me:— 

“ Your servant struck the potail, and we are 
come to take him up by his orders.” 

“ Tell tile potail to come here himself; I wish to 
speak to him,” replied 1, knowing well that the 
man was drunk, and could not come of himself. 

" He is ill in his bed,” said the fellow, “ and 
cannot come!” 

“ Very well, then,” said I, “ my servant shall 
not go with you, that I am determined.” 

“ We will go and report to the potail that you 
resist the civil authorities !” 

" Do so, at once,” said I, “ and tell the potail 
that I suspect he, as well as all the rest of you, are 
as bad as my servant, and that, unless he comes 
instantly, I will report him as unfit to do his duty 
from the effects of intoxication, when called upon 
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by gentlemen passing through his station! Now, 
be off, or I'll make you!” 

And they went off to bring the potail. In tlie 
interim, I drenched my domestic with a jorum of 
mustard and hot water, by way of an emetic, and 
made him sufficiently sober to get me some supper, 
for which I felt a peculiar inclination, not having 
tasted anything since breakfast. In due time, the 
potail made his appearance, and a pretty figure he 
was, too ! lie was so completely overcome with 
drink, as not to be able to walk, but rolled about 
most amusingly, and sang most gloriously. 

I saw how matters stood, for he could not stand 
at all, and forthwith served him with a hot dose, 
similar to what the servant had imbibed, and de¬ 
tained him under a tree until I saw he was suffi¬ 
ciently sobered to be of service to myself and fol¬ 
lowers. I then informed my friend that I would 
most certainly report him if he did not instantly 
procure me all I wanted for my supper, fresh milk, 
eggs, rice, and so forth. 

This he promised to do with the greatest alacrity, 
so I let him go; and, in due course of time, the 
requisites made their appearance, and I got my 
supper, which was not, however, even commenced 
until past twelve o’clock, after which my bivouac re¬ 
tired to rest, and all subsided into silence, save the 
barking of the village dogs, which kept up an un¬ 
ceasing yelping and howling until daylight. 
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My poor servant had been severely handled by 
the villagers; his eyes were both shut, his nose and 
mouth fearfully cut and lacerated, and his whole 
body so bruised, that he could scarcely move. 

I reached Vellore the following morning; took a 
nice house close to the barracks, and made myself 
comfortable; and now 1 hoped that I should have 
less moving about; of marching and countermarch¬ 
ing I had had sufficient to make me tired of it; 
packing and unpacking wu a bore, and I looked 
upon the state of discomfort to which a traveller 
is subjected with disgust I therefore hoped that, 
as the adjutant, I should remain quiet for the rest 
of the time we might be quartered at Vellore, and 
that I should not be under the necessity of quitting 
the place, unless the regiment itself were moved to 
another station. I found myself in a very respon¬ 
sible situation, and rather a peculiar one, too, the 
duties of which I had yet to learn, and a new com¬ 
manding officer, to whom I was almost a stranger, 
my kind friend, the old colonel, having, during my 
absence, been removed to another regiment. 

However, I determined to put my shoulder to 
the wheel, work hard, do my duty, and make others 
do theirs. The old adjutant was a friend of mino, 
and gave me every assistance in his power, and, 
considering all things, I got on tolerably well. 
Everything was in my favour; I knew my drill and 
parade duties well enough, and had only those of 
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the office to become au fait at; this 1 left to prac¬ 
tice and time, hoping, in the end, to become more 
conversant with the work than I was at the com¬ 
mencement. 

I knew that I could not get on unless I worked 
myself; I therefore determined to do as much of 
the office duties as I could, knowing that in nine 
cases out of ten, if left to tho orderly-room 
clerks, 1 should entail upon mine own shoulders 
extra trouble, whereas, if I supervised the whole of 
the duties, I felt pretty confident that I could not 
go very far wrong. This system I pursued until I 
throw up tile appointment, six years after, and I 
found it to answer capitally. 

But I w ill not test the patience of the reader any 
longer with sue!) matters, though I would fain hope 
that, if any of them should hereafter find them¬ 
selves similarly situated to what I then was, they 
will set to work as I did when I got the adjutancy, 
wi thin four years after my first landing in the country. 

Very soon after my having become re-established 
in my quarters at Vellore, the European regiment, 
which was stationed in the neighbourhood, at 
Amec, receiver I orders to move, tn route, to Bel¬ 
lary, a large garrison in the Ceded Districts. They 
paused through Vellore on their journey, and, as 
Unit w as the first time I had ever witnessed a king’s 
regiment on a line of march, I had a good oppor¬ 
tunity of observing how matters were conducted, 
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and what difference there was in the way of carry¬ 
ing on such a duty between the two services. 

This corps, as has been already remarked, had 
been a long time in India; they were, consequently, 
more orientalized, as it were, and more accustomed 
to the mode of proceeding on such occasions as 
that which I am now about to mention will prove; 
but with them, even, there was much to animadvert 
upon, and, consequently, much that was irregular. 

The reader must bear in mind, that I do not in¬ 
tend, in making these remarks, to pick holes in 
the coats of my fellow-soldiers of the royal army; 

I wish merely to point out, that irregularities art 
committed in it, as well as in that of the Honour¬ 
able Company; that our good folks at home should 
not look upon the one as so far superior to the 
other, as I very much fear they really do; and that 
the regiments serving in India should not be con¬ 
sidered by them as .very types of perfection, while 
those of the native army are thrown in the back 
ground. 

True is it, that our royal troops are second to 
none in the world for bravery in the field, and for 
discipline j still, irregularities are as continually oc¬ 
curring amongst them as amongst those of the 
Indian army; nay, I venture to say, more fre¬ 
quently; let not, therefore, my English readers 
think that our European regiments are faultless; 
they are far from that, I can assure them; at the 
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same time, let me beg it to be understood, that I 
do not say this from invidious feelings; so far from 
such being the case, I have always, os an humble 
individual, entertained the greatest respect and re¬ 
gard for those regiments which I have from time to 
time met, as well as always been of but one opinion 
of them as soldiers and comrades in arms; there 
can be but one opinion, und who is there in the 
whole world that will presume to gainsay it ? 

The British army stands pre-eminent; but that 
does not urgue that they arc immaculate; we will, 
therefore, proceed to show that we are correct in 
what we say, by way of backing the opinion 
which we have taken upon ourselves to express; so 
let us follow this regiment of foot as it breaks 
ground from the cantonments of Amee in prosecu¬ 
tion of its march to Bcllary, and let us observe 
how tike first few stages of the journey were gone 
through. 

I had been looking out for this corps to pass 
through Vellore for several days, as I was anxious 
to sec them moving, for more reason* than one. 
On the morning of their coming into the station, I 
rode out for several miles, on purpose to meet, and 
have a good look at them. As far as the main 
body was concerned, everything was us it should 
be; the column, en route, was correct to the letter, 
and presented a very soldier-like appearance in 
every sense; there was the advanced guard, the 
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band, drums, and fifes, and then the sections of the 
column; the men looked very well as they trudged 
along with that regularity of step so peculiar to the 
British soldier. 

I could find no fault with the column of march, 
none whatever; but what astonished me was, when 
the main body had passed me a considerable distance, 
to see the great number of stragglers. The whole 
rood, for several miles, was lined with them; and 
what the cause could be I was at a loss to conceive; 

I could, not, however, help thinking it strange, that 
so great a number of men should have been allowed 
to fall to the rear, nor could I help remarking, how 
many of them there were not over and above steady 
in their gait. 

Arrack-shops and toddy-booths abounded be¬ 
tween Amec and Vellore, and there were followers 
among the soldiery, who vended their abominable 
poisonous trash for little or nothing; so, I pre¬ 
sumed, the poor fellows must have been taking an 
extra morning dram or two, by way of keeping the 
cold out; and I do not think I am wrong iu say¬ 
ing that I observed a sprinkling of certain indivi¬ 
duals with one, two, and three stripes on their arms, 
amongst the lower classes of the inebriated. 

When the regiment, or rather the skeleton of it, 
marched into Vellore, the sight was certainly not a 
very pleasing one. The column was a small co¬ 
lumn, as I said before, owing to the number of men 
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ift the rear, or who had been (eft behind to follow; 
the baggage mid camp-followers were enormous ; 
I had no idea that an European regiment coidd 
have had bo many. 

In addition to the large number of iTicd attached 
to the camp-equipage department, there were all 
the soldiers' cooks and seirauts, so many to each 
company, wlEJi thEir respective families; and be¬ 
sides thorn, tFlnemc were the bandy-men, the dooly- 
bearers, (he bullock-man, the camct-men, nnd a 
boat of other*, which I mitt not take upon myself 
to enumerate; and when to this vast coneouiae of 
human brings, men, women and children, I add 
tfie famitie* of the soldiery themselves, thu reader 
wilt be able (o form some conception of tie multi¬ 
tude attached to one single regiraenL 

I am going to find fault again, but I cannot help 
it. The ground selected for the encampment of 
thin regiment In Vellore mao the very WOrnt I mould 
aver wish to place European soldiery upon. The 
tents were pitched upon the glacis of the fort, not 
a particularly wida one, with the rear resting upon 
ils crest, and, consequently, having the effluvia of 
Hilt ditch-water close, and constantly exhaling 
ftlUOfl|jthc men. Tlto space being cramped, the tents 
mere closely crowded together. The front of the 
camp nested on swampy paddy-fields, so that (ha 
whole was objectionable in every respect, 
in addition to these drawback* of locality, there 
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was another as bad, if not worse. The regiment 
was pitched close to the pcttah, or native town, 
the soldiery visited it in crowds, and what was the 
consequence ? They played the deuce among the 
arrack-shops during the night, and when they 
marched the following morning, there were but a 
few of them very sober. All this might have been 
obviated, live re was much better encampment 
ground outside the cantonment, at the race-course, 
open and dry, and consequently healthy; whereas 
that fixed upon was confined, and os damp as a 
dirty ditch and paddy-fields could render it. 

Now, had the corps been kept outside, about a 
couple of miles from the place, all this drinking 
would have been obviated j the men would hare 
gone to their tents sober, and marched fresh the 
next morning, without leaving a soul behind, 
whereas several of the fellows were picked up, 
lying dead drunk about the streets of the pettah. 
I am only surprised that some of them did not 
tumble into the ditch, to be snapped up by the 
alligators. 

It is a bad plan to encamp troops, particularly 
Europeans, near a town or village, and that for 
many reasons; the above will apeak for itself, in¬ 
dependently of others, which, however, I will not 
now dwell upon: soldiery in camp should be kept 
to their tents, and never be allowed to move beyond 
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reach of the sound of their own drum*, or bugles. 
But to proceed. 

When a regiment is ordered to march, there is 
always one great difficulty, and that is, a want of 
carriage. The bandy and bullock proprietors do 
not like accompanying troops, not only because of 
cholera, but because of the risk they run of losing 
their cattle. When an epidemic breaks out, the 
drivers arc among the first to be carried off; it is 
astonishing to witness the havoc which is caused 
among the bandy-men and coolies. With such 
disadvantages, then, staring them in the face, it is 
not at all surprising that, as soon as they hear of 
troops being about to move, they hurry off from 
their dwellings, driving their carts and cattle to 
some distant village, taking the former to pieces, 
hiding one wheel here and another there, and send¬ 
ing the latter to graze among the hills, and them¬ 
selves taking to the plough, or other occupation, 
to avoid detection, or even the possibility of their 
being pressed into the service. 

These poor fdlowB have a particular aversion to 
being employed by European troops, because the 
soldiers maltreat them, and will not sometimes pay 
them their hire, to say nothing of overloading their 
bandies to such a degree as to render it very hard 
work for the bullocks to drag them. The difficulty 
of procuring carriage was particularly felt by the 
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regiment to which I am at present alluding, so 
much so, that nearly all the families and their bag¬ 
gage, as well as that of officers and men, were 
unable to start when the head-quarters marched 
out; they were, consequently, left behind, to follow 
ns they best could, or as soon as carriage could be 
procured for them. 

The whole country, as far down as Madras itself, 
was scoured for bandies and bullocks, with Httie 
or no success; such as were procurable were of the 
worst description. Many were found concealed in 
the way I hare described; but if a handy was put 
together, there were no bullocks, or if the bullocks 
were caught there was no bandy; so that the com¬ 
missariat department, whose duty it is to supply 
these, as well as other means of transport, were 
very hard pushed; indeed they could not render 
that assistance which the exigencies of the service 
required; and what were the consequences of such 
a state of tilings ? A large portion of the regiment 
were left behind, instead of (as they ought to have 
done, had matters been properly contrived) follow¬ 
ing their colours, when the regiment first broke 
ground. 

I do not think I am far out in my reckoning, 
when I say that stragglers, by twos and threes, 
were passing through Vellore for upwards of a 
week; and the manner in which these unfortunate 
people did travel was truly pitiable. The soldiers 
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themselves, mostly on foot, followed by their chil¬ 
dren, many of them barefooted and bareheaded, 
their women also walking, or riding inside their 
bandies, or on bullocks, and from the objects they 
all presented, many of them must have been desti¬ 
tute of food, to procure which they were carrying 
their necessaries in their hands, and selling them 
to the sepoys, who purchased the things for little 
or nothing. 

I remember several of the soldiers coming to 
me with their ammunition boots for sale, to scrape 
a little money together, some to get the wherewithal 
to eat, and others, of whom I fear the number pre¬ 
dominated, to purchase a dram or two; the one to 
appease the cravings of hunger, and the other, that 
of the burning thirst which so peculiarly affects the 
European soldier in the east The men sold these 
boots for a rupee or two per pair, and they were 
bought up by the officers of the place as fast as 
they were brought to their doors. One poor man 
came to me in a truly miserable plight, with a pair 
of these boots in his hands. 

“ Is it a pair of stout boots, ycr honour will be 
wanting this fine sunshiny momin V said he, " I 
have a pair here, sur, that’ll just fit ye; ye may 
hare em, sur, for half a rupee, which will enable a 
poor soldier and bis fam'ly to get a bit of some¬ 
what to eat for our breakfasts, yer honour.” 

Upon my word, I could not help feeling for this 
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poor man. The idea that he was actually going 
about begging, as were many more of his com¬ 
rades, when, by a little good management, he might, 
with hi* family, have been comfortably under can¬ 
vas* with his regiment, was truly distressing. 

" I do not want your boots, my poor fellow," 
said I, "or, if I did, I would not encourage you to 
break through the strict rule* of the service, Which 
prohibit a soldier disposing of his kit, or any part 
of it Why sell them at all? Have you not re¬ 
ceived your advance of pay ? Or, if you are hard 
up, why not apply to the captain of your company 
for assiatance ?” 

" Pay, sur? Not a bit of pay have I seenl" 
replied the man. “ ls’nt it my pay that has gone 
for to pay that black nigger of a bandy-man, to 
carry my wife and the childer, and the thraps in? 
Not a farden have I, yer honour, to feed them, or 
to get a drop of drink either." 

" J am afraid,” replied I, “ that too great a por¬ 
tion of your pay has gone towards the drink, and 
little towards the feeding. Come, now, tell the 
truth and shame the devil, have you not had more 
than one dram to day; it is now twelve o’clock, 
mid-day ? You did not get that for nothing, I’ll 
warrant; where did you get your money from, 
and why have you not spent that in feeding your 
family, which you have thrown away in drinking 
the poison which kills half of you ?” 

VOU II. * 
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“ Ah, yer honour ! I see you are a ’cute one, and 
know some of our tbricks 1 How am I to git on 
in this hot counthry, with my knappersack on my 
back, and my firelock here, without a drop of the 
crathur to give me strength ?” 

“ Then you acknowledge that you have had more 
drams than one, and that you have really left your 
family to starve; and now, what are you doing? 
Why, disposing of your regimental kit to get a 
paltry sixpence to give them a meal! You are an 
Irishman, too; I thought you had too much regard 
for your families to treat them in that manner, and 
too much self-respect to be guilty of a breach of the 
articles of war, which lays your back open to be 
cut up by the lash ? Do you call yourself a soldier 
and a man, and yet behave as you are now doing 
towards those whom you have to protect, to cherish, 
and to nourish in a foreign land ? Are you not 
now ashamed of yourself?" 

“ Ah y’er honour, what am I to say ?’’ answered 
the rugged soldier, evidently much moved. “ What 
am I to do ? I have not a pice to get on wid ; my 
company is three stages in advance, and how am I 
to feed myself and family until I catch up the re¬ 
giment 

• “ And yet with these difficulties staring you in 

the face, you spend what little you have in drink, 
leaving those who are dependant on you to starve; 
and, to make matters worse, you go about in a 
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strange place, hawking your kit for sale; putting 
half a rupee on a pair of home-made boots, which 
are worth four times that sum, thereby laying your¬ 
self open to severe punishment on being detected, 
which you roost certainly will be at the first inspec¬ 
tion-parade you may have on your joining your 
company. What will you do now ?” 

“I roust sell the boots, y’er honour," said he, “ or 
starve 1 I have no other means of getting a break¬ 
fast !*’ 

“ Well,” said I, " you shall not starve if I can 
help it; bat, nevertheless, I will not be the pur¬ 
chaser of your boots. Keep them yourself, and 
when you muster them at your next kit inspection, 
think of me, and scratch your buck, and thank 
your stars that it ia not scratched by the cat in¬ 
stead P 

“ Thank y’er honour," returned the Hibernian, 
“ I will do that same; I'll think of you at every kit 
inspection, if it will please you.” 

“ It will please me indeed,” said I, “if your 
doing so will save you from the disgrace of being 
publickly flogged ! What would your old father, or 
your old mother, or your sisters, or your brothers 
say, if tlicy heard of their Terence (which is your 
name, I think,) having been flogged for selling his 
boots for drink 1 And what-” 

“ Do’nt Bay a word more about it, sur,” intcr- 
p 2 
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ruptedthc soldier, “ You have touched my heart 
by mentioning my relations in my dear native vil¬ 
lage ! Ohoon ! oboon!” 

And I saw the tear drop in the eye of the poor 
Irishman, as thoughts of home came across him. 

“ Well, my man,” said I, ** glad indeed am I that 
I have stirred up your feelings. I see you are not 
so bad as many in this country. Whenever you 
are inclined to do anything wrong, think of old 
Ireland and those dear to you at your native home, 
and depend on it, you will have reason to be thank¬ 
ful to God for colling them to mind should they be 
the means of preventing your doing anything wrong, 
and as this day’s occurrence may sometimes recur to 
your memory, you will, perhaps, feel glad that you 
paid me this visit, although you have not succeeded 
in selling me your boots. Where is your family at 
tliis present moment V 

“ I have left them, y’er honour, under a tree about 
half a mile out of this place.” 

“ Go and fetch them all here, bag and baggage, 
and you shall have a good breakfast, every one of 
you ; but nitnd, leave those boots here.” 

" God Almighty bless y’er honour!” exclaimed 
(lie delighted soldier, and, leaving his boots, he 
quitted my house to go fetch his family. 

This, gentle reader, was one, out of many of tlio 
wretched soldiery who continued passing through 
Vellore for the number of days I have mentioned. 
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This poor fellow was one, I say; how many more 
there were similarly situated, probably worse off, I 
cannot tell; but that there were many, I am cer¬ 
tain, because numbers came to me; it was truly 
lamentable to see them, but what were we to do ? 
With no officer to control them, and moving as 
they did by twos and threes, it was not at all to be 
wondered at that they committed themselves in the 
way I hare mentioned. 

There were non-commissioned officers here and 
there, but they were just as bad as the rest. Many 
a poor wretch did I see rolling along the road in a 
state of intoxication, exposed to the heat of the sun 
(for they marched at all times of the day), without 
any covering except that of their he^vy chacos, or 
their small foraging cap6j covered with dirt and 
perspiration from head to foot, unshaven beards of 
three or four days’ growth, probably destitute of 
food, the only thing which they may have taken 
being some horrible buttermilk, or what is as bad, 
if not worse, a draught or two of toddy, accom¬ 
panied by sundry drams of arrack; but- 

While the Iriah soldier was gone to fetch his 
family, I hurried my servants over to the mess- 
house, from whence 1 procured a quantity of cold 
meat, which we converted into sundry stews and 
grills ; we mode a sufficiency of good strong tea, 
with plenty of bread and butter. A table was laid 
p 3 
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with ft nice clean cloth in the back verandah, and 
everything was arranged as comfortable as possible 
for my expected guests. As before observed, I in¬ 
variably experienced much delight and satisfaction 
in showing hospitality and kindness to all classes of 
my countrymen, whether officers or private soldiere. 
I always considered that the latter wore just as much 
entitled to acts of benevolence as the former, if not 
more. 1 therefore never hesitated for a moment 
in calling in a poor way-worn soldier, and giving 
him a day’s rest and a hearty meal, an act of 
charity which coBts one nothing, and which 1 do 
wish I could see exercised by others a little more 
than it is. 

Not that I claim any praise to myself for so 
doing; far from it; but because I think that the 
poor humble man will do a kind act towards his 
betters whenever it may be in his power, and I do 
not see why we should not exercise the same kindly 
feelings towards those below us; surely there can 
be nothing degrading in taking in and feeding a 
footsore, weary traveller, whatever his situation in 
life; we do so at home often enough; why should wo 
not do so abroad ? I trust, therefore that the good 
reader will be of the same opinion on this point, 
and exonerate me from any cliargc of egotism, or 
the uppcarance of it, which the relating of this 
circumstance may lay at my door. Should the un- 
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charitably inclined feel disposed to find fiiutt, smile, 
or sneer, I can simply say in quoting the old motto, 
“ honi soit qui m&l y pensc.” 

In about half an hour's time or more, my friend 
Terence O’Brien arrived, bringing his family. Hi* 
bandy, a miserable broken-down thing, I ordered 
to the back of the house, and made Paddy muster 
hig force. Let me sec; there was his wife; she 
was a respectable looking woman, with an Irish 
brogue that rendered her language perfectly unin¬ 
telligible to me; then there were four children, be¬ 
sides a baby in arms, and one on the stocks, if ap¬ 
pearances spoke the truth; strange that poor peo¬ 
ple always have most jchildren; and last came 
Terence himself: a tolerably strong party thought 
I to endeavour to catch up the regiment without a 
single pice wherewithal to get themselves a meal the 
whole way! 

I looked upon this circumstance as a capital op¬ 
portunity of showing our sepoys a specimen of the 
lower classes of our countrymen, and giving them 
an idea of their mode of proceeding in private life; 
so, a* there were many of our fellowB at my house 
on business at the time, I mentioned to them what 
was going on, and what I was going to do. They 
consequently loitered about, peeping through the 
doors and windows, to have a look at a novelty 
which, perhaps, few of them had before wit¬ 
nessed. 
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Terence brought the whole of hi* party up into 
the back verandah, and, I must confess, a more 
pitiable sight I never saw j misery and starvation 
were the predominating feulures, and they really 
looked as if the sun had exerted his utmost in en¬ 
deavouring to roast them; the poor woman and 
the children were burned most dreadfully, and this, 
added to the filth and dirt of some three or four 
days, rendered their appearance anything but pleas¬ 
ing to the eye; however, with tlic aid of plenty of 
dean water and soap, we contrived to make them 
somewhat respectable, and the exertions of the 
barber, on Terence’s chin, worked wonders on his 
visage, which had not been touched by a razor for 
a week. 

When everything was ready, I bade my guests sit 
down and fall to; and, as our serjeant-major hap¬ 
pened to be in the bouse, I begged of him to do the 
honours of the meal, saying, as I quitted tire room, 

* Now, my friends, make a hearty breakfast; let 
the poor children eat and drink as much as they 
can, and whatever there is over, you can pack up 
in your basket, and carry on lyith you I And, look 
you, Terence O’Brien, every mouthful you swal¬ 
low—and I trust they will be many, remember the 
boots—don’t forget the boots, my lad.” 

" God bless yc 1 Thank ye, yer honour, sur!” 
exclaimed both husband and wife, and I left them 
to themselves, to enjoy their feed. When the meal 
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was over, I desired the poor soldier and his family 
to remain in the house until the evening, when he 
could start afresh on his journey, after haring had 
some dinner, which I would order for them at four 
o'clock, so that they should not be put to any extra 
expense. To tills, of course, he readily assented, 
and a room having been cleared out for that purpose, 
their bedding, kc. was brought inside, and the whole 
of them turned in, to take a sleep, which I suppose 
they had not enjoyed for many days. Poor Paddy 
expressed himself most grateful to me for my kind¬ 
ness and consideration, and declared be would 
never part with the boots which had procured for 
himself and family so good a friend. 

In the meantime, I had contrived to settle with 
the proprietor of the wretched vehicle which had 
conveyed him, and nil he had, thus far on his 
journey; though from its tout ensemble, it seemed 
to me matter of wonder that it had got thuB far. 
This bandy I dismissed, and, as 1 had a little spare 
cash in a bog, I thought I might as well lay out 
some of it in doing an act of charity to n poor 
man; so I sent one of my men into the town, and 
engaged a fresh cart, kc., to take the party and 
baggage to their destination ; paying the driver his 
full hire in advance, and, as it happened to belong 
to a relation of one of our men, I had no appre¬ 
hensions of misbehaviour on the part of the driver, 
(it being very frequently the case, where the hire is 
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paid in fuff, for the handyman to disappear sud¬ 
denly, with li is eMveyftitCO and bullock.*) Or Of 
his not fulfilling the job for which he had been 
hired, 

’When Terence came out to look at hi* convey¬ 
ance, k way quite surprised to find it gone, and 
another superior one ready in its stead. This ar¬ 
rangement of mine, and the being told tlint there 
would bo nothing further to pay on hi* reaching 
Bulimy, drew forth fresh expressions of gratitude; 
but I stopped him by begging him to think of the 
hoots E Poor man J Ho was quite bewilder Ml 
with amaze in out, and appeared to he overwhelmed 
with delight, at thoughts of being able to get on 
his journey with bo much comfort. 

At four o'clock. I had a dinner for him, consist" 
iug of a good piece of roiwt. beef, vegetables, and 
plum padding; tike, debris of this rtlMl were also 
put away in the basket, with Sundry loaves of 
bread, and the remains of an old cheese, which I 
happened to have Eo the hoarse. 1 gave them Borne 
beer to drink, and* before they started, my servant 
put up some tea, sugar, coffee, und rice, &c^ f in 
small quantities, end handed them over to the poor 
woman, who did nothing, all the time* hut give vent 
to tears of gratitude; coming out with strangu 
Irish expressions, Which 1 never recollected to have 
heard before. In the evening, they jwepared for a 
start, and, when uil was ready, the Irish soldier 
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came up to me, and while the tear-drop glistened 
in his eye, he thanked me for all I had done for 
him. 

" Thank ye, y’er honour!” said he. “ You have 
saved roe from ruin! Your act of kindness this 
day to me and mine, has opened my eyes, and I 
shall never forget the advice you have given me, or 
the warning either. May God bless you! and if 
poor Terence O'Brien can serve you, remember, 
his heart’s blood is your’s !” 

“Remember the boots, Terence;’’ said I, "don’t 
forget them; and, as you are but a young man, I 
hope that they may yet bo the means of your be¬ 
coming a serjeant In the garrison, in the camp, 
on sentry, or on your cot; in the battle-field, or on 
the breach, don’t forget the boots 1” 

“ Hurrah, y’er honour! Its not only the boots, 
but y’er darlint self, that I’ll remember! Good 
bye, sur; and may God bless you, aud soon make 
ye a cornel!” 

I then shook hands with him, as also with the 
good woman, during which latter ceremony, I 
placed a small packet in her grasp, containing ten 
rupees, for her own private use. 

“ Do not open this,” said I, “ until you reach 
your next stage. I place it your hands; let not 
your husband know of it, but keep it yourself, for 
your road expenses; and, whenever he feels inclined 
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to drink, 0* do anything wrong, remind hi SJ of thia 
day, and lbs boots !” 

" That I will, sorj and God blew you Q thou- 

iand iiultl!" 

And the bandy tefl the compound, followed by a 
whole- posse of my men, who, l afterwards learned, 
b«d gone out, stopped: the soldier, and insisted upon 
liLa accepting a anmll sum of money, amounting to 
K>me fire rtrpesa, which they bad collected at tllC 
moment. Noble, generous fellows ! Has not the 
pour, despised sepoy a foiling heart ? Who ever 
flfty* be has not, does him an injustice, u6 great W 
it is tmdeserved- 

I have before remajrked upon the trials and suf¬ 
ferings to which a. regiment of Native JnfunEry ;s 
exposed on a line of march. These of Ul European, 
regiment must be two-fold, part Ecu lari y as the latter 
has the beat of the climate to contend against. As 
for AS thft eating find drinking are concerned, the 
European soldiers arcwcIS provided, iliougb, I should 
imagine, from the specimens 1 saw on (he occasion 
I have just alluded to, that those who lulvc families 
sue almost as badly off for the means of aubaiatcuce 
{prohahty worse) As OW sepoys > and, when cholera 
breaks out in an European regiment, and camp, the 
havoc committed is as fearful uS it is in that of n 
native camp. The soldiery Suffer ns much as, if 
not more than, the followers, owing, it is to be pner- 
snored, to the careless manner and irregular way in 
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which they generally live, to say nothing oF the 
predisposition to the complaint, brought on by the 
baneful effects cf drink. 

People may euy and write what they like to the 
contrary, but Our poor unfortunate Countrymen, >ri 
India, drink most dreadfully, and so do the women, 
and so do the children, too, when they can get it. 
Speak to an Buropean, or biH wife, and if they do 
not, one or both, smell of arrack, T am Badly mis¬ 
taken ; mid, a* Jang as arrack continue.’ to be an 
item uf supply in the canteen, the aoldi&ry, as well 
as their fiunilicBj wiEE partake of it, and the tiOtise- 
quencea will be apparent j and, whenever cholera, 
does make its appearance, the drunkards are among 
the drat to go; though I have heard eny that they are 
the toughest, and will stand all kinds of vicissitudes 
much better (hast the steadiest and most sober in 
the regimentair 

But, be this qe it may, it cannot be denied Jhut 
drinking prevails to a fearful extcrit, and people 
who are not aware of the fact, are very much as¬ 
tounded when they rue informed that such is really 
the case, nod what is worse mill, tha women are as 
much addicted to the strong waters as the men. 
How many, alas, have I seen in a state of ioteiica- 
tion, find how many did I s£C when the —— passed 
through Vellore I The force of CKamplc affects the 
children, who, freeing their parents so Fond of litpjor, 
and indulging in it to such an extent, think it to bo 

von, Tr, tt 
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he good for themselves as they fancy it is for their 
pienls; they, there forty imbibe the poison, when¬ 
ever they have an opportunity, either by stealing it 
out of the eupbcflitl, or hy obtaining jt from the 
natives, who bring it elnn<le8thieEy (hr sale into the 
bfLrraefejSr 
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